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Social studies teacher Kerri Davis 
wasn’t looking forward to trading in 
her husband’s 2012 Toyota Tacoma 
this summer.

Though it’s a gas-guzzler, she ap-
preciated the four-wheel drive dur-
ing Scranton winters.

She was more reluctant, though, 
because every time her young 
daughters climbed into their boost-
er seats, they were reminded of their 
dad, who died suddenly in Septem-
ber.

Turns out a perfect solution was in 
the works, and Davis had no idea.

In late May, she was named the 
Matt Burne Honda 2017 Teacher of 
the Year for Lackawanna County, 
a title that was accompanied by a 
brand-new, 4-door Civic.

“It was defi nitely special coming 
this year,” says Davis, who graduated 
from Manheim Central High School 
as Kerri Stauff er in 1998. “I defi nite-
ly have moments of joy now, more 
than I have moments of grief. But 
the day I won the car, I went home 
crying because the person I wanted 
to share it with wasn’t there.”

Stauff er met her husband, Keith, 
when they both attended Lycom-
ing College in Williamsport. She’s 
always loved learning and was in-
spired to be a teacher by Thomas 
Mellinger, her American history 
teacher at Manheim.

Kerri Davis eventually followed 
Keith to Lackawanna County, tak-
ing a job at Abington Heights High 
School.

There, she is a history and eco-
nomics teacher and a perennial stu-
dent favorite. Keith Davis worked 
for Prudential Insurance. They cele-
brated 12 years of marriage last year, 
taking daughters Ellie, 5, and Abbey, 

8, to Disney World along with grand-
parents and other members of their 
extended family.

Staggering loss
Keith Davis’ death from a brain an-

eurysm was a staggering loss, espe-
cially for the girls. Kerri Davis says he 
spent any free moment he had with 
them.

She took 2 1/2 weeks away from 
work, then went back to school for the 
welcome distraction.

“I’m a Type A personality,” Davis 
says. “I needed to be doing something. 
The fi rst two days were really, really 
hard. But the kids were so wonderful, 
and so was the staff  and the adminis-
tration.”

What she couldn’t have realized was 
how critical a lesson she was providing 
beyond economics. Davis’ students 
knew she was adapting to the realities 
of a new life, yet she remained com-
mitted to her job and the dozens of 
young people who counted on her for 
leadership.

An inspiration
For Madison Jarocha, Davis’ 

strength provided much-needed in-
spiration as she faced her own per-
sonal crisis.

She had Davis for a junior writers 
workshop and economics. In entering 
Davis in the fi rst-ever Burne Honda 
contest, she thanked Davis for her 
support and understanding as Jaro-
cha underwent extensive treatments 
for scleroderma. The chronic disease 
causes hardening of the skin and tis-
sue and was attacking Jarocha’s lungs.

“She has made my situation so much 
easier, and it’s heartwarming to know 
I have someone as inspiring as she is 
to look up to,” Jarocha wrote. “She has 
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Song leaders from various Christian faiths in Lancaster County re-
cently came together to share hymns.

Singing to God
Traditions run deep in songs used in Plain Sect services
ERIN NEGLEY
ENEGLEY@LNPNEWS.COM

Four hundred years ago, the 
ancestors of the song leaders 
who recently gathered in an 
Ephrata-area church likely 
would have sung the same 
hymns in the same way.

They would have been sung 
in German, with a cadence 
slow enough to sound like a 
dirge.

But the hymns and the sing-
ing style changed as diff erent 
religious sects were created.

The singing styles that 
were on display when Amish, 
Mennonite and Brethren 
song leaders gathered in that 
Ephrata-area church were as 
diverse as the leaders them-
selves. Some hymns were sung 
at a slow pace, with each syl-
lable drawn out; others were 

fast and sung in four-part har-
mony.

But music is a common bond 
and the night of singing was a 
way for members of the diff er-
ent sects to share and connect.

“We’re all diff erent person-
alities. We’re all diff erent tem-
peraments,” says John Dietz, 
a local Old Order River Breth-
ren song leader. “Singing is 
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Kerri Davis and her 8-year-old daughter, Abigail, pose at her father’s home in Manheim in the car she won for being named
Teacher of the Year for Lackawanna County.
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‘Newsies’
delivers
at Fulton
Talented singers
and dancers propel 
eye-popping show

MARY ELLEN WRIGHT
MWRIGHT@LNPNEWS.COM

The newsboys of 1899 New 
York may be downtrodden. 
They may be barely scraping 
by on the money they’re paid 
by their newspaper bosses.

But boy, can they sing and 
dance!

A cast of a couple dozen 
amazing male dancers — gym-
nasts, really — are wowing au-
diences nightly at the Fulton 
Theatre in Disney’s “Newsies,” 
a musical about a turn-of-the-
20th-century New York news-
boys strike.

They fl y through the air with 
the greatest of ease in several 
spectacular dance numbers 
— twisting, spinning, tapping, 
executing endless backfl ips 
and mid-air splits, vaulting off  
stairs and wooden crates and 
generally defying gravity all 
over the Fulton stage.

