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TAKING ATRIP TO AN EXTRAORDINARY GEOLOGICAL
SITE, CHRISTIAN REGIS SHARES SOME JOTTINGS FROM
HIS TRAVEL JOURNAL ABOUT A PLACE FILLED WITH

HISTORY AND WONDER.

Traveling to Mount Pinatubo is like going back
in time. As a mountaineer and furista, | always
saw it as a place definitely worth visiting. Itisa
geologic and national wonder that overcame a
violent and dark past,

Mount Pinatubo is a dormant volkcano in
the Zambales Mountain Range. Once a
1.745-meter tall heavily forested mountain, its
climactic cruption oa June 15, 1991 turned out
1o be the second largest volcanic eruption of
the 20th century.

The eruption oblitcrated the summit and
clected billions of tons of yolcanic material,

Pyroclastic flow covered the whole mountain
and ash clouds went 34 kilometers up in the
stratosphere, enveloping Central Luzon and
Metro Manila in total darkness. On the same
day, typhoon *Diding” struck Cemral Luzon,
With torrential rain and gusting winds, the
typhoon stirred up ash clouds and showered
ash all over Luzon and even reaching parts
of Southeast Asia. Most of the death and
destruction were caused by the typhoon. Roofs
collapsed under the weight of the ash and
boiling mudflow swiftly carved surrounding
rivers and low-lying inhabited arcas.

Eighteen vears since then, Mount Pinatubo
is now ironically a famous tourist destination,

Contact the P.D.C. Spa Town Office before
keaving Manila for Mount Pinatubo. If it's open,
book a trip and ask for a 4x4 vehicle and a driver.
Special permits are given to those who want to
trek, run, or bring their own bikes or vehicles.,
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The gaveway 1o Moumt Pinotubsy is Capas.
Tarler, For commuters, catch & bus in Manila
that headls vie Mahalacar or Garther north, Meet
v diesEgnaeed driver gt Mabalscar or an the

PIRA, Spa Town CHlsee a1 Lapas car lEer tham
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T'hee easeest war ugy Moune Proastbae wioisld
cake an Iwvar akl & hall of off-foad deiving and
a 2-minuie trek oo the magnilicent Pinafobbs
Lake. IF you're the adveniurous iy pe, you can
take the harder rowie ithat would dake an howr
of ol rosaedl alriving amil & sirenuous three hour
trek ap its winding river.  Eicher way. o guide
will acconpany vou all the way from Capas
by the lake, and back, P1LMNY por person will
cover all the basic axpenses al the trp

The digse part of the trip i o D-kilomciern
dinve through Crow Valley—a huse lahar Geld
lefit cver by voleanic mudBows during the
erapticn. Before 1997, Crow Valley was the US
Air Foree's training groands for bombing and
sirafing runs. The Philippine Air Force now
uses it The Air Force, as well as basd weacher,

ITIS A NATIONAL
AND GEOLOGIC WONDER
THAT OVERCAME A DARK
AMD VIOLENT PAST.

ditermans the avatlabiliny of Moum Pinaoabae
1r AP IEES
[ i= am oo on-packed dine: J-Kibometer
paer hetsuer sepecaads, goimgg upr sl diown kgl
imcline=s, splashing theomgh ibe widde, shallow
(¥ [honnell River that wind soross the valley, and
viewing the majeszic walls and disiant moursains.
If vasur're coking the easier route, the jeep

ther enters the "HL'!.“H:\. il ] u|'||h:||.-|'|:| ramndl

Uhaid oses P Ehes Dodd O 0he velca e up co the

Craver Lake. You will pass by astomshing ach
valleys, walls, and sircams

The peegy then stops ad the hiking tranl that
pores up to the Crater Lake. The tradl is a river
valley, shisbed by the gall-foresicd mouniains,

angl the ground is Hioered with veectation aml
rocks with sizes ranging Mrom baskethalls 1o
Wilksw aggns, It cam he @ II'|i1|||:. siremions ek
gt it weill pay off onec vou get up the kil

The lake was formed when billions of was of
volcamic material from within the solcane whene
cpeeted during the eroption and the cavity kel
insicle collapsed, forming o crater. Koinwater
then began filling it up. Highly acidic ar frsi.
st the water has neutralized after 18 years of
rain and voleanic ||!|J|.'I||.iI:..

Frosme vthe ponerete vicwing dock, starrs will
el vous vt the feeshwater lake, The shore
s pocky and lowse, Swanaming angd ot ing afc
allemwed on the lake.

Wi saw orange-codored rocks an the other
sidle of the Lake, aml out of curiosity, thinee of
ws swam a hondred meters (o get there. The
waber is clearer and cohllber in the mldle aml
the bottom was nowhere in sigha. | fsomd oue



Breathtaking view of
the “Skyway™ amidstthe
surroundmg mountalns

that it was estimated at 600 meters deep—
twice the haght of the Empire State Buikling,
We rcached the orange walls amd found loose,
sharp rocks coupled with the imtoxicating smell
of sulfur.

Going back up to the vicwing arca is
probably the most strenuous part of the trip.
However, the trek back on the trall is quite casy,
a mere 10 minutes. Back in the Crow Valley, the
3:00 p.m. sun would have changed the color of
the ash and surrounding mountains from beight
white to a warm orange. Once you're back in
the oflice. you can get a spa treatment. complete
with body massage and volcanic mud baths.
You can also take a shower in the homes of the
locals for P20,
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A place vow<houldn't miss when in the arca is
the Capas National Shrine, With its 70-meter
black obelisk, it is impossible for travelers
not to see it or be drawn by its mysterious yet
enlightening appeal.

Camp O Donnell was a military training
camp. But in April 1942, during the invasion
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A tribute to nations! history

THE SHRINE IS AN
EYE-OPENER TO OUR
DARK HISTORY, WHICH
WE HAVE FORGOTTEN
TO REMEMBER. IT WAS
AWKWARD TO SMILE FOR
THE CAMERAS, KNOWING
HOW MUCH MISERY HAD
FILLED THAT PLACE.

of the Philippines by the Japanese Imperial
Forces, it was transformed into a prisoner-of-
war (POW) camp after the Fall of Batsan and
the surrender of 80,000 Filipino and American
troops, AMer the “Death March™, in which
21.000 died, the surviving 54,000 troops were
imprisoned at the POW camp. The prisoners
struggled to survive against malnutrition,
sickness, and abuse. Thirty thousand prisoners
died in Camp O'Donnell.

Caopas National Shrine is a memorial to the
Filipino and American troops who dicd and
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A stunning vision of a place
that ence caused destruction

survived at Camp O Donnell. The shrine
features mini-forests, a large esplanade, a
small muscum, and even the last known
surviving “hellish™ boxcar that was used

to transport the prisoncrs. The Memorial
Plaza is the most important part of the
shrine. Three black marble walls surround
the obelisk, engraved with images, poctry,
statistics, and the names of Filipinos known
10 have died there,

The shrine is an eyc-opener (o our Jark
history. which we have forgotten to remember,
It was ankward to smile for the cameras,
knowing how much miscry had filled that
place. With the thousands of names engraved
in the black marble, | searched for my family
namye. Al there it was, three soldicers bearing
mv mother's maiden name, | am hoping that
I was reloted to them becausce it would be a
great honos 1o have had great grandfathers
who participated in the greatest war in history,

We left for home exhausted anxd touched
from our trip to the past. We went up Mount
Pinatubo aml visited Capas National Shrine—
an adventure with Mother Nature, a place of
cenlightenment as well as a tribute to our history.
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