
By TOM NEWTON DUNN

SQUABBLING MPs yet
again failed to come up
with a majority for any
softer Brexit alternative
in last night’s second
round of voting.

All four options
debated during the indic-
ative vote process were
defeated in a huge block
No vote by Tory MPs.

One — a Customs Union
with the EU — lost by just
three votes, 273 to 276. 

In dramatic scenes
after the results were
announced, rebel Tory
leader Nick Boles, who
proposed Norway-style
EEA membership, quit
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EXCLUSIVE
by JAMES BEAL

SIR Mick Jagger will have
heart surgery this week-
end, The Sun can reveal.

The Rolling Stone, 75,
will undergo a heart valve
procedure in New York.

A problem was spotted
at a medical ahead of the
band’s US tour, forcing
them to postpone dates.

A source said: “This
kind of surgery has a high
success rate.”
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It’s Natflix
for Beeb
THE BBC aims to “change
the world” after striking
a £300million deal for a
“natural history Netflix”.

BBC shows like Blue
Planet and Planet Earth
will be shown on a global
streaming service run by
the Discovery Channel.

BBC director-general
Lord Hall said BBC Stu-
dios would also invest in
new content that would
“really shape and change
the world”.

Sun City — Page 43

GONE TO SEED
Giant panda Tian Tian

has been artificially insem-
inated in a bid to produce
a cub in Edinburgh Zoo.

SAUDI OIL FIRM’S
£85BN PROFITS

SAUDI Arabia’s national oil
company made profits of £85bil-
lion last year — more than any
other company on the planet.

Saudi Aramco, which produces ten
per cent-plus of the globe’s crude oil,
made £233million per day. Profits
were almost double those
of Apple, at £45.3billion.

The staggering figures
mean it leap-frogs the tech
giant as the world’s most
profitable company. 

The figures also dwarf
those of rival Royal Dutch
Shell, at £17.8billion.

This is the first time the
state-run oil firm has dis-
closed its financial perfor-

mance. Before tax was paid, Aramco
generated an astonishing £171billion in
oil earnings.

The disclosure was made in a pro-
spectus aimed at courting investors

ahead of its debut interna-
tional bond sale. 

The company is preparing
to raise debt in part to pay
for a big stake in Sabic, a
petrochemicals group worth
about £52billion.

Rehan Akbar, of Moody’s
ratings agency, said: “Saudi
Aramco has many charac-
teristics of a AAA-rated
corporate, with minimal
debt relative to cash-flows.”

By TRACEY BOLES, Business Editor
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SIR Mick Jagger hopes to
be out of hospital 48
hours after heart surgery
this weekend — then back
on stage by the summer.

The Rolling Stones frontman,
75, will undergo a heart valve
procedure in New York.

Professor Sir Nilesh Samani,
Medical Director at the British
Heart Foundation, said Mick will
probably have keyhole surgery.

He added: “The benefit is that
there are no big scars that need to

heal, unlike open heart surgery. A
patient can expect to go home
within 24 to 48 hours, feel well one
or two weeks later and be back to
normal health after a month.

“The procedure is highly success-
ful and if all goes well, it is
possible Mick will have more
energy than previously.”

The problem heart valve was
picked up during a medical ahead
of the band’s North American tour.

It led to the shock announcement
on Saturday that the band was
postponing the 17-date, sell-out tour

DOTING dad Mick plays with two-year-old
son Deveraux on a beach in Miami.

Girlfriend Melanie Hamrick, 32, and
daughter Georgia May, 27, made up the
family group on Sunday. An onlooker
said: “Mick and his son were playing in
the sand. It was an enchanting scene.”

Bandmate Ronnie Wood also
went to the beach with
two-year-old twin
daughters Gracie Jane
and Alice Rose.

Mick, Ronnie and
fellow Stones Keith
Richards and Charlie
Watts, right, and fam-
ilies have taken over a
Miami hotel. They had
intended to use it as a
tour base.

By JAMES BEAL, US Editor

Mick and Melanie on balcony

Ronnie Wood with his twins

Keith Richards soaks up sun
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because Mick needed unspecified
medical treatment.

The heart valve procedure is said
to have a 95 per cent success rate.

A source said yesterday: “Mick
will be undergoing a heart valve
procedure. The prognosis is good
and this kind of surgery has a high
success rate.”

Heart valve problems have a
number of potential causes.

Professor Tim Chico, a heart
expert from Sheffield University,
added: “The valve may have nar-
rowed or become leaky, which
places pressure on the heart.

“The valve could have been dam-

Jumpin’
back to
his best
HEART expert Profes-
sor Tim Chico said
Mick’s operation could
give him a new lease
of life on stage.

He added: “Heart
valve replacement sur-
gery is usually very
successful and does
not place a bar on
people returning to
their professional life.

“Mick could be back
performing within
months, and if the
procedure eases any
breathlessness, he may
be more energetic than
previously.”

Doctors are increas-
ingly using keyhole
techniques rather than
open heart surgery
because it does not
cause big scars and
patients return to full
health within a month.

BLOOD FLOW CRISIS

Mick Jagger on beach 
with Deveraux, two, 
Melanie and Georgia
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HEART VALVE OP
Keyhole surgery involves 

going through an artery in 
the leg and passing a wire to 

the heart and releasing the
valve in the right place.

The most common valves are 
mechanical or biological

aged by an infection or it may sim-
ply be caused by general wear and
tear. It’s not linked to lifestyle,
drink, drugs or cholesterol.

“People with valve problems
may experience breathlessness
or chest pains, which can
make it more difficult to
stay active.”

The tour postponement
came just three weeks
before it was to start. Mick
told fans: “I hate letting you
down like this. I’ll be work-
ing very hard to be back on
stage as soon as I can.”

james.beal@the-sun.co.uk

PROFESSOR SIR NILESH SAMANI
British Heart Foundation Medical Director

THE heart has four valves which
open and shut to make sure the
blood flows in the right direction.

Problems come when a valve
doesn’t open fully or doesn’t shut
when it should, making it leak.

Either can put extra strain on the
heart so it has to work harder to
pump enough blood to the body.






















