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Royal tour: Meghan Markle, left, and her friend Ninaki Priddy pose outside Buckingham Palace during a trip to Europe 21 years ago PAGES 2&3
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One day
I'll make
myself

at home
behind

those gates?

By Rebecca English
Royal Correspondent

THIS stunning photo shows
Meghan Markle’s astonishing rise
from teenage fan of the monarchy to
member of the Royal Family.

Posing outside Buckingham Palace the
15-year-old American tourlst could not
have known she would enter its gates 21
years later as the fiancée of a prince.

The remarkable image - taken during a Euro-
pean summer trip in 1996 — emerged the day
after the announcement of her engagement to

One person says she saw it coming and
warned
T'm not shocked at all,”
childhood best friend Ninaki Pri
she has been planning this all her

‘She gets exactly what she wants and Harry
has fallen for her play. She was always fasci-
nated by the Royal Family. She wants to be
Princess Diana 2.0. She will play her role ably
but my advice to him is to tread cautiously.”

In a dramatic series of announcements about,
the couple’s wedding plans yesterday, Ken-
sington Palace revealed:

lv to become a British

Miss Markle, whose father is an Episcopa-
lian, wlll be baptised and confirmed in the
Church of England before the weddin
W The couple say their big day will also be ‘fun
and joyful’ - to match their personalitie:

B The wedding is likely to be televised

‘She gets exactly
what she wants’

bhc mvolved possibly by ballot;
Qu en and Prince Charles will foot the bill
han 's once bankrupt parents - with the
bnde and groom in charge of arr: an\’emen
W Miss Markle will undertake he
engagements in Nottingham on Fnda
W The couple W'lll carry out their first official
kabout, together and meet groups working
in the fields or Aids and young people;
L) S

W Separately, Theresa May defended her deci-
sion not to rrranl edding bank holida;
V eg’ Markle met aged two
kmdergarten in Hollywood
and became inseparable.
re sisters, everyone knew that,’ sai
-year-old jewellery designer. ‘We would
be hand in hand, everywhere.’

Meghan’s father Thomas was a lighting direc-
tor on popular US TV shows such as Married
with Children and General Hospital.

From an early age, Meghan visited those sets
and decided fame suited her, Miss Priddy said
- laymg the foundations for ‘Princess Pushy’ as

she late: chame known.

rkable picture of Meghan outside
Buckmgham Palace is part of an exclusive set
of images given to us by Miss Priddy and
which covers her school days, college life and
first wedding.

These glorious pl(‘tur s can be seen in full in
a 24-page glossy magazine given away free
with Saturday aily Mail.

Just one of the
exclusive intimate

photosin a glorious \
' 24-nage gloss
Royal portent? . ot

Meghan Markle,

left, and Ninaki | : y ' — — ~
4 ' - INatjazine iree msiae
Buckingham : X |

Palace in 1996

Saturday’s Mail

Picture: SPLASH NEWS



Meghan, 15, tries on a diamond
ring. Another exclusive plcture of
aprincessinthemaking | s &

SEE PAGE 3
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As a report reveals beaches are getting worse and two
supermarket chains back our bottle deposit campaign...

LET’S TURN THE

TIDE ON PLASTIC

[

Eyesore: Heaps of
plastic bottles
scar Pembrey
Sands in Wales
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Trying diamond rings for size aged 15.
All Meghan needed was a prince!

By Emily Kent Smith
and Rebecca English

LONG before she knew she
would marry a prince, a
teenage Meghan Markle
tries on diamond rings in
Switzerland.

Aged about 14 or 15, Miss
Markle (pictured left) was
given a tour of a diamond house
with her childhood friend
Ninaki Priddy during a sum-
mer trip around Europe.

The holiday also included a
sightseeing jaunt to Buckingham
Palace as well as a stay at a hotel
in Kensington.

This picture, from 1996, was
taken two decades before the
American actress, now 36, met
Prince Harry.

