
Lancaster LNP - 10/09/2022 Page : E01

October 12, 2022 10:40 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2022  n SEND STORY TIPS & INFO TO: JENELLE JANCI, 717-291-8647, JJANCI@LNPNEWS.COM

Living Disco, drama 
and more

What’s playing at area stages this month
n Entertainment, Page E5

ALSO INSIDE: FOOD, ENTERTAINMENT & HEALTHE

Last month, Debby Phelps dipped 
some of her old T-shirts into steam-
ing pots of dark blue indigo.

Rachel Lopez-Cerrato dyed yards 
of silk with logwood and marigold 
powders in hopes of making dresses.

Nick Rice darkened a pair of his 
handmade cotton/hemp farm pants 
with cutch and iron.

They’re part of something new for 
Green Matters Natural Dye Com-
pany. What started as a college the-
sis aimed to change a toxic industry 
has become a business that’s doubled 
revenue every year. Last year, Forbes 
named owner Quigley on its 30 Un-
der 30 list. Now, she’s ready to add 
people like Phelps, Lopez-Cerrato 

LAURA KNOWLES
FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

Pianist Christopher Shih credits his 
wife Maya with his upcoming collabo-
ration with the Grammy Award-win-
ning Pacifica Quartet.

“I caught a glimpse of a social media 
post by Lancaster Country Day School 
saying, ‘Congratulations to Austin 
Hartman, LCDS alum, for winning a 
Grammy with the Pacifica Quartet,’�” 
Shih says. “I was flabbergasted, be-
cause I didn’t know that their new 
second violinist was from LCDS. My 
wife immediately said, you need to 
collaborate with them and put on a 
show at LCDS.”

And so they will. 
On Saturday, Oct. 15, the Pacifica Quar-

tet featuring Lancaster Country Day 
School alumnus Austin Hartman and 
pianist Christopher Shih will perform 
at the Lancaster Country Day School’s 
state-of-the-art Gardner Theatre.

ERIN NEGLEY | ENEGLEY@LNPNEWS.COM

In a former dairy barn outside of Gap, Winona Quigley hangs 

a rainbow of yarn bundles, each color rooted in plants. The 

palette expands in the dye house, where avocado pits turn 

T-shirts pink, flower petals tie-dye silk dresses and indigo 

powder gets everywhere. Everything here is one-of-a-kind, made 

for designers like Rachel Comey, brands like Stitch Fix and com-

panies like Chipotle Mexican Grill. 

and Rice to the growing list of com-
mercial clients through workshops 
and other services. All of these are 
ways to make clothing more sustain-
able.

Finding commercial clients to dye 
with plant-based materials is one 
way to make change. Bringing natu-
ral dyes to the public is part of some-
thing bigger.

“We have to slow down the amount 
of things you’re making,” Quigley 
says during a break in a public dyeing 
workshop last month. “In order to do 
that, people need to hang on to their 
garments a lot longer and have more 
options for how to fix things.”

Workshops like this show how to 

They will perform selections from 
Florence Price’s Quartet No. 1, Pro-
kofiev’s Quartet No. 2, and Dvorak’s 
Piano Quintets. That last piece is very 
special to Shih. 

“The Dvorak Quintet which I chose 
has meaning for me. My mother-in-
law just passed away, and the last time 
I performed this piece she was in the 
audience watching me,” Shih says. 
“I’m dedicating this performance to 
her.” 

Shih is excited to perform with Paci-
fica Quartet, who he considers “one of 
the most accomplished and respected 
string quartets in the country.” He 
performed with them about 10 years 
ago, before Hartman joined the group. 

Hartman’s Grammy Award win with 
the group was in 2021, for the 2020 
album “Contemporary Voices” in the 
“Best Chamber Music/Small Ensem-
ble Performance” category.

give clothing a second life through 
dye, whether that covers stains or 
simply changing the color. 

That’s one of the reasons Emma 
Compton came to Green Matters 
from Broomall, New Jersey. She 
brought some clothing she had set 
aside, like a tan midi dress.

SUSTAINABILITY

PLANT PIGMENTS
Green Matters Natural Dye Company uses plant-based materials,  

small-batch dyeing to make a change in fashion industry

CONNOR HOLLINGER | FOR LNP/LANCASTERONLINE PHOTOS

Debby Phelps rolls goldenrod and flowers into a scarf in a natural dye workshop at Green Matters Natural Dye Co. near Gap.

Winona Quigley started researching 
natural dye in college. Forbes added her 
to its 30 Under 30 list for her work.

SUBMITTED

Austin Hartman, left, a 1999 Lancaster Country Day School graduate, is second violinist in 
the award-winning group Pacifica Quartet. The group will perform with Lancaster pianist 
Christopher Shih on Saturday, Oct. 15.

I KNOW A STORY

CONCERT 

Trip home from 
Navy training 
an adventure

Pianist to join Grammy-winning Pacifica Quartet for show
Christopher Shih and quartet featuring Lancaster Country Day School grad to be held at the school, feature a variety of music

ROBERT MARTIN
FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

When my Navy “A 
school” training 
finished in Denver, I 

wanted to go home on leave, but 
I didn’t have enough money for 
a flight from Denver to Philadel-
phia. A classmate was driving 
back to his station in Florida, 
and he let me ride along to 
Atlanta so I could get a shorter 
flight to Philly.

