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ence Thomas won Senate confirmation to the
1048 vote, overcoming explosive accusations o

>mmon§m.a Press
reme Court Tuesday on
sexual harassment to

yme the second black justice in United States history.

~ WHAT THEY SAID

“larence Thomas is not confirmed,
every fime we have a controversial
lation, we are going fo have a last-
minute political charge in the best
tion of dirty political campaigns in
ica and we are going fo repeat this
process many times.”

; .l.mo:.. Phll Gramm, R-Texas

‘I believe that Clarence Thomas is
what America is all about. He
captures in himself the American
pirit, the tradition of being able to
ke the most of your life and apply
urself and to contribute something
with your life.”
—Sen. John C. Danforth, R-Mo.
‘aSSIMEerT SeruuD civagss
Bradley accused the administra-
a of “colossal insensitivity™ to-
rd sexual harassment and said
-h conduct will only encourage
tims to remain silent.
He also harshly criticized Thom-
who decried his treatment by
» Senate as a “high-tech lynch-
3 for uppity blacks,” for raising
= specter of race.
mmw. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.,
reed, accusing Thomas of bring-
g up race as “‘a diversionary tac-
"to divert both the committee's
\d American public's attention
vay from the issue at hand — the
sue being which one ﬂ,soamm or
ill) is telling the truth.
Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.,
lasted Republicans’ attempts to
iggest Hill suffers from mental

v enas ==

with it for the next 30 or 40 yeat

That is too high a price to pay,
great a risk to take,” he said.

Reaction from special
groups for and
swift.

Eleanor Smeal, an anti-Thom

crusader with ”:5 Fund for
Feminist Majority,

side of the vote is that “Anita

has provided a nationwide teach-
on sexual harassment and the ne

for women in the Senate.”

In contrast, the Eagle Forun
Phyllis Schlafly, who mowv_ma:m.
tensively for Thomas, said, T
feminists and other liberals in tl
country have just gotten the bac
lash of public and Senate opini

that tl 2y deserve.” _
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Associated Press
Law professor Anita Hill returns to
class Tuesday at the University of
Oklahoma after testifying last week
about sexual harassment charges she
leveled against Clarence Thomas.

U5, SUPREME COURT?

<m0 &= —ang) : I ]

“I voted against Judge Thomas . '~
because of the contradictions between
the strong views he expressed in earlier
speeches and articles and his answers
to questions during confirmation
hearings.” 57

21
l

—Sen. Lioyd Bentsen, D-Texas -

1 “When and if we confirm this or the .

next nominee ... we’re talking about
15,000 days, 15,000 days, that that
individual will be making decisions
that’ll affect our lives more than any
decision the United States Senate will
take in the next one, three, five, years.”

—Sen. Joseph R. Biden Jr., D-Del.

Marla Cloud/The Houston Post

U Cwords fly between Ken-

E nedy, Specter/A-9 e
[0 Senate still uncertain of
what's truth, lies/A-9
[0 Thomas will carry big
battle scars/A-8
CIHill says testimony ‘was
right thing to do”/A-9
[] Senate’s two women
split over vote/A-8
[] Thomas" mother cefe-
brates confirmation/A-9 .
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Judge m@.
‘healing’ in i
wake of vote

Controversial mocon
largely on party lines
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BY JOHN GRAVOIS euFe
POST WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — A bitterly di-
vided U.S. Senate confirmed Su-
preme Court nominee Clarence
Thomas by a 52-48 margin Tues-
day, climaxing one of the most .
strange and salacious episodes in_
congressional history. s

Thomas, 43, who a few days ago
was so frustrated by the process -
that he informed: members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee they
could “take this job and shove it,"
will become the 106th justice and'
only the second black ever to serve
on the high court. . :

The staunchly conservative
Thomas.will replace retired Justice
Thurgood Marshall, one of the last

“true liberals on the court. ik

Shortly after the vote, standing .
in the rain under-an umbrella with :
his wife outside their suburban Vir-

. ginia home, Thomas said ‘it is time °

to put the divisiveness of his confir-
mation struggle behind them. -
“No matter how difficult or how
painful the process has been. . . we .
have to go forward ... This is a
time for Healing, not a time for an:-.
ger or for animosity,” said Thomas;
who will relinquish his seat on the
federal circuit appeals court 'in
Washington and take. his seat on
the Supreme Court as soon as pas- .
sible. ,
Minutes before, President Bush.
called his nominee — whose con- |
firmation was jeopardized by last-
minute allegations of sexual ha-
rassment — to offer congratula-
tions. S

.. “You're a wonderful Emv:mzo:

and you.had the overwhelming .
support of the American people.
You have a lifetime of service to -
your country ahead. Well done,*
said Bush, who watched the Senate
vote on television.

In a prepared statement issued
by White House spokesman Marlin
Fitzwater, Bush said, ‘‘Judgé
Thomas has demonstrated to the.
Congress and to the nation that he -
is 2 man of honesty, dedication and :*
commitment to the Constitution
and the rule of law. The nation and.
the court benefit from having-a -
man of principle who is sensitive tg .
the problems and opportunities
facing all Americans.” FYs

In Norman, Okla., the woman

-who accused Thomas of mmx:m:M.

Please see THOMAS, A-11 .-
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harassing her when she worked for
him at the Education Department
and then at the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission in the
early 1980s said she was satisfied
she had been ‘“‘able to go out and
tell what I knew true.”

“What I hope is that none of this
will deter others from coming for-
ward. This is an important issue
and the dialogue will not stop
here,” said Anita Hill, 35, now a
law professor at Oklahoma Univer-
sity.

Thomas had emphatically de-
nied her charges and complained
. he was the victim of a *'high-tech
lynching.” The nation was trans-
fixed as the accusations were
spelled out in explicit detail and
debated in nationally televised
hearings this past weekend.