Smiling for the camera, the teen-
ager can be seen holding out her
left hand to show off a huge dia-
mond ring — not so different from
the one Harry, 33, presented her
with earlier this month.

The engagement ring, designed
by the prince himself, holds three
diamonds, two belonging to Prin-
cess Diana and a third from Bot-
swana where he and Meghan have
enjoyed romantic getaways. But

PICTURE EXCLUSIVE

unlike the piece of jewellery which
was revealed to the world on Mon-
day, the young Miss Markle had to
return these diamonds after pos-
ing for the picture.

Miss Priddy, 36, pictured right,
said: ‘We went to a diamond house,
seeing the stones, putting the eye-
glass on to measure dimensions
and clarity... The last bit of the
tour they brought out a bunch of
engagement rings. And being kids,
how could we not play dress-up
for a second?’

Other pictures of the European

trip, which included a five-day
tour of Britain, show Miss Markle
grinning outside Buckingham Pal-
ace. The full series of fascinating
images of the American, who will
in May officially become a mem-
ber of the Royal Family, will fea-
ture in Saturday’s Daily Mail.

The photos, given exclusively to
the Mail, will show Miss Markle
throughout her youth - from sing-
ing at a concert as a small child to
a night out with friends celebrat-
ing her university graduation.

It was reported last night that

Harry had asked Meghan’s mother
for her daughter’s hand in marriage.
An American magazine said
arry spoke to yoga instructor
and therapist Doria Ragland
about it when she flew from her
Los Angeles home to join the cou-
ple at the prince’s Invictus Games
event in Canada in September.

In their official engagement
interview on Monday Harry waxed
lyrical about his future mother-in-
law, describing her as ‘amazing’.

He also said he had not yet met
Meghan’s father Thomas Markle,
who divorced Miss Ragland when
their daughter was young, but had
spoken to him on the phone.

Meanwhile there was mystery
over a post on Instagram by Har-

Picture: SPLASH NEWS

ry’s ex-girlfriend Cressida Bonas,
from whom he split in 2014. The
day after the engagement was
announced the 28-year-old actress
shared a message with her 6,000
followers which read: ‘No matter
how educated, talented, rich or
cool you believe you are, how you
treat people ultimately tells it all.”

Miss Bonas accompanied the
quote with the caption: ‘Truth
#quotestoliveby.”

Internet users questioned
whether it was directed at her ex,
with whom she split up not
entirely unacrimoniously, although
it is more likely that it was not
aimed at Harry.

How Meghan flunked
Britishness test - Page 4

More fahulous intimate photos like
this in our stunning 24-page glossy

magazine FREE ins

de on Saturday
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Exclusive: Meghan
and mum, hours

efore her wedding'

(to her FIRST
husband, that is!)

Patients will have to pay for thousands of drugs over the counter

NHS RATIONS
PRESCRIPTIONS

By Sophie Borland, Ben Spencer

and lzzy Ferris
PATIENTS are to be denied : § Two held
cough medicines, migraine pills ' - N

and heartburn remedies under

sweeping NHS rationing plans.

GPs will be told to stop routinely fund- :
ing thousands of treatments for almost .
40 conditions when they can be bought

cheaply over the counter instead.
Breakthrough medicines for heart disease
and arthritis may also be restricted in future

- even if they have been approved by the
rationing body Nice. NHS bosses yesterday
insisted they could no longer afford to pay for

routine prescriptions and major new drugs on
current budgets.

