With over 8 million plastic pieces polluting
our waters daily, plastic pollution is on the
rise — now more than ever before thanks to

pandemic hygiene measures that now sees
everything wrapped in plastic globally.

The Planet Calls foundation recently
launched the “Moving Water Alliance™
initiative to tackle plastic pollution by
offering support to river and beach cleanups

from around the world.

1 recently caught up with the co-founder of
The Planet Calls, Amour Setter who is the
brainchild behind Moving Water Alliance -
to find out why Moving Water Alliance
might be the key to decreasing water
pollution.




HOW DID THE MOVING WATER
ALLIANCE START?

WHO IS IN CHARGE OF THE MOVING WATER
ALLIANCE?

WHICH COUNTRIES ARE CURRENTLY
INVOLVED WITH THE ALLIANCE?

We ha arm several countries including

E ya, Ethiopid || auth &frica and the

WHAT ARE THE BEMEFITS THAT ORGAMISATIONS
CAMN GAlN FROM THE ALLIANCE?

| Breliewe that our members will Benefit greatly Trom the
community and the support that we affer. Running a
beach or river deanup operation is a difficult, lonely
and thankless task. Being abile o talk o other like

rinaed e that

re choing the same is both
comfarting and inspiring

Iry tirees, wee will spearhead Lero Waste Centres in the
earnmunities of our members that aim B encourage
peaple 1o adopt & rero-waste lifestyle. This will entai

free educational workshops, up-cyeling courses that

will teach people how to re ousehald items

inst 2ng tham 1o lal

them how te wark with koeal ¢ Ly Cuncils

municipalites 1o arnsure Cormmunities are a

correct recycling methods,

Iru i, e will also be able to access funding

thiat will help us £et up Zer Waste Cantras

CAD

WHY IS ZERO WASTE CRUCIAL FOR TACKLING
OUR PLASTIC PROBLEM?

Something we keep saying at Moving Water Allianee is

the Sodution! & Zero Wast

Recycling is M

ERNCOmp:E jand up- cyoang e

&% far as possible. And

by and

making =

BRAMple, r rirng stufl inss ding it o the

landfill, buying vintage or second-hand clothing

instead of supparting fast Tashion

carnpast bin to recycle your leflovers, You don't have
ta go all-owt ta begin with, that is very hard amyoay.

Bt Yo Car Gl W IO s L0k 8 Imeare eficiant way

of dealing with waste and evenually you becorme

bestrer at it and mone conscious of your buying habits.

IS IT POSSIBLE TO JOIN THE ALLIAMNCE IF | DON'T
HAVE AN ORGAMISATION?

or riwer cleanup project or has

any Furthiesr o

hesitate to email us at



SUSTAINABILITY
TRENDS OF 2021

By Erryl Ho

AFTER THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN 2020, PEOPLE
AROUND THE WORLD REALISED THE IMPORTANCE
OF ECO-SUSTAINABILITY. PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
HEALTH IS OF UTMOST IMPORTANCE, AND WE CAN
ONLY SUSTAIN THIS BY PROTECTING OUR GLOBAL
HOME — PLANET EARTH.

WITHOUT PLANET EARTH, WHERE ELSE ARE WE
GOING TO LIVE?

WITH 2021 COMING TO A CLOSE, HERE ARE THE TOP
SUSTAINABILITY TRENDS WE HAVE NOTICED THAT
WILL HELP TO MAKE OUR WORLD A BETTER PLACE.

THE RISE OF SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTS

The Gen Z generation (1996-2016) raised awarenass
for a lot of topics that were barely spoken about
previously. They began speaking on topics like racism,
rental health, climate change - feeling a
responsibility to make a real change on these ongoing

1IS55U25.

Eco-sustainability has been a hot topic in recent years,
especially with the popularity of vegan or plant-based
diets to stop meat and dairy consumption. Not anly is
it a healthier alternative, but using less meat and dairy
products reduces land and water use for farming
animals.

With meat product sales going down by 18% during
the pandemic, we can only imagine haw much farther
it will go down with the rise of plant-based eaters.

Who would imagine that switching 1o a plant-based
diet would help reduce pollution, save animals and
feel happier overall?

THE WORKING FROM HOME LIFESTYLE

The pandemic forced employees to adapt to the
“waork from home” lifestyle, with some doubts in mind
in terms of productivity. Unexpected|y, the forced

implemeantation was more effective than ever.

Not anly did employees enjoy working at home maore,
but less transportation was used for commuting —
hence less coal, oil and gas consumption. With
workers eating at home, fewer plastics were also used

during lunch hours.

Working at home might be a growing trend even
when the pandemic is over. With less consumption of
natural resources, this is another big step to saving our
planet.

RENEWAELE ENERGY GETTING CHEAPER THAN
EVER

With countries realising the importance of
sustainability, they also recognised the need to adopt
renewable energy. In the last ten years, wind and solar
plants became 70% and 89% cheaper — exceaeding
coal and gas consumption in the next 5 years with
cost reduction.

Coal plants are difficult to maintain the older they get,
hence higher maintenance and operation casts. Their
only choices are to raise their energy’s prices or shut

down as a whaole.
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So why is renewable energy getting cheaper?

Renewable energy is 100% free with less operating
expenses when compared to coal and fossil fuel

plants.

With more countries using renewable energy, prices
go down due to increased capacity. This makes
renewable energy affordable for developing
countries, creating access to this technology globally.

In order to achieve sustainability, we can only get
there by helping each other — and that's exactly what
these countries are doing with renewable energy.

CLEAN AIR WILL EE A HIGHER PRIORITY

Pictures of clear blue skies blew up on social media
during the start of the pandemic, the result of less air
pollution from the lack of operating factories. Now
countries are mare aware of the devastating
consequences of air pollution — and are putting a stop
to it

Having clean air is essential to aur human health,
especially from viruses like Covid-19. With over 190
countries involved with the Paris Agreement — an
international treaty on climate change — we hope to
see a greener revolution in the coming decades.

Companies are setting goals for achieving net-zero
emissions and climate positivity. Actions include the
planting of trees, regenerative agriculture
investments, and more.

With these four sustainability trends becoming norms
in future years, we can only hope to see a real greener
change — for future generations to come.




