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WASHINGTON — "Smart”
weapons technology used by the

Uni:tég?States to crush Iraq is des-
tined™o again fall into dangerous
hands.as an international consor-
tiunrsmpoves to relax export con-
trols, national security experts con-
tend. ' '

Because lax controls helped Sad-
dam Hussein emerge as a military
force in the first place, experts ar-
gue it’s astonishing that the United
States,,and the 16 other member
nations of the Coordinating Com-
mittee for Multilateral Export Con-
trols-(COCOM) are still working
on a new agreement to further
loosen controls.

“It’s just menacing,” said Rep.
Charles Wilson, D-Lufkin, a mem-
ber of the House Select Intelligence.
Committee.

“It 'would be sheer lunacy. It's
beyond a mistake, It would be sui-
cide,” Wilson declared.

Noietheless, it would hardly be
surprising, because the U.S. Com-
merce Department has gone along
with:similar initiatives in the past,
Wilson said.

""The Commerce Department
wotild sell anything. They'd sell
our nuclear arsenal,” he said.

Among the technology COCOM
would make more freely available
to the Soviet Union are night-vi-
sion sensors that played a key role
in the offensive against Irag and
micreelectronic components that
are critical for guidance systems
and other aspects of ““smart’’
bombs and missiles.

The White House and the Com-
meree Department last week an-
nounced new U.S. export controls
aimed at significantly restricting
the §pread of missile technology
and ehigmical and biological weap-~
ons. =
“The new initiative reflects the
cogihition of the United States of
the continuing danger of weapons
development,” Commerce Secre-
Ia[% Robert Mosbacher said in an-
n

uncing the new controls.
desides the United States,

'COCOM is made up of Australia,
Japanand all NATO members with
the exception of Iceland.

COCOM, based in Paris, was
eated in 1949 to prevent the
ansfer: of military materials to
communist nations. Its policies
genérally have teeth because any

& of sensitive goods to commu-
jons must be approved by

thoa:tvntin

citizens, his use of Scud missiles to
terrorize civilian populations and
the chilling specter of germ warfare
and nuclear weapons have brought
home the dangers proliferation
poses to American interests and
global peace and stability,” the
statement said.

White said the action is a step in
the right direction, but it fails to
address the key concern of getting
other nations to abide by similar
restrictions. ’

For example, the United State
could sell sensitive materials to the
Soviet Union, and the Soviets could
in turn sell it to anyone they please,
White explained.

In laying out the new policies,
Mosbacher pledged to ‘‘seek maxi-
mum cooperation by other coun-
tries to adopt similar controls to
stop the spread of these weapons.”

“Our experience in the gulf has

reinforced the lesson that the most

effective export controls are those
imposed multilaterally,” it said.

. allies ready to loosen rules

tech exports, eXperts say|

But White countered that such '

talk is little more than ‘‘wishful
thinking.”

Even before the new U.S. regu-
lations were announced, Germany
and other nations were sending
signals they are interested in tight-
ening controls as well, but in fact
have been working through
COCOM to loosen controls, White
said.

“They (other nations) are say-
ing the right thing in public, but
their actions speak louder than
their words, and their actions are in
another direction. There's a pattern
of non-cooperation,” she said.

Furthermore, White argued that
a $1 million fine and a 10-year jail
sentence is inadequate deterrence
to keep a lid even on U.S. exports.
“That's just not enough,” she said.

An encouraging sign is that Wil-
son and other congressmen are
taking notice, speaking out and

* pushing legislation to tighten con-

trols, White said.
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Said Jennifer White of the Cen-
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wjjdn'ry used by Iraq in the Per-
sian Gulf War, but some of the
tech nology used to develop Sad-
dam's military through the years
came  from the United States, White

“Our soldiers overseas faced
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