Never before has a Supreme

Court neminee been confirmed
with so many dissenting votes, al-
though there have been closer bal-
lots. The narrowest margin came in
1881 when Stanley Matthews
edged ‘onto the court on.a’24-23
fally, ¢
As Sen. w_nrma mvm__uw_ D-Ala.,
one of 11 Democrats to back
Thomas, said, ‘‘He’s going to go on
the court with a cloud. He’s going
to have 8 work it on but that’s his
problem.”

Tuesday’s vote was largely along
party lines, but Thomas would
have gone down iri defeat without
the Democrats who sided with 41
Republicans in voting for him. Two
Senate Republicans — James Jef-
fords of Vermont and Robert Pack-
wood of Oregon — jumped the
GOP ship on the confirmation
vote.

The Senate’s two female mem-
bers were loyal to their parties, Re-
publican Nancy Kassebaum of
Kansas voted for Thomas and
Democrat Barbara Mikulski of
Maryland voted against him.

Texas’ senators split on Thomas,
with Republican Phil Gramm' vot-
ing for confirmation and Democrat
Lloyd Bentsen against it.

“This whole process has been
vamnma in an effort to find a rea-
son to derail Clarence Thomas,”
Gramm said in a fiery floor speech
before the 5 p.m. CDT vote.

Bentsen did not participate in
the daylong debate, but said in a
prepared statement that he voted
against Thomas because the nomi-
nee ‘‘has only minimum qualifica-
tions” and during confirmation
hearings contradicted many past
positions.

Exactly one week before Tues-
day’s final vote, Thomas was well
on his way to being confirmed by a
much wider margin. But Hill's
eleventh-hour bombshell spurred
senators to reopen Judiciary Com-
mittee hearings and delay the vote
until last night.

As millions of Americans tuned
in live on national television over
the weekend, Hill and Thomas and
their respective supporters en-
gaged in a three-day tempestuous
and tawdry duel of credibility. It
was gripping political drama, but in
the end there was no decisive win-
ner.

The Thomas confirmation finally
may have reached its apex with
Tuesday’s vote, but the book is far
from closed on the ordeal as Senate
' Majority Ieader George Mitchell

>mw°n_m»0a _Uﬂoa

With a phalanx of media a_o..ouwo:om in: front of ..___._._. an
umbrella above him and his wife, Virginia, at his side, Judge
Clarence Thomas greets reporters outside his home after the
Senate confirmed his nomination Tuesday. m:o:.oo? i

vowed to investigate the leaking of
classified material that led to Hill's
allegations going public. She ini-

tially sought to keep her claims pri-

vate,

Several Republican senators
have indicated they won't be satis-
fied with an internal inquiry and

have called on Bush to order an

FBI investigation. The GOPers ar-
gue the results of a Democrat-con-

trolled probe into alleged leaks by

Democrats would be suspect.

Such partisan sniping dominated
much of Tuesday's debate, as it ap-
peared that not only Thomas was
on trial, but also the credibility of
the Senate and the Bush adminis-
tration. {

Sen. Bill Bradley, D-N.../was
one of several Democrats accusing

White House in particular of being
unfair to Hill by trying to destroy
her credibility and insensitive to-
ward women by not taking sexual
harassment serious enough.

Bradley accused the administra-
tion of “colossal insensitivity'" to-
ward sexual harassment and said
such conduct will only encourage
victims to remain silent. :

He also harshly criticized .265-
as, who decried his treatment by
the Senate as a “high-tech lynch.,
ing for uppity blacks,” for raising
the specter of race.

Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W. <m..
agreed, accusing Thomas of bring-
ing up race as “‘a diversionary tac-
tic to divert both the committee’s
and American public’s attention
away from the issue at hand — the
issue being which one (Thomas or
Hill) is telling the truth.”

Sen. Edward Kennedy, O-z_mmm..
blasted Republicans’ attempts to
suggest Hill suffers from mental

et

Republicans in general and the

problems that led to her B:Emﬁ_:m
the harassment she n_m_am she suf-
fered from Thomas.
“They resorted to So meanest

-and most unfounded cut of all —
that this tenured law professor,
who testified with such grace and
dignity, is delusional . . . That base-
less charge is an insult to Professor.
Hill and to the ‘millions of Ameri-
can women who' have been Em

_ victims of sexual harassment,”

_Am.::maw said.
.. Cal¢ulated' slurs’ of that
w_:a mnE.m other women ‘into - si-
lence,” he added. .
Although: Republicans . argued
long and hard that Thomas should
be afforded the benefit of the doubt

+ﬁ be. %.Rcamu :Eonma.‘smomm_
P

Mw::& ¥ said fal S
preme nocz muucmsm_.:m:ﬂ is’ wm_.ﬁo
'seriousa matter to allow:any | mo: t
whatsoever: (.. .0

“If we Bmwm a q:mﬁmwm -oa
_the Supreme Court will be livi
with it and the nation will be livi
with it for the next 30 or 40 ye
That is too high a U_._nm to pay, So
great a risk to take,” he said.

Reaction from special interest

<~ ‘groups for and mm&:ﬁ .H.:oamm was

swift. :

m_mmso_. Smeal, an mbcb.roamw
‘crusader ‘with: The . Fund! for ‘the
Feminist Majority, said the bright

. side of the vote is that “‘Anita Hill

has provided a nationwide teach-in |
on sexual harassment and the need |

for women in the Senate.”

In_contrast, the Eagle, Forum’s:
m.:w._:m ngmmw. who lobbied ex:
tensively for Thomas, said, *“‘The"
feminists and other liberals in this
country have just gotten ﬁn_@mmw.

lash ,of public. m:a Senate. opinion;
Em: deserve.”
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