
TURIN, Italy — Sasha Cohen
has been down the gold medal
road before ... but the road ended
without the American skating
sensation winning the big prize.

She enters tonight’s Olympic fi-
nals in women’s figure skating as
the leader, with two-time cham-
pion Irina Slutskaya of Russia
second by only .03 points. Cohen
as had plenty of chances to win,
only to fall apart and come up
short. The 2003 and 2004 national
championships. The 2004 world
championships. The Salt Lake
City Olympics.

Each time she went into the
free skate with a chance to win.
And each time she faltered.

Cohen is doing things her own
way, though. She skipped both of
her practices Wednesday, decid-
ing rest was more important.

By Amber Tafoya
atafoya@kalamazoogazette.com

388-7495

A month ago, it looked as
if a Spanish-language pro-
gram at a Kalamazoo ele-
mentary school would be-
come history.

Now, after a backlash from
parents, it may become a
more integral part of Lin-
coln International Studies
School than ever.

Its principal is expected
tonight to outline for KPS
trustees a proposal to make
a Spanish-language immer-
sion program part of the
main focus at the North Bur-
dick Street school.

“We are presenting the recommen-
dation that Lincoln implement a full-
school-participation immersion pro-
gram,” Principal Kimberly

Parker-DeVauld said. “We will become
one immersion and international mag-
net brand.”

About 224 students — a little less than

half of Lincoln’s population
— currently participate in
the immersion classes, de-
signed to give native-Span-
ish speakers an easier tran-
sition into English and
native-English speakers a
much greater fluency in
Spanish. While students
have to apply for limited
seating now, the proposed
new model would make im-
mersion available to every-
one.

During recent school
board meetings, students
and parents protested a
move to eliminate or phase
out the program. Those con-
cerns and resulting discus-
sions factored into creation

of the new proposal, Parker-DeVauld
said.
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Consolidating both Portage high
schools into a single campus, build-
ing a new elementary school and ac-
quiring a vacant Pfizer Inc. building
are all being explored as part of a
bond issue that could come before
voters next year.

School officials are hoping to pre-
sent the bond request in February or
May of 2007 as they consider an am-

bitious agenda to upgrade and ex-
pand school facilities, Superinten-
dent Peter McFarlane said in his an-
nual State of the District address
Wednesday before the Portage Ro-
tary Club.

“If you want to provide the best
opportunities for kids, you have to
start looking at space,” he told a
gathering of about 50 people at the
Portage Senior Center.

The bond issue would be used to
renovate or replace existing facili-
ties, many of which are more than

50 years old. The changes could re-
sult in shifting some students and
resources, he said.

McFarlane said the district is con-
sidering building an elementary
school on its 12th Street property,
partly in response to a growing pop-
ulation in Texas Township. Ways to
address crowded classrooms at the
high schools are also being studied,
including possibly placing both
schools on the same campus, he said.

By Al Jones and Michelle Miron
Kalamazoo Gazette

Economic developers from several West Michi-
gan counties, brought together by Southwest Michi-
gan First, expect to choose by the end of March a na-
tionally recognized automotive consulting firm to
help select a site to accommodate a large auto plant.

“We are right now putting to-
gether a regional consortium for
western Michigan that looks at
where an auto-assembly or large-
scale auto plant could be built in
the region,” said Ron Kitchens,
chief executive officer of South-
west Michigan First.

The idea, he said, is to have a
certified site that municipalities
can improve and offer to a major
industrial user.

In the auto industry, Kitchens said, “there is going
to be consolidation.But at some point there are going
to be newplants built in the country (and) in the Mid-
west. And we can be competitive in Michigan but
we’re going to have to understand that we compete
not just with the South or Mexico, but globally.”

Although Kitchens said the group met before
Michigan was mentioned as a potential site for
Toyota Motor Corp. to build a new North Ameri-
can engine or assembly plant, the potential of that
project looms large in the background.

By Rod Smith
Special to the Gazette

GRAND JUNCTION — Richard Hatch,
who gained fame on the television show
“Survivor,” and infamy for not paying
taxes on his million-dollar prize, also has
some tax issues in Van Buren County.

Hatch owns nine properties in the
county, and according to County Trea-
surer Karen Makay, he hasn’t paid taxes
since 2002, the year he bought them.

“He was in our office for the purchase,”
Makay said. “We have pictures with him.”

Three of Hatch’s properties are in Co-
lumbia Township, and the county is con-
sidering foreclosing on a Huron Street

property. According to Township Trea-
surer Mary Fogarty, property taxes on
the parcel are $40 a year.

It’s small potatoes compared to other tax
troubles faced by Hatch, of Newport, R.I.,
who could receive 13 years in prison after
being convicted last month on federal tax-
evasion charges. He currently is in a Prov-
idence, R.I., jail awaiting sentencing.

But in Columbia Township, they’re tak-
ing Hatch’s local debt seriously. “He was
sent at least three notices,” Fogarty said.

There was a burned-out house that was
on the Huron Street property when Hatch
bought it, and the house still sits there be-
cause Hatch failed to live up to his promise
to pay for cleanup, according to Columbia

Township Supervisor
Dale Bradford.

Noting that Hatch is in
jail and that his other tax
matters are a bit more
pressing, Bradford said,
“I don’t think we’ll see
any money out of him.”

Hatch, 44, appeared on
“Survivor” more than
five years ago. He became
known for his scheming and his penchant
for shedding his clothing, prompting co-
median David Letterman to call him “the
fat, naked guy.”
The Associated Press contributed to this
report.