Although the health service was allocated
an extra £2.8billion by the Chancellor last
week, it was only a third of what bosses asked
for. As a result, executives yesterday
announced a series of drastic money-saving
measures to save hundreds of millions of
pounds. In the first instance, GPs will be told

to ‘restrict’ the funding of medications from a - ) ,
list of 36 common conditions.
These include items which can be bought
cheaply at supermarkets or chemists, such as
treatments for coughs and colds, paraceta- - \

mol and indigestion pills — as well as remedies

for dandruff, cold sores and athlete’s
Turn to Page 4

Tragedy: Hakeem Hussain is thought to have died outside his home SEE PAGE FIVE
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“
THE Tories were at war By Jason Groves worsened when Brexit Secretary magaz‘ne l :
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The REAL Meghan, by the
friend who knew her bes

INAKI PRIDDY is torn between joy and a deep
bewilderment when she remembers the blissfully
happy day that her best friend, Meghan Markle,

married her ‘eternal love’ six years ago.
The actress was 30 years old and riding high on the success
of the first series of the American TV drama Suits when she vowed to
love and cherish film producer Trevor Engelson in front of more than

100 guests on a beach in Jamaica.

Such was the jubilation at the chic colonial-style hotel that the

celebrations lasted several days.

‘Meg literally shone with happiness,’ says Ninaki, who was maid of
honour. ‘We’d been like sisters since we were two years old, so I knew

she’d always wanted to get married.
“To see her finally doing that was ..

.well, it was a big deal. It was such

a moving wedding. I started crying the moment I saw her in her dress.

We had the ceremony on the beach.
It was so beautiful to watch,
beautiful to be a part of. They each
wrote their own vows. They loved
each other so much.

‘Meg had just finished the first
series of Suits [in which she played
the bewitching paralegal Rachel
Zane]. It was a big part for her —
her first full-time role.

‘She’d hustled for years to get
there, so that was huge. Trevor
was so supportive. He travelled
back and forth [from Los Angeles
to Toronto, where Suits is filmed]
and there was a lot of Skyping and
FaceTiming going on.

‘It was an exciting time. This was
the man she wanted to have
children with.’

Fast forward six years. That
marriage is over and Meghan has
just become engaged to Prince
Harry. Many of the friends who
celebrated with the newlyweds on
that beach are no longer speaking
to Meghan.

Ninaki says her own falling out
with Meghan came after she
disapproved of the manner of
Meghan’s break-up from Trevor.

But there is no doubt Ninaki
misses Meghan as she tells the
story of their friendship.

The girls were inseparable from
their first days at Hollywood’s
private Little Red School House,
which they both joined at the age
of two, before moving on together
at 11 to the Immaculate Heart
girls’ high school in Los Angeles.

Their extraordinary bond
spanned 31 years of sleepovers, a
holiday in Europe as 15-year-olds
— including a picture opportunity
for Ninaki and Meghan outside
Buckingham Palace — and road
trips across the United States.

HEY supported each

other through their

parents’ acrimonious

divorces and their own
love affairs. Together, they shared
their secrets and dreams as each
of them set out to make their mark
upon the world.

Ninaki runs her fingers over a
photograph of Meghan in a tiny
yellow polka dot bikini taken the
day before she made those
wedding vows to Trevor, now 41.

It’s one of many from Ninaki’s
revealing album that charts a 31-
year friendship and is published
exclusively in today’s Daily Mail.

‘Look at her. She was so ecstatic,’
Ninaki smiles fondly. Then her face
hardens. ‘The person I knew is not

by Rebecca
Hardy

there any more,” she says. ‘Meg
used to tell me she couldn’t
imagine a life without Trevor. She
said if anything were to happen to
him she wouldn’t be able to go on.

‘He cherished her, too. You
should have seen the way he used
to hold her face in his hands. We all
felt he was her eternal love.

‘It was such a shock when she
told me they were getting divorced.
After about three seasons of Suits,
she called me and said she wanted
me to know because it was going
to come out in the papers.

‘I knew they fought sometimes,
but it wasn’t anything huge. The
only obstacle was the distance
because she was living in Toronto
and Trevor was based in LA.

‘But I thought that they were
manoeuvring through it as best
they could. Trevor would take his
work to Canada to be with her and
run his office remotely.

‘I wasn’t aware there were any
problems in the marriage.’