Director-choreographer 
Marc Robin has assembled 
a talented cast, with stellar 
singing voices, to tell the sto-
ry of newspaper carriers who 
risk their meager income and 
physical safety to stand up to 
publishers Joseph Pulitzer 
and William Randolph Hearst 
over their working condi-
tions.

As a theater piece, “News-
ies” doesn’t break new ground. 
In fact, though it just hit 
Broadway in 2012, it’s a very 
old-fashioned show, fi lled 
with classic musical-theater 
tropes: Plucky orphans, work-
ing-class heroes and rich vil-
lains, a young man escaping a 
wretched past and a romance 
between people from opposite
sides of the tracks.

A challenge for the audience 
is remembering that the tal-
ented actor-singer-dancers in 
this show are supposed to be 
newsBOYS — young enough 
to fear being carted off  to The 
Refuge, a notorious juvenile 
detention center fi lled with 
rats, hunger and abuse.

Most of the guys in this cast 
are clearly young men. But 
once they start singing and 
dancing, who cares how old 
they’re supposed to be?

Charismatic leader
The newsboys, including 

their charismatic leader, Jack 
Kelly, spend their nights on 
the rooftops of old New York 
and their days delivering “the 
papes.” Jack sings of his yearn-
ing to leave New York behind 
and move to Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.

The newsies speak with a 
Noo Yawk dialect, fi lled with 
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car, I went home crying 
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wanted to share it with 
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— Kerri Davis
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TeacherSongs: Combined hymn sing
never given up, despite all of what she has 
been through, and has been there for not 
only myself, but all of her students.”

A total of three students nominated Da-
vis, but the letter that really spoke to the 
judges was Jarocha’s. She won a $2,500 
scholarship as the winning nominator.

Burne General Manager and Partner 
Brian Walsh says he and co-owner Denise 
Burne couldn’t have envisioned how much
a difference a new car might make for the 
eventual winner.

“We wanted to do something that people 
would take an interest in and that would 
make a difference in our community,” 
Walsh says. “We talked so much about 
teaching and the changing dynamics and 
the challenges they have. You don’t see or 
hear all of the good things teachers do on a 
daily basis.”

The dealership advertised its first com-
petition on billboards and reached out to 
administrators and guidance counselors 
across Lackawanna County. They received 
about 200 entries, then advertised again 
for retired teachers who would serve as 
judges.

Davis landed in the Top 5 on five of the six
judges’ score sheets; three of them placed 
her first. She’d made it mathematically im-
possible for anyone else to win.

Community rallies
This wasn’t the first time the community

rallied around Davis. After her husband 
died, a GoFundMe campaign raised more 
than $6,500. Much of that came in the form 
of small donations from Keith Davis’ co-
workers, Kerri Davis’ colleagues and sev-
eral of her students and their families.

Unknown to some of them was that Da-
vis had been dealt a second tragedy just 
a month after she lost her husband. Her 
3-year-old niece also died suddenly.

Davis gave the car she’d been driving, a 
2009 RAV4, to her sister, whose own car 
had no working heat and rusting floor-
boards. She wanted to give her something 
dependable to help care for her son, now 7.

It was one of the ways Davis supported 
her sister during her loss, having only re-
cently gone through the funeral planning 
and quest for normalcy that follows.

When the folks at Burne learned about 
the double losses, they also decided to 
sponsor a memorial golf tournament in 
Keith Davis’ name and cover the cost of tax
on the new car.

That meant more good news for Abbey 
and Ellie. The golf tournament will raise 
funds for their college education. And 
mom was able to make an upgrade at their 
request: The Civic she chose sports a sun-
roof.

It will stay parked at their house, right 
next to Daddy’s truck.

Continued from B1
one way of merging that.”

Bishop David Sauder, also of the 
Old Order River Brethren, started 
the hymn sing with a prayer, thank-
ing God for the gift of song.

“For an eternity, singing is signifi-
cant here and in heaven,” he says. 
“We want to thank the Lord for the 
privilege to do something that will 
carry over into eternity.”

Every couple of years, Lancaster 
Mennonite Historical Society and 
the Swiss Pioneer Associates host 
a combined hymn sing. At the most 
recent one, held at Martindale Men-
nonite Fellowship Center in Eph-
rata Township, song leaders from 
several local congregations gathered 
around a singing table borrowed 
from a Churchtown group. These 
tables sit at the center of church-
es throughout Lancaster County. 
There, male song leaders lead a ser-
vice’s music.

Each hymn is an avenue to praise 
God and share the traditions of a 
congregation.

“We sing to the Lord and then we 
also sing to our fellow men,” says 
James Nolt, of Ephrata, who is a 
song leader with the Weaverland 
Mennonite Conference. “We en-
courage and inspire each other.”

Here is more about some of the 
hymns shared at the church. To lis-
ten to the songs, go to LancasterOn-
line.