Richard Hatch
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Portage Public Schools officials are exploring a potential purchase of
this Pfizer Inc. office building at Portage and Bishop roads.Please see PORTAGE, A2
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New idea: Immerse entire school

U-TURN ON LINCOLN SPANISH-LANGUAGE PROGRAM

The shadow of teacher Heather Russell’s hand appears in an
image as she presents a math problem. Students in her class
learn in both English and Spanish.

Van Buren:‘Survivor’Hatch owes taxes here

SARAH RICE / GAZETTE

Fourth-grader Shelby Rife works on her Spanish-language skills Wednesday at Lincoln International Studies School in Kalamazoo.

Portage eyes new, consolidated schools
Vacant Pfizer building could figure into bond proposal
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KPS officials looked into op-
tions from phasing the program
out to moving it out of Lincoln to
help sharpen the school’s focus.
Parker-DeVauld said having both
international-education and im-
mersion programs at Lincoln has
split the school and resulted in a
segregated student population.
Few African-American students
are in the immersion program
because some parents don’t un-
derstand the benefits, she said.

“We want to show parents that
students do as well or better in an
immersion environment,”
Parker-DeVauld said. “By the
end of the program, we expect all
students to become bilingual,
biliterate — not just the select
few the school produces now.”

Another problem with the pro-
gram’s current design is finding
enough students whose first lan-
guage is Spanish to make up half
the class, a requirement that was
based on old immersion models.

Parker-DeVauld said that, after
researching alternatives, she be-
lieves her new proposal fits with
the community’s makeup and al-
lows more flexibility in the ratio
of students speaking Spanish
versus English, without dimin-
ishing learning opportunities.

Students who are in the pro-
gram now learn math, science
and other subjects in English and

Spanish. Some say they hope
their bilingual skills will help
them excel in college and in the
work force.

On Wednesday, teacher Heather
Russell’s fourth-grade class was
learning to do fractions in Span-
ish. Milton Romero-Diaz, whose
native language is Spanish, leaned
over a classmate’s worksheet,
which directed students in Span-
ish to divide several circles based
on a given fraction, and with a few

soft words and demonstration,
helped her solve the problem.

“I like learning Spanish and
English,” Milton said later. “If
someone has a problem learning
in Spanish, I can help.”

Student Shelby Rife, whose
first language is English, agreed.
“If I go somewhere where people
are speaking Spanish, I know
what to do,” she said.

Knowing two languages helps
the students analyze their lan-

guage and its origins,Russell said.
“Students have the option to

bring home worksheets in Span-
ish or English,” she said. “This
encourages parent involvement
on both sides.”

The Spanish-language immer-
sion program is a topic for
tonight’s Kalamazoo Public
Schools Board of Education
meeting at 7 p.m. at the district
Administration Building, 1220
Howard St.

Board President Tim Bartik
said Wednesday that he needed to
hear the proposal before com-
menting on it. The school board
will make a final decision on the
program as part of its budgeting
process in late June. Parker-De-
Vauld said proposed funding to
expand Lincoln’s immersion pro-
gram would come from grants
and KPS general funds.

Continued from A1

In an interview after the 30-
minute speech, McFarlane said
the district is exploring the pur-
chase of Pfizer’s Building 298.
The 16-year-old, primarily un-
used administrative building is
on the east side of Portage Road,
north of Pfizer’s main manufac-
turing complex. It is opposite
Building 88, which once served
as world headquarters for The
Upjohn Co.

Earlier this year, Portage
school officials toured Building
298, which has been for sale
since last spring. It is not clear
whether Building 298, if pur-
chased by the district, would be

used for instruction, adminis-
tration or both. School board
President Tom Eddy said needed
facility upgrades would cost be-
tween $15 million and $20 mil-
lion.

The Kalamazoo Gazette was
unable to reach Pfizer officials
for comment.

McFarlane said talks about
upgrading district facilities
began in 2004, and an advisory
committee, formed in Septem-
ber, is evaluating facility needs.
The board is expected to act on
the committee’s recommenda-
tions in November or Decem-
ber.

In other comments, McFar-
lane said:

# He anticipates a slight drop
in enrollment as some students
transfer to Kalamazoo Public
Schools to take advantage of
The Kalamazoo Promise. “While
we may see some losses in kids,
we think it’s a huge benefit for
the entire area,” he said.

# District officials are explor-
ing an expansion of the Inter-
national Baccalaureate pro-
gram, a college-level curriculum
with a global emphasis, to in-
clude grades six through 10. Cur-
rently, the curriculum is offered
to 11th- and 12th-graders. Any

expansion would not see board
action for at least another year.

# Staff is working with Kala-
mazoo Valley Community Col-
lege to create more alternative-
education opportunities for
students while strengthening
Education for Employment pro-
grams.

# 90 percent of district gradu-
ates attend two- or four-year in-
stitutions. He said state achieve-
ment scores are in the top 3
percent, noting the district is
among 8 percent of the state’s
school districts consistently per-
forming at levels higher than
comparable districts.
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Hometowns wrong in assault report
A report on Page A4 Tuesday misstated hometowns of a victim

and one of the three suspects in an assault Monday near Bangor.
The victim, Anthony Givans, 19, is from Grand Junction. A 19-
year-old suspect is from South Haven, Michigan State Police said.