She shrugs. ‘I had to accept what
she said, but then...’

Ninaki hesitates. She has loved
Meghan dearly for most of her life
and is not the sort of person to
easily betray somebody.

Choosing her words carefully,
Ninaki says she no longer recog-
nises the girl with whom she
shared her childhood.

More to the point, she feels
desperately for Trevor, for whom
the ignominy of seeing his former
wife now lovestruck with her very
own Prince Charming is almost
too much to bear. He truly believed
they would grow old together.

‘A month after the divorce, I
wanted to see how Trevor was
doing,” says Ninaki. ‘We met and
talked. It’s not up to me to speak
for Trevor, but I know he was trav-
elling to Toronto every few weeks
and would have walked the earth
to make their marriage work.

‘I don’t believe she gave him
enough of an opportunity. I think
there was an element of “out of
sight, out of mind” for Meghan.

‘The way she handled it, Trevor

They were inseparable from the
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age of two and Ninaki was maid
of honour at Meghan’s first
wedding. But in this brutally

honest interview, she describes

how fame changed her
friend — and reveals why she

blames HER for the mysterious

end to that marriae e

Pals: Ninaki and chum Meghan, aged nine, at a birthday party

definitely had the rug pulled out
from under him. He was hurt.’

Meghan reportedly began dating
dashing celebrity chef Cory Vitiello
who also lives in Toronto, in 2014,
a few months after her separation
from Trevor.

‘I tried to get details from her,
but she wouldn’t tell me. What
came to light after Trevor and I
spoke ended my friendship with
Meghan. I think everybody who
knew them both was in shock.

‘All I can say now is that I think
Meghan was calculated — very
calculated — in the way she

handled people and relationships.
She is very strategic in the way she
cultivates circles of friends. Once
she decides you’re not part of her
life, she can be very cold.

‘It’s this shutdown mechanism
she has. There’s nothing to
negotiate. She’s made her decision
and that’s it.’

Ninaki says this not with malice,
but sadness, for she and Meghan
were ‘like sisters’ for decades.

Her earliest memory is of Meghan
reaching out to touch her hair.
‘She loved it because it was so long
and straight. She had this amazing

curly mane. I always cherished her
hair and she mine.’

Ninaki smiles as she thumbs
through photographs of the two of
them on stage at an age when they
were too young for joined-up writ-
ing, let alone to sign autographs.

‘Meg always wanted to be
famous,” says Ninaki. ‘She just
loved to be the centre of attention.
We used to imagine her receiving
an Oscar. She used to practise
announcing herself.

‘In a way, she was nurtured on a
stage. She knew no other life. Her
dad, Tom [a lighting engineer],
was a great coach in that respect.
He’d take photos of her on stage
right from a young age.

ER MUM, Doria, was
very cool. She was this
free spirit who’d dance
around the house telling
Meg to loosen up. She’d say:
“You’ve got to have fun, but keep
working at it.” Meg was the star
with her parents.

‘She was tough, too. If you
rubbed her up the wrong way,
she’d make it known with the
silent treatment. There was a time,
when we were about seven, and I'd
collected a bunch of insects. She
didn’t want to play with them.

‘We spent two hours sitting at
opposite ends of the garden with
our backs to each other in silence.
I'd always be the first to apologise. I
just wanted to be besties again.

|
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She was stubborn. She digs her
heels in the ground.’

Today, Ninaki is a stylish young
woman who works as a designer in
LA. She oscillates between raging
against Meghan and feeling a deep
visceral hurt.

‘We had the kind of love you have
for a sister. The end of our friend-
ship was like a death,” she says. ‘I
mourned it for quite a while.

‘Even now I'll pass by a magazine
stand and see a face staring out at
me that was such a big part of
my life.

‘It was always Niki and Meg. We
were SO close-knit we came as a
two,” says Nikani. ‘We were
both honorary daughters in

each other’s homes. We were
like family.’