Old Order Amish
“As Jesus Christ, the Son of 

God,” from Page 217 of the Ausbund.
Written in 1564, the Ausbund is 

one of the oldest Protestant song-
books, and it’s still used by Old Order 
Amish.

Some of the reasons behind the 
sect’s singing tradition are not 
known even to those who follow 
what’s been passed down.

“When we sing, our leaders sing 
the first syllable by themselves,” an 
Amish song leader says. “And then 
the whole congregation pitches in 
on the second syllable. Why that is, 
I don’t know.”

For generations, Amish song-
books did not have musical notes. 
The songs are learned by ear. Then a 
group came along with the idea that 
these hymns should be preserved. 
They painstakingly recorded the 
notes for the sake of history and the 
church.

“We are getting closer and more 
unified, as a community. We’re sing-
ing more and more as a whole and 

our younger generations are now 
relying on the notes to keep these 
tunes preserved,” the song leader 
says. “Before there was a little bit of 
arguments: ‘My grandfather always 
sang the songs right. Sam’s grand-
father had a little bit disoriented.’ 
With the notes, it unifies our com-
munity and I appreciate that and 
most of our people do appreciate 
that.”

In the Amish style of singing, each 
syllable of the hymns, in German, is 
drawn out.

At the end of one long song, one of 
the song leaders asked, “As you lis-
ten to the singing here, does it sur-
prise you that an Amish service lasts 
three hours; Old Order Mennonites, 
two hours; and Lancaster confer-
ence, one hour?”

Old Order River Brethren
“Jesus My Shepherd.”
How do these hymns fit into a 

church service? Dietz, an Old Or-
der River Brethren song leader, 
kept track on a recent Sunday and 
counted 20 hymns that were sung at 
a service.

The bishop opened the service 
with a song. A deacon opened the 
testimony with a song. A hymn was 
sung with each testimony from a 
dozen church members. A song 
started the main sermon, a song 
closed the service and there were ta-
ble songs before and after the meal.

As the congregation moved away 
from German, members still wanted 
to keep some of the old songs, like 
“Jesus my Shepherd.” So they trans-
lated them into English.

As one of nine song leaders, Dietz 
leads the hymns about once every 
two months. Song leaders pick the 
song and then the tune to go with it 
because their songbooks do not have 
musical notes.

For the combined hymn sing, he 
selected “Jesus My Shephard,” par-
tially because of the tune and par-
tially because of the words.

“It specifically referenced Jesus, 
and that’s the ultimate,” Dietz says 
after finishing the hymns.

Groffdale Mennonite 
Conference

No title.
The Groffdale congregations use a 

songbook that’s been updated many 
times since it was first created in 
1804.

Song leaders sing the first few lines 
of each song before the congrega-

tion joins in.
This song with no title is based on 

Psalm 130 and was written in the 
1600s. It is rooted in the past, but 
there’s a contemporary version in 
English.

“The style leans towards Old Or-
der way of singing, with slurring 
up and down in anticipation of the 
next note,” one of the song leaders 
says. “Let’s sing the first two verses 
in German, the Old Order way, then 
sing the third verse in English in a 
contemporary way and switch back 
to the Old Order Way.”

Weaverland Mennonite 
Conference

“Walking with God”
Elvin Huber, a song leader from 

Reinholds, shared two songs during 
the hymn sing: one with notes and 
one without. Song leaders don’t al-
ways use the suggested tune and can 
make changes as they like.

“Walking with God” is a hymn of-
ten sung in church, and he wanted to 
share it.

“It means a lot to me because, of-
tentimes, it fits well with the ser-
mon,” he says after the hymn sing. 
“And we’re striving to look for a clos-
er walk with God, so the words are 
very fitting.”

Church of the Brethren
“Take My Hand and Lead Me, 

Father.”
This song was written by William 

Beery, who was born in 1852 when 
the Brethren only sang in unison, in 
German and in the style of Old Or-
der sects without printed notes.

In the 1860s, the church started al-
lowing singing in parts.

“To do that, they had to teach peo-
ple how to sing. They started singing 
schools,” the song leader says. “And 
they taught singing with the notes. 
So that’s when the notes started 
coming in and four-part harmo-
nies.”

Instruments started being intro-
duced in the early and middle part of 
the 20th century. Yet, some congre-
gations continue to sing a cappella, 
without instruments.

This hymn first appeared in a 1901 
hymnal. Hymns also can change.

“In the 1925 and 1955 hymnal, 
they chopped it in half and took the 
chorus away,” the song leader says. 
“When the Mennonites and Breth-
ren got together to produce a hym-
nal in 1992, they put the chorus back 
in.”
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It’s almost yard sale season.
Get on the calendar!
Bargain hunters are ready to set 
their alarm clocks early this spring
in search of great deals!

Schedule your community sale 
now and get on the calendar every 
Friday and Saturday through the 
date of your sale.

For just $45 you will receive:
�  calendar listing as soon as you sign up until your sale
�  5 line ad (with eye catcher) during the week of your sale
�  6 yard sale signs and arrows to attract shoppers

Call 717-291-8711 or email class@LNPnews.com
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