Electra’s Vienna agenda: Ball and boychoir
Former Playboy cover girl Carmen Electra promised to stay

fully clothed during the premier event of Vienna, Austria’s soci-
ety set — the Opera Ball.

Asked by reporters if she planned to cause a stir at the high-
brow occasion, the former “Baywatch” star
demurred.

Electra, who is married to former Red
Hot Chili Peppers guitarist Dave
Navarro, is attending the dance tonight
at the invitation of Richard Lugner, a
Vienna businessman who invites
celebrities to attract media attention.

While staying in Vienna, she
wants to see the Vienna Boys
Choir. “They were my idols in
my childhood, when I was
singing in a choir myself,” she
said.

Prince to perform 
as‘special guest’

Prince has announced to
fan-club members that he’s
performing Saturday at the Or-
pheum Theater in Minneapo-
lis, but he didn’t give himself

top billing.
He will ap-

pear as a “spe-
cial guest” of
Tamar, the
R&B singer
who recently
performed
with Prince
on NBC’s “Sat-
urday Night

Live.”
Fan-club tickets sold out

within minutes, but more seats
will be made available through
Ticketmaster for $50 each. The
pair have two more concerts
scheduled — in Chicago on
Monday and Philadelphia on
Wednesday.

No charges planned
against Pesci

Film tough guy Joe Pesci will
not be charged for allegedly
punching a fan who pho-
tographed him in a shopping
center parking lot, officials said.

The Palm Beach County,

Fla., State Attorney’s Office
will not file charges against
the “Goodfellas” Oscar-winner
because there was no likeli-
hood of conviction, Assistant
State Attorney Jill Estey Rich-
stone said Wednesday.

“The investigating officer
was unable to determine who
the primary aggressor was and
there are no independent wit-
nesses,” Richstone wrote in re-
sponse to a Boca Raton police
warrant request.

‘Bring ’Em Home’
concert set for NYC

Anti-war activist Cindy
Sheehan and REM frontman
Michael Stipe will headline a
New York concert to urge the
withdrawal of U.S. troops from
Iraq.

The “Bring ’Em Home Now!”
concert will be held at the
Hammerstein Ballroom on
March 20, the third anniver-
sary of the invasion of Iraq.
Rufus Wainwright and
Bright Eyes also will perform.

Today’s birthdays
Actor Peter Fonda is 66.

Rock musician Brad Whit-
ford (Aerosmith) is 54. Actress
Kristin Davis is 41. Actress
Dakota Fanning is 12.

— Associated Press

Carmen
Electra
holds a
Mozart

figurine

Prince

Continued from A1

Regional development initiative under way
The question of whether Toy-

ota will build a plant in south-
western Michigan — bringing
500 or more much-needed jobs
with it — is still the subject of
widely divergent speculation by
local government and commu-
nity leaders.

National media reports during
the past two months have pointed
to neighboring cities Benton Har-
bor and Battle Creek as top
choices for the automaker. And on
Feb. 16, the Associated Press re-
ported that the Indiana Economic
Development Corp. is in talks
with Toyota to build a plant there.

On Friday, U.S. Rep. Fred Upton,
R-St. Joseph, said he will meet
with a Toyota executive soon to
continue to lobby for southwest-
ern Michigan to be the site of any
new plant. But neither he nor any
other government or business
leaders claim to have knowledge
of any specific plans by Toyota.

Jim Press, president of Toyota
Motor Sales USA, was quoted last
month as telling industry repre-
sentatives that Michigan is “very
close to the top of the list” of po-
tential locales for new develop-
ment. But Toyota spokesmen
continue to deny that the com-
pany is even considering build-
ing a new North American en-
gine plant.

Liz Boyd, press secretary for
Gov. Jennifer Granholm, said
Wednesday, “We have frequent
conversations with Toyota.” But
she said the state has nothing
new to report.

Kitchens said his organization
is already getting requests for job
information from excited indi-
viduals, but he said that is unfair

to Toyota because the Japanese
car company has made no an-
nouncements and has not con-
firmed any of the reports.

Kitchens said the potential
partners in the economic-devel-
opers consortium — none of the
16 or more professionals who
have met thus far has put any
money into a combined kitty —
met for the first time just before
Christmas at the Kalamazoo
Country Club. He said profes-
sionals from organizations in
Battle Creek, Muskegon, Grand
Rapids and other communities
met without an agenda to dis-
cuss areas of common interest.
Out of that came an agreement
that there is a need for single-
user-development sites.

A consulting firm will help the
group winnow down potential
sites for a large auto plant, he
said. How much land is needed
for that, and how much infra-
structure development is neces-
sary, will depend on what type of
facility would be built.

Kitchens said an engine plant
may require less space and not
have to be near major highways.
That is the case with Toyota’s 8-
year-old engine plant in Buffalo,
W. Va., which is on about 300 acres
and is more than 15 miles from
the nearest interstate highway.

A car-assembly plant may re-
quire much more space, huge
amounts of water and huge
amounts of electrical service
and have to be on or very near an
interstate highway to move vol-
umes of people in and out,
Kitchens said.

Upton has said he believes
Kalamazoo is on a “short list” for

a Toyota plant. In Kalamazoo’s
favor is its pool of skilled work-
ers, its location between Chicago
and Detroit, and its proximity to
suppliers, including the South
Bend, Ind., tool-and-die industry.

Others are skeptical about the
area’s chances, however.

Jim Hettinger, president and
chief executive officer of eco-
nomic-development group Battle

Creek Unlimited Inc. said he’d be
“pleasantly surprised” if the au-
tomaker located anywhere in the
region, despite last month’s Wall
Street Journal story claiming
that Battle Creek is in the run-
ning.

