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HIS LIFE

= Born May 31, 1819 in Long Island, NY,
= He was the 2™ of 9 children

= His family moved to Brooklyn when he was 4
= Died March 26, 1892 in Camden, NJ
= Attended public school until age 11
= Began working at the age of 12

= Printer, Teacher, Editor, Journalist

» Did you know?

= He also built houses and dabbled in real
estate (1850-1855)




HIS LIFE

» Self-Educated
= Museums, Books, Theater

= Open discussions/debates

» Civil War Years

= Visited sick & injured, both Confederate and Union
soldiers, to “alleviate some of the mental depression and
bodily suffering he saw in the wards.”

= Wrote Drum-Taps

= Partner - Peter Doyle 16.4
= A Confederate soldier Whitman visited in the hospital

= “the most intense and romantic friendship the poet would
have”




= Notebooks |
" of his scanned notebooks are online g : | 3 s |

= Most known for Leaves of Grass i%}
= 9 editions of this book over his lifetime

= Each successive issue was not an entirely new edition

= Changed titles, rearranged or re-grouped poems, ;*
modified lines, separated and combined poems,addeda |
few new poems each time

= Whitman'’s Novel,
= Originally published anonymously in 1852 as a 6-part series in
New York’s Sunday Dispatch
= Rediscovered in 2016 by University of Houston grad student,
Zachary Turpin

= Published in full in the Walt Whitman Quarterly Review in 2017

= Common Themes
= Democracy/Democratic Voice, Individualism, the Natural World



https://whitmanarchive.org/manuscripts/finding_aids/integrated.html
https://ir.uiowa.edu/wwqr/vol34/iss3/3/

TO & STRANGER

= Who is the “Stranger” Whitman speaks of?

= In a different life, under different circumstances, the stranger
could be a neighbor

= Why do you think Whitman felt a need to humanize the
Stranger?

= This poem was written during the time of the industrial
revolution. Whitman feared that as cities grew, “neighbors” of
rural America would be fewer.

= Whitman wanted people to change their perspective, change
how they viewed the people they came across from day to
day.

= What is the significance of the all-encompassing “I"” in
Whitman’s poetry?

= Hoped to identify with the reader on a personal level

= Call for unity in a divided nation

©



TO & STRANGER

= Bram Stoker, a stranger to Walt Whitman, felt compelled to
write a letter to him after reading Leaves of Grass in college.

= Included in a biography about Bram Stoker “Something in
the Blood”

= Printed in the Paris Review on October 31,2016

= Inspires articles still today

= “Walt Whitman on Neighbors and Strangers” by Berny
Belvedere (2016)

= “City with No Neighbors” by Berny Belvedere (2017)

= Parallel Text: “Walt Whitman ‘more important now than ever’”
by Kathleen McGarvey (2017)

= Recommended Movie: “Dead Poet’s Society”



https://www.theparisreview.org/blog/2016/10/31/something-blood-part-3/
http://www.rochester.edu/newscenter/walt-whitman-more-important-now-than-ever-228072/
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