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MOSCOW — Having eased nuclear -

tensions with the signing of the Strategic
Arms Reduction Treaty, President Bush

and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev on

# Wednesday intensified their joint bid to

| forge a lasting peace in the war-torn Mid-
i dle East. =

“Different winds are blowmg,” Gorba-
ch%\l/1 notid ;

1ough- st Mﬁng a commltment

‘ ael, ﬁl} U.S. and Soviet leaders

plans to convene a Mideast

1 Joint space venture plannedIA;12
[J Bush pushes business reforms/B-1

conference, but Israel remain’swreluctant pint

to join in any process that includes Pales- |
tinians living in East Jerusalem. Bush is “

sending Secretary of State James Baker to - |
Jerusalem today to try to resolve the 1s- . ;
sue with Israeli leaders. g

“We believe there is an historic oppor—
tunity right now to launch a process that
can lead to a just and enduring peace and
to a comprehenswe settlement in the

nference in C“toBer atan as yet middi

ined site.

abs and Palestinians all have

ncept to participate in the

tion that tlﬁs hlstonc opportumty must 2
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“ not be lost,” Bush said in a joint
~ news conference with Gorbachev
- following the signing of the land-
- mark START treaty.
“ As an inducement, Soviet offi-
« cials announced they are prepared
- to resume diplomatic relations with
= Israel if it agrees to participate in
* the conference. Soviets severed the
ties in 1967.
+ Soviet Foreign Minister Alek-
,.".'2 sandr Bessmertnykh pledged to
= “ personally deliver the normaliza-
« tion papers to Israel as soon as the
» conference is set.
The pressure from superpower
= leaders puts Israel in the position of
-'- being branded as the obstacle to
- peace if it refuses to participate.
w Huge hurdles remain in the Mid-
* dle East, but Wednesday was a
Iandmark day for Houston’s resi-
= dent president and he 'and Gorba-
$ chev — appropriately armed with
,, pens cast from metal melted down
* from U.S. and Soviet mid-range
» missiles — signed the first ever
+ agreement to substantially reduce
& long-range nuclear stockpiles.
#*  Each nation’s arsenals will be cut
# by roughly a third overall, but the
= United States and Soviet Union will
. retain about 9,000 and 7,000 nu-
= clear warheads respectively —
“‘ more than enough to obliterate
= each other several times over.
= Plans already are afoot for even
= deeper cuts.
% The treaty also mandates un-
« precedented verification proce-
2: dures designed to allow each side
. to assure the other is sticking to its
= word. In past negotiations, there
m has been a constant concern by
“U.S. officials that Soviets were
. fudging on their numbers.
_“I happen to believe that the
= winners on this are the young peo-
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= ple, not just in the Soviet Union,

Using pens cast from melted-down missiles,
Presidents George Bush and Mikhail Gorba-

not just in the United States, but all
around the world,” Bush declared.

He called the 700-page docu-
ment ‘“the most complicated of
contracts governing the most seri-
ous of concerns.”

The treaty took almost a decade
to hammer out. Negotiations were
started by former President Rea-
gan’'s administration, and Bush
made note of that during the sign-
ing ceremony.

Gorbachev described the agree-
ment as ‘‘a moral achievement and
a major breakthrough in our coun-
try’s thinking . . . Our next goal is
to ‘make full use of this break-
through to make disarmament an
irreversible process.”

But Bush and Gorbachev agreed
that elimination of the superpow-
ers’ nuclear arsenals may forever
be a dream unfulfilled.

When the question was raised at
a news conference, Bush said it is

“impractical to give “a utopian an-

swer.”

Asked whether he is concerned
about freedom-minded Soviet re-
publics gaining control of nuclear
missiles, Bush replied, “I wouldn’t
suggest that a breakaway republic
is going to use a nuclear weapon
against the United States, but I

would suggest that we have-every -

reason in the world to be con-
cerned about renegades . . . getting
hold of nuclear weapons.”

Therefore, he said, it's vital for
the United States to maintain a nu-
clear deterrent.

Gorbachev. agreed that nuclear
arms should be kept “‘as an ele-

~ment of deterrence.” However, on

the occasion of a historic arms re-
duction treaty signing, he said the

world should be rejoicing that the-

days of the United States and Sovi-
et Union trying to top each other’s
stockpiles are over.

“Yes, we got involved in the.
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chev sign the Strategic Arms Reduction
Treaty at the Kremlin on Wednesday.

: Bush, Gorbachev sign arms accord

arms race in a very serious way,”’
Gorbacheyv said.

“Thank God, as we say in Rus-
sian, that we stopped this and -

turned it back. And this is a great :
accomplishment. because we un- »

derstood where we were headed ke

he said.

Bush and' Gorbachev held their

last extensive talks of the summit
at the Soviet leader’s retreat out-
side of Moscow. There, they met
almost five hours, focusing not just
on matters of war and peace, but
largely on economic issues facing

the Soviet Union as it continues its -
dramatic political and social re-

forms under Gorbachev. :

Both leaders proclaimed their re-
lations to be close and warm, pro-
viding the basis for cooperative
measures that seemed unattainable

just a few short years ago when -

U.S. officials still referred to the So-
viet Union as the “evil empire.”

In a toast to his counterpart dur-
ing dinner Wednesday night, Bush
proclaimed, “Our new relationship
will be built not just by politicians
and bureaucrats in Washington and
Moscow, but in a more profound
way by our people in Seattle and

Sverdlovsk, Houston and Stavro- -

pol, by Americans in California’s

Silicon Valley and Russians in your !

great universities and scientific in-
stitutes.”

Bush is in the Soviet Union not
only to enhance his relations with
Gorbachev, but also with leaders of
the democracy-mmded Soviet re-
publics. He had several brief en-
counters with Boris Yeltsin, presi-
dent of the republic of Russia and a

head to his Kennebunkport, Mame
vacation home next week .

_Gorbachev rival, and today travels '
to Kiev in the Ukraine before re- |
turning to Washington late tonight. !
After catching up on various |
matters in Washington, Bush will