“I’ve heard nothing, and with
the concentration of Toyota sup-
pliers in Battle Creek, I think I
would have heard something by
now,” he said, speaking primar-
ily of his communications with
local plant Denso Manufacturing
Michigan Inc., a top supplier for
the automaker. “I take that as a
premature sign that our chances
are not in the immediate future.”

He said Benton Harbor, how-
ever, has a good potential site on
Interstate 94 that would work
well for shipments to and from
Canada and Indiana.

At least one official said all the
speculation about locales may ac-
tually be hurting Michigan’s
chances for a new plant.

“I believe Toyota wants to put
the plant in the auto capital of
the world, and I know for a fact
that the southwest is a part of
Michigan in play,” said James C.
Epolito, president and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Michigan
Economic Development Corp.
“But I’ve been in constant con-
tact with Toyota, and I think a lot
of what we’re hearing (in the
media) is fiction. It (the specula-
tion) hurts us and makes us look
a little presumptuous.”

Al Jones can be reached at 
388-8556 or ajones@kalama-
zoogazette.com. Michele Miron
can be reached at 388-2733 or 
mmiron@kalamazoogazette.com.

Local officials say Toyota may
be looking for the following in
a new plant site:
" A skilled labor pool that’s
not widely represented by the
UAW.
" Three hundred to 1,000
acres of buildable land.
" Lack of opposition if rezon-
ing is needed. 
" Excellent highway access
that would allow it to meet its
“just-in-time” logistics ap-
proach.
" Dual rail service (access via
at least two railroad compa-
nies).
" Access to crucial regional
suppliers without overlapping
labor pools.
" Positive working relation-
ships with Toyota suppliers.
" Local culture that places a
high emphasis on education.
" The public-relations value of
locating in an area that’s
been besieged by auto-indus-
try woes.
" A warm welcome from the
community.

What does 
Toyota need?

Continued from A1

New idea:
Immerse
entire
school
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From left, Denise Garay, Alma Duran and Milton Romero-Diaz work to solve math problems. The 
fourth-graders at Lincoln International Studies School learn through both English and Spanish.

Portage eyes new, consolidated schools

‘By the end of the program, we expect all students 
to become bilingual, biliterate — not just 
the select few the school produces now.’

Kimberly Parker-DeVauld
Lincoln principal



‘Do big things. Do big dreams’

Marc Perkovic can’t think of
anything negative thing to
say about biofuels — fuels

generated from plant materials.
The process he uses — making

biodiesel from used vegetable oil — is
so simple that one professor has his 6-
year-old do it at home in a pop bottle.

“You could do it at home, just don’t
let your husband eat it,” he said. Then
he paused and added, “Actually, you
could eat it if you had to.”

Other pluses: It burns cleaner and
smells better than regular diesel. It’s
good for the environment because it es-
sentially recycles the carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere. It’s nontoxic. And
it’s able to replace regular diesel.

Perkovic can be expected to talk up
the benefits of biofuels. He is an asso-
ciate professor of chemistry and part
of the Western Michigan University
alternative-fuel research team, which

received $400,000 from the university’s
Innovation Fund on Wednesday. The
other team members are WMU faculty
Steve Bertman, Sarah Hill and Steve
Kohler.

The announcement of the award fol-
lows other big news regarding biofu-
els. President Bush discussed alterna-
tive fuels in his State of the Union
address. Michigan Gov. Jennifer
Granholm has said some of her $1 bil-
lion state high-tech bond fund will be
dedicated to alternative-energy compa-
nies. Bangor recently snagged a $7.5
million biodiesel plant, and a $60-mil-
lion ethanol plant is being constructed
in Barry County.

Michigan is uniquely poised to tap
into the interest in alternative and re-
newable energy spurred by rising gas
and home heating fuel prices.

It can draw on the resources of its
$80 billion-a-year automobile manufac-

turing sector and its $60 billion-a-year
agriculture business to develop the in-
dustry, said Dennis Pennington, an
agriculture and natural resources edu-
cator for the Barry and Kent counties’
Michigan State Extension offices.

State politicians are taking the po-
tential of the new industry very seri-
ously, Pennington said.

“Recently we had a West Michigan
legislative update in Grand Rapids,”
he said. “Senators and representatives
were talking to farmers about what
current policies and bills would be af-
fecting them. Almost everybody that
got up talked about biofuels and the
bioenergy industry as something they
want to push in the state.”

At WMU, the hope is to create a
biodiesel franchise that can be sold to
other universities or communities so
they can start their own production fa-
cilities.

“What makes this so attractive is
that the stuff is very inexpensive. The
major input is very cheap, so the fuel is
cheap,” Perkovic said, noting that most
used vegetable oil is sold to make ani-
mal feed.

Often when discussing alternative
fuels, scientists consider their “energy
balance” or the amount of energy put
into making them versus the energy
they produce. Making hydrogen fuel,
for example, produces little net gain.

“However, since we are planning to
use used oil, the point is moot,”
Perkovic said. “The oil has already
served its primary purpose. We are
giving it a ‘second life’ as an alterna-
tive fuel source.”

There are difficulties to overcome.
America cannot grow enough plants to
make enough ethanol or vegetable oil-
based biodiesel to replace its current
fossil fuel intake — which is why peo-

ple like Perkovic are exploring algae-
based fuels. And the American public
will have to embrace biofuels.