‘Family’ is a word that crops up
throughout this interview, which
provides the most revealing insight
to date into the woman who’s
captured Prince Harry’s heart.

‘The idea of having a family was
something Meg very much wanted,
particularly because she was from
a family that felt very disjointed,’
says Ninaki. ‘I think when you’re
an only child in that situation your
friends do become your family.’

Trevor became part of that
family, too. For this was no brief,
marry-in-haste-repent-at-leisure
fling, but a committed ten-year
relationship; one that also gave

Meghan something of a helping
hand in her acting career.

Meghan and Trevor met within
18 months of her graduating from
Northwestern University with a
degree in theatre and interna-
tional studies. She was 23. Trevor,
a tall, handsome man, was five
years her senior and already
flourishing in the film industry.

‘They met on a night out in LA.
He was managing film industry
writers,” recalls Ninaki. ‘At first, I
didn’t like him because it was that
thing of, “Oh my God, he’s stealing
my best friend”. I met him at a
birthday party he threw for her —
her 24th, I think.

‘Meg had beautiful handwriting

£i

Her first love: ‘Meghan said she couldn’t imagine a life without husband Trevor Engelson,’ says her former friend Ninaki

and was supplementing her
income as a freelance calligraphy
artist. He was very focused with
great connections.

‘It was an opportunity for her to
establish relationships with
agents. She loved it — being at his
side and going to those dinners.

‘Trevor was big for her. She loved
him. He was very doting. They
were a great support system for
each other through difficult times,
like the death of her grandma, her
father’s mother, Grandma Markle.
Meghan was really close to her.’

Within a year, Meghan and
Trevor were living together. ‘She
was definitely a curator of a
beautiful life,” says Ninaki. ‘She

Pictures: SPLASH NEWS
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Fun times: Ninaki and Meghan
at their High School prom

liked to throw dinner parties with
beautiful menus that comple-
mented flavour profiles with
amazing wines.

‘She had a very specific style.
She loved her hotel-style bedding
— beautiful, contrasting black
piping detail on crisp, white
duvets. She loved everything
white. Meg was a perfectionist.’

As well as keeping all things
domestic well ordered, Ninaki says
Meghan possessed incredible
powers of diplomacy. She says
Meghan learned from a young age
to keep the peace between her
parents following their divorce.

Ninaki continues: ‘She is very
poised. A natural mediator. For
almost as long as I knew Meghan,
her parents weren’t together. It
could be hard for her. Sometimes
she felt she had to pick sides. She
was always trying to make sure
each of them was happy.’

Ninaki says she has always
admired Meghan for handling her
parents so skilfully from such a
young age.

‘She’d have to relay messages. It
was literally stuff like, “Tell your
mother...” or “Tell your father...”
Controlling her emotions is some-
thing she learnt back then.’

EGHAN has always
maintained her
parents’ separation
was about as easy as
a divorce can be for a child. But
Ninaki, who spent many childhood
weekends with Meghan, recalls
things differently.

‘Sometimes, one parent needed
a little more attention, so Meghan
would devote herself to that
parent,’ she says.

‘When she was younger, she
spent most of her time with Doria.
Doria used to dance around the
house and have girlie evenings
with us. Then, when Meg got to
Junior High — around 13 or 14 —
she began living with her dad.

‘Tom allowed her more space.
Doria was very mothering. She set
more boundaries. Tom let us get
away with things. He provided a
less strict household.

‘As a teenager, who doesn’t want
that? But as Meg got older she
had to parent Tom a little more
and she couldn’t do that.’

Ninaki refuses to elaborate
further on Meghan’s father or their
relationship. Today, he lives in
Mexico and has not featured in
the story of her romance with
Prince Harry.

‘I think she’s protecting him,’ is
all Ninaki will add.

Despite being the child of
divorced parents, Ninaki says
Meghan always wanted a family of

TURN TO NEXT PAGE