But we need to make the leap today.
If we’d started seriously investing in
the technology 25 years ago, Perkovic
said, we could have replaced all our
transportation fuel with biofuel by
now.

We have to prepare for those days
when unleaded will cost $5 a gallon
and people will be looking for some-
thing else — anything else — to keep
them going.

It would be great if the something
that keeps us going comes from Michi-
gan.

This opinion column was written by
Linda S. Mah. She can be reached at
388-8546 or
lmah@kalamazoogazette.com.

Michigan could get good mileage out of biodiesel effort
Linda S. Mah
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Several hundred graduate
teaching assistants at Western
Michigan University have filed a
petition with the state for a union
representation election.

Organizers of the emerging
WMU Teaching Assistant Union
say their concerns include per-

sistent low pay, rising costs such
as tuition and health care, and no
meaningful response by the ad-
ministration to their 
concerns.

Graduate student leaders filed
about 400 membership cards
with the Michigan Employment
Relations Commission on Mon-
day.

At a future date, graduate stu-
dent employees, of which there
are about 630, would have to cer-

tify the TAU as their collective-
bargaining agent. The new union
is affiliated with the American
Federation of Teachers.

“It’s been a long time coming,”
said Keith Russo, organizing
chairman for the TAU and a doc-
toral student at WMU.

A desire to unionize has sur-
faced several times among
WMU’s graduate-student em-
ployees during the past several
years, including last year, when

students thought the Graduate
College might be dissolved.

“Graduate students and grad-
uate TAs in particular have seen
a lot of administrative decisions
that perhaps they did not agree
with, perhaps affected their lives,
and we haven’t really had a say in
that prior to this. We are looking
to voice our side of the employ-
ment process,” Russo said.

Some of the concerns: Health-
care premiums have risen from

$100 to $400 during the past cou-
ple of years, annual prescription
coverage is limited and tuition
for master’s students is not fully
covered by the university, as it
may be at other institutions.

Cheryl Roland, WMU spokes-
woman, said she couldn’t speak
to the graduate students’ specific
concerns Saturday, but said the
administration is neutral on its
plans to organize.

“There is not an administra-

tion position one way or the
other,” she said.

Al Barrese, a doctoral student
at WMU since 2002, says the ad-
ministration is not recognizing
the graduate-student employees
for what they provide.

“In English and biology we
teach all the freshman classes,
and the faculty certainly doesn’t
have time to teach the lab and the
lectures,” Barrese said. “They
kind of need the TAs.”

By Kathy Jessup
kjessup@kalamazoogazette.com

388-8590

A multinational chemical
manufacturer with an 80-year
history in Kalamazoo plans to
begin manufacturing a new poly-
mer for the aviation industry
that will mean a $17.5 million in-
vestment and the potential for 11
new jobs here.

But tax-abatement requests for
Cytec Industries’ expansion and
a $300,000 project at Sweet Man-
ufacturing are expected to revive
discussion among Kalamazoo
city commissioners Monday
night over whether the city can
afford to continue its practice of
granting 50 percent tax cuts on
new industrial construction for
12 years and on new equipment
for six.

The debate is not in response to
specific abatement requests, city
officials have said. Rather com-
missioners have asked in recent
months whether Kalamazoo’s
budget can afford to forego tax
revenues.

“We need to have the discus-
sion and ask whether they (new
or existing businesses) would be
there without the tax abate-
ment,” Commissioner Mary
Balkema said during Friday’s
Committee of the Whole meet-
ing. “I think they would be. I’m
just not comfortable that these
keep coming up and yet we can’t
afford to do our streets.”

Vice Mayor Bobby Hopewell
said “tax capture and tax abate-
ments” will be a focus topic when
commissioners begin crafting
the city’s five-year budget plan
Saturday.

Cytec Industries is asking the
city of Kalamazoo for a 50 per-
cent property-tax abatement
under the state’s Public Act 198
development incentives pro-
gram.

Gail Petersen, Cytec communi-
cations director, said the polymer,
used in producing lightweight
composite materials for the air-
craft industry, now is being pro-
duced at another Cytec plant “lo-
cated in the mid-Atlantic states.”

This is the first story in an occasional series
about people who are overcoming barriers in
pursuit of life’s dreams.

By Amber Tafoya
atafoya@kalamazoogazette.com

388-7495

Eloisa Morales de Rodriguez crouched to
squeeze the hand of her 8-month-old son
as he bounced in a baby swing.

Then she stood up in the living room of her
newly-rented Kalamazoo home. She turned and
faced a wall dominated by a picture of her two
daughters in long, white communion dresses.

She looked at the photo and then to her daugh-
ters, now a couple years older, who were talking
at the kitchen table in the next room.

“This is what I wanted,” Morales, 33, said in a
clear voice, her pride evident. “I want my chil-
dren to be happy. I wanted better.”

In 13 years, things have gotten better.
But not without struggles.

At 20, Morales left Mexico in a Ford Taurus
and drove for three days with her father and
Lucia, her 4-month-old daughter. She arrived in
Kalamazoo, one among thousands of immi-
grants who have come to West Michigan in
search of a better life.

Southwest Michigan
has the second-largest
concentration of Hispan-
ics in the state after De-
troit, and the population
is growing, according to a
2004 study conducted by
Western Michigan Uni-
versity. In Kalamazoo County, for instance, there
are 6,200 Hispanics, according to the 2000 Cen-
sus, with the largest cluster in Kalamazoo.

Nationally, Hispanics are immigrating in
greater numbers to join their families and find
better work, the study reported.

Eloisa Morales de Rodriguez looks over a worksheet on
homonyms during an English-language class.
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spurs
tax-break
debate

DREAMSB u i l d i n g  o n

O c c a s i o n a l s e r i e sO c c a s i o n a l s e r i e s

D
LINSEY WUEPPER / GAZETTE

After coming home from work, Eloisa Morales de Rodriguez plays with her sons, Heriberto Jr., 3, and Jason, 8 months, in their Kalamazoo home.

Immigrant struggles to improve her family’s lives

Please see IMMIGRANT, B3

Please see REQUEST, B3

WMU teaching assistants request union vote

Black population grew in 1800s
By 1894, African-Americans lived on 47 streets in
Kalamazoo, including Ransom, Portage, Water,
Vine, Pitcher, Balch, Rose, Dutton and Burdick.
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They want what everyone else
wants, said Armando Romero,
president of the Hispanic Leader-
ship Coalition, which works with
the Hispanic community in West
Michigan.

“A home, security for their fam-
ily and a place to build a future,”
he said. “It’s that simple.”

But for immigrants it can be a
hard road, pocked with low-pay-
ing jobs, language barriers and
cultural differences.

A new home
Morales, raised by her grand-

parents in a large family, had little
money for school and few job op-
tions in Mexico.

“Buying a home was impossible
there,” she said. “I wanted more.”

So 13 years ago, Morales left her
small town in southern Mexico in
search of a brighter future.

Her father traveled to Mexico
and returned with her to Kalama-
zoo. He had been in the area for a
few years, earning a minimum
wage in farming fields, where she
also found work.

The days were long and tiring.
She often worked 12-hour shifts,
starting at 5 a.m. Returning home
after dark became routine. Speak-
ing little English, Morales felt
trapped, she said.

While at work,she depended on
friends and family to help take
care of her family, which now in-
cluded a second daughter.

“Life was very lonely for us,”
she said.“I worried about my chil-
dren, the way any mother would
worry.”

After five years of tending
plants and earning just enough to
get by, she realized she had to
learn English if she was ever to
make a better life for herself.

“You can’t get anywhere in this
country without knowing Eng-
lish,” she said.

Even then, it was not until her
eldest daughter, Lucia, then in the
third grade, asked for help on her
homework that Morales said she
pushed herself to learn English.

“I did not know what to do with
the papers my daughter gave me.
I hated that I could not help her,”
she said.

In 1994, Morales began taking
English classes through the His-
panic-American Council.

The first few classes were tough.
Her friends and family told her
she was too old to learn English.

She was wasting her time, they
said.

Slowly, Morales said, she began
to grasp the new language.

Learning English 
Morales can walk from her

home to English classes at St.
Joseph’s Church on Kalamazoo’s
east side. Morales’ daughters
often join her and play with other
children who come to class with
their parents.

“I’m glad I can take my chil-
dren,” she said. “That way I don’t
have an excuse not to go.”

At a recent class, students were
identifying verbs.

“Diana Ross was the most fa-
mous Supreme,” English instruc-
tor Blanca Garcia said. “Eloisa?”

Morales paused for a moment,
then gave the correct answer of
“was.”

After class, Garcia returned
Morales’ oral-test score: only two
incorrect answers. Her daughters
looked over their mother’s shoul-
der at the test, smiling at the re-
sults.

For Morales and other students in
the class, learning English has
opened new doors, Garcia said.

“Many students come through
here and move on to college,some-
thing they never thought they
could do,” Garcia said.

Working, living American
Morales quit her job at the

greenhouse soon after starting
English classes. By then she had
purchased a mobile home, but she
said the money she made did not
make up for the time lost with her
family.

And with her English improv-
ing,she had the confidence to look
for a new job.

She called tool manufacturer
Kalamazoo Industries Inc. after
learning of a possible opening. A
temporary two-week job turned
into a permanent position on the
plant’s assembly line.

During a recent shift, rows of
partly-assembled sanders lined
work tables as Morales expertly
pinched a wire on one of the ma-
chines.

She dipped her hand into the top
drawer of her gray tool box.
Pulling out a small wrench, she
glanced at the inside of the box’s
lid where photos of her children
were taped before going back to
the assembly line.

“I have to assemble about 60 of
these” every day, she said of the
sanders, her hands black with oil
and dirt.

But, she says, “I just work eight
hours. No weekends. Now I work
like an American.”

Soon after starting her new job
at the plant, Morales met Herib-
erto Rodriguez. He had grown up
in Mexico, just a 45-minute drive
from her childhood home. They
were married in 2000,and Morales
has since given birth to two sons.

“I think of my family as Amer-
ican now. They look American
and talk American. This is their
home.” she said.

‘She keeps us safe’
Today, Morales says she has

time for her family and is more
sure of herself.

Where once Morales felt inade-
quate, she is now confident. Sim-
ply talking to a stranger on the
phone,something she could not do
without knowing English, gives
her children comfort, said her
daughter Lucia, 13. Her children
say they can depend on their
mother for guidance and protec-
tion.

“She keeps us safe,” Lucia said.
That confidence led Morales to

volunteer at a local hospital,
where she became interested in
social work.

“You can’t just learn English,”
she said. “You have to work hard,
too. Now I have a better job and
can speak English where there
are mostly English-speakers. But
I do want to do more.”

In March, Morales will begin
taking classes at Kalamazoo Val-
ley Community College, where
she plans to pursue a social-work
degree.

“Do big things. Do big dreams,”
she said.
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Petersen said the work is com-
ing to Kalamazoo “because that
facility has the space and the
proper infrastructure to take on
this unit.”

Current city practice allows
granting the 50 percent abate-
ment for 12 years on Cytec’s
$12.3 million of proposed con-
struction and six years for an ex-
pected $5.28 million of new per-
sonal property.

Also, Sweet Manufacturing,
3421 S. Burdick, is asking for
abatement on a $268,225 assem-
bly floor-space expansion, plus
$32,553 for new equipment and
furnishings. The firm manufac-
tures automotive components
for the auto racing industry.

City staff is recommending
granting both companies’ abate-
ment requests, saying turning
them down “would likely com-
promise future expansion deci-
sions at this location.”

Cytec, 2715 Miller Road, plans
construction of an 8,854-squre-
foot steel industrial building ad-
dition to its current facility. The
project will include equipment
platforms, mezzanines and con-
struction of connectors between
Cytec’s existing buildings.

In addition, $5,285,000 in new
personal property equipment is

targeted for the project, includ-
ing the relocation of some ex-
isting equipment here from an-
other Cytec locale.

City commissioners are being
asked Monday night to set a
March 6 hearing for public com-
ment on both abatement re-
quests.

Based on the city’s current
19.27-mill tax levy, Cytec’s in-
vestment initially will be worth
about $168,600 in additional city
tax revenue. The abatement
would mean Cytec would pay
half that annually during the
abatement period.

All other taxing units that
levy millage against city prop-
erty would also be affected by
the investment and abatement.

According to the company’s
abatement application, Cytec
expects the expansion will help
retain five existing jobs and add
11 other full-time posts within
the next two years. The chemi-
cal company currently employs
about 100 people at its Kalama-
zoo site, said Sharon Weaver,
local plant controller.

“We’re excited about having
this here,” Weaver said. “It’s a
new product line and every-
thing will be brand new for us.
We have a fit for the project and

we have an area where we can
build the space we’ll need. We’ve
been able to meet the needs of
the company before.”

According to its Web site,
Cytec is an international spe-
cialty chemicals and materials
manufacturing company with
operations in Latin America,
Europe, Africa, Asia and North
America. Headquartered in
West Paterson, N.J., Cytec has
21 locations in 19 U.S. states.
Kalamazoo is its only Michigan
operation.

“The objective of this invest-
ment in Kalamazoo, Michigan
is to manufacture polymers for
Cytec’s Engineered Materials
Businesses for applications
within the commercial and mil-
itary aviation markets,” a com-
pany release said.

According to Weaver, the firm
began here as Kalbfleish Co.,
producing paper-mill chemi-
cals in the 1920s. American
Cyanamid Co. purchased
Kalbfleish in 1929 and intro-
duced major new chemical
lines here in the 1970s and ’80s.
Cytec Industries spun off from
American Cyanamid Chemi-
cals Division in 1993 in a deal
that included the Kalamazoo
plant.

North
Tests for vision,
hearing may be cut

There’s a possibility that
some Allegan County children
may not get vision and hearing
screenings next year. Allegan
County commissioners offi-
cially accepted $22,385 from the
Michigan Department of Com-
munity Health as the state’s an-
nual allotment for those tests,
but that’s much less than in pre-
vious years.

South
City considers water sale
to Lockport Township

When the Three Rivers City
Commission meets Tuesday,
members want to see water on
the table. Talks for the possible
sale of city water to some 70
properties on the north side of

Three Rivers in Lockport Town-
ship were given the go-ahead by
commissioners recently.

East
Kids jump at chance 
to help others

Bridget Jordan, 9, has the sta-
mina to jump rope for a long
time. She is one of 56 students
skipping rope during gym class
and after school to raise money
for the American Heart Associ-
ation’s research and education
programs.

West
More people finding
their family roots

Digging up roots and trees is
becoming more popular — an-
cestral roots and family trees,
that is. The trend has created
growing interest in genealogy

groups such as the Van Buren
Regional Genealogical Society.

CityLife
After 32 years, local 
librarian retires

Catherine Larson remembers
the joys and highlights of 25
years as lead librarian of the
Kalamazoo Public Library’s
local-history room. She retired
from the library’s central
branch in January after more
than 32 years there.

Portage
Northern, Central teens
win KSO auditions

Several Portage high school
students recently won opportu-
nities to play with the Kalama-
zoo Symphony Orchestra after
coming out on top during the
2005-06 Youth Soloist auditions.

LOCAL ROUNDUP

Eloisa Morales de Rodriguez
keeps photographs of her four
children in her tool box at 
Kalamazoo Industries Inc.
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Eloisa Morales de Rodriguez makes belt sanders at Kalamazoo Industries Inc.

Dance
" “Valentine’s Day:

Dances of Love” is scheduled
for 4 to 7 p.m. at the Radisson
Plaza Hotel, 100 W. Michigan
Ave. Lessons are available
from 4:30 to 5 p.m. Formal or
semiformal attire is encour-
aged. Free parking is available
in the ramp beside the Radis-
son. The cost is $15 for partici-
pants, or $5 for spectators. The
event is being sponsored by
the Southwest Michigan Ball-
room Dance Club. 501-6436 or
720-0790.

History program
" The history lecture

“Where the Streets Got
Their Names” is set for 1:30 to
2:30 p.m. in the Mary Jane
Stryker Theater, Kalamazoo

Valley Museum, 230 N. Rose
St. Tom Dietz, the museum’s
curator of history, will discuss
the history behind the names
of Kalamazoo’s streets. The
program is free. 373-7990.

Forum
" “Planning for a Good

Death” is the scheduled Peo-
ple’s Church Forum, set for
9:55 to 10:50 a.m. in Room 6 of
People’s Church, 1758 N. 10th
St. Attorney Jim Rodbard is
discussing advance-care plan-
ning regarding death. The pro-
gram is free. 553-4972.

Music
" The handbell concert

BronzeFest 2006 is being
held at 4 p.m. at Lakeview
High School’s Black Box The-

ater, located on Helmer Road
in Battle Creek. The concert
features the Kalamazoo
Ringers and guest conductor
William Payn, of Bucknell
University. There is no charge.
655-8081 or 323-7744.

Financial-aid 
workshop

" “College Goal Sunday”
is being held from 2 to 4 p.m.
in the Student Commons at
Kalamazoo Valley Community
College’s Texas Township
campus, 6767 West O Ave. The
workshop is designed to help
students complete the Free
Application for Federal Stu-
dent Aid. Participants who
want assistance should bring
their families’ 2005 tax forms.
There is no charge. 488-4231, or
www.MICollegeGoal.org.

Gazette Staff Reports

The Kalamazoo Central High
School Mock Trial Team won the
Western Regional Mock Trial
Competition in Grand Rapids on
Saturday and will advance to the
State Championship for the 19th
time in 20 years.

The nine-member Kalamazoo
team took first place in the
seven-team event with 914
points, beating out Forest Hills
Northern High School’s 855 and

moving onto the State Finals on
March 25 at the Veterans
Memorial Courthouse in Lans-
ing. The top two teams in the re-
gional advanced and will com-
pete against eight teams from
the Eastern Regional.

“It was just phenomenal,”
said mock trial team coach and
founder Mikell Thurston Grif-
fith. “They were strong the
minute they hit the floor, right
from the beginning. They

made a champion showing, a
real stellar performance. We’re
very proud of them.”

The team members are ju-
nior Lexi Bond, senior Rachel
Brown, junior Torey Daven-
port, senior Kevin Dugal,
sophomore Maggie Teutsch,
junior Landon Thomas, sopho-
more Gavin Thole, senior
Shanitra Waymire, senior
Brian Yagi and freshman al-
ternate Alex Gillum.

By Dave Person
dperson@kalamazoogazette.com

388-8555

James Zietlow was a man of
many interests who loved life,
whether it was teaching as a pro-

fessor of physics
at Western Michi-
gan University;
reading and writ-

ing, which he did frequently in
retirement; or going to break-
fast with other retired WMU fac-
ulty members.

“He was a very fine individual,
very bright, very considerate,”
said Jochanan Stenesh,a retired
WMU chemistry professor and
one of those who met with Ziet-
low regularly for breakfast. “We
always had a very good time and
lots of laughs.”

It was hard to tell whether Zi-
etlow, 84, a Kalamazoo resident
who died of lung cancer Feb. 12
at Rose Arbor Hospice, derived
more pleasure from teaching
and serving as an administrator
at WMU or reading and writing
his memoirs and historical fic-
tion after he retired.

“He loved his profession — he
loved physics and he loved to
teach,” Myrtle Zietlow, his wife
of 53 years, said of her husband,
who also served as associate

dean of the
College of Arts
and Sciences at
WMU for nine
years.

But after he
retired as pro-
fessor emeri-
tus of physics
in 1986, Zietlow
concentrated
on reading and

writing. He wrote and self-pub-
lished a book of historical fic-
tion, “Resplendent and Unfad-
ing,” and was an
honorable-mention winner in
the adult-memoir category of
the 2002 Community Literary
Awards.

A Chicago native and lifelong
Chicago White Sox fan, Zietlow
was elated last fall when the
White Sox won the World Series
for the first time in 88 years, his
wife said.

He also enjoyed other sports
teams, whether it was the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame,where he
spent three years as an under-
graduate before entering the ser-
vice, or WMU.

“We loved to attend the West-
ern games, football and basket-
ball, women’s as well as men’s,
and hockey,” Myrtle Zietlow
said.

Born Dec. 15, 1921, Zietlow
completed his bachelor’s degree
at DePaul University in his na-
tive Chicago after returning
from service as a pilot in the
Army air corps. He then earned
his Ph.D. from the Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology.

After working in private in-
dustry,he became graduate dean
and head of the physics depart-
ment at New Mexico Highlands
University. He joined the faculty
at WMU in 1965.

In 1969, Zietlow was named as-
sociate dean of arts and sciences
and acting dean in 1978. He re-
turned to teaching full time later
in 1978, his wife said.

In addition to his wife, Zietlow
is survived by three children and
their spouses, David and Merri-
anne Zietlow, of Erie, Pa., Ken-
neth and Susan Demeuse, of
Caledonia, and Thomas and
Miriam Zietlow, of Apex, N.C.;
nine grandchildren; a brother
and sister-in-law, Lester and
Ethel Zietlow of Scottsdale,
Ariz.; and a sister, Alice Zietlow
of Merrill, Wis.

Mass of Christian burial was
celebrated Wednesday at St.
Monica Catholic Church. Life
Story Funeral Home, Betzler-
Kalamazoo, was in charge of
arrangements.
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