Three days cross country, 
crammed in the back seat of a ’58 
Chevy, with a one-stage heater, 
in the end of November, was an 
adventure. Most of the Midwest 
that I saw was snowdrifts and 
straight roads. My mood al-
ternated between sheer bore-
dom and fear that we would be 
snowbound and stranded on this 
desolate prairie. We didn’t have 
time to stop anyplace and do any 
sightseeing, but we did manage 
to reach Atlanta without any 
trouble.

At the Atlanta airport, I imme-
diately got in the military stand-
by line to try to get a seat for the 
next flight to Philly. Military 
personnel could get the cheapest 
fares if they traveled in uniform, 
and there were unsold seats on 
the plane. There was one flight, 
and even stand-by seats were fill-
ing up fast. I was afraid I wouldn’t 
get the last seat.

Just as I got to the ticket coun-
ter I felt a tap on my shoulder, 
and I saw an Air Force second 
lieutenant leering at me. He 
said, “Sailor, I outrank you.” He 
wanted that last seat. 

The ticket clerk then made my 
day. He said, “Oh no, in stand-
by it’s first come, first served.” 
Nothing is so soul-satisfying as 
having a pompous junior officer 
put down by the lowest ranking 
enlisted man.

Getting that last seat was vic-
tory enough, but my seat turned 
out to be in first class, the most 
comfortable chairs on the plane. 
As I settled in, the stewardess 
asked if I would like a drink. I or-
dered a rum and Coke and started 
to dig out my wallet, when the 
gentleman next to me made this 
flight perfect by saying, “Drinks 
in first class are free.”

I made my connection for Lan-
caster with Amtrak in Philadel-
phia, and my dad picked me up at 
the train station. My transconti-
nental trek was finally complete.
The author lives in Willow Street.

n If you know an interesting story, please 
write it in 600 words or less and send it to 
Mary Ellen Wright, LNP editorial depart-
ment, P.O. Box 1328, Lancaster, PA, 17608-
1328, email it to features@lnpnews.com. 
Please include your phone number and 
the name of the town you live in.

UPCOMING 
WORKSHOPS
Green Matters Natural 
Dye Co.’s next public 
dyeing workshops will 
be Saturday, Oct. 22, 
and Saturday, Nov. 
12, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at the company 
headquarters, 5541 
Old Philadelphia 
Pike, Gap. Each 
class includes 
demonstrations 
on bundle dyeing, 
shibori, indigo dyeing 
and more. Students 
can bring up to one 
pound of natural 
fiber clothing to 
dye (cotton, linen, 
silk, wool, hemp, for 
example.)
For more information 
on the workshops or 
the upcoming launch 
of Green Matters 
Studio’s overdyeing 
service and custom 
dyeing, visit 
greenmattersnatural 
dyecompany.

IF YOU GO
n What: 
Pacifica 
Quartet with 
Christopher 
Shih.

n When: 8 p.m. 
Saturday. 

n Where: 
Lancaster 
Country Day 
School Gardner 
Theatre, 725 
Hamilton Road, 
Lancaster.

n Cost: $10-
$25.

n More info: 
lanc.news/
pacifica22.

CONCERT, page E2

GREEN MATTERS, page E10
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“If I dye it, maybe I would 
wear it more,” she said.

Creating change
Before she dug into dye-

ing, Quigley grew up in Nar-
von and learned how to sew 
from her great-grandmoth-
er. While studying fashion 
designer at Parsons School 
of Design, Rana Plaza col-
lapsed in Bangladesh, kill-
ing more than 1,100 garment 
workers. It was a turning 
point of awareness, person-
ally and for the industry she 
wanted to join. Who is pro-
ducing our clothing? What’s 
the environmental after-
math of making all of this 
fabric.

For her thesis collection, 
Quigley focused on regional 
fibers, finding wool and mo-
hair in central Pennsylvania, 
dyeing it over a campfire in 
her mother’s back yard, find-
ing spinners to make yarn 
and knitting the final pieces.

The focus on natural 
dyeing even after gradua-
tion was one way to create 
change in an often toxic in-
dustry.

“The textile industry and 
the fashion industry both 
need to make enormous 
changes in order to continue 
to make things without hav-
ing such an enormous im-
pact in the environment,” 
Quigley says. “The textile 
and fashion industries are 
the second largest polluter 
of global waterways.”

By 2015, Quigley started 
Green Matters with a busi-
ness partner and now is the 
sole owner of the company. 
She still uses the college-era 

recipes today, but more of-
ten on cotton and now at a 
larger scale. 

Plant-based
For Green Matters, “natu-

ral” means plant-based. 
Most popular are indigo as 
well as madder root, which 
creates a ruddy rust color. 
Not as common is a bundle 
dyeing technique, which 

wraps fabric around plants 
and powders, each one leav-
ing a unique pattern.

There’s one exception to 
the natural definition. A 
local company makes ma-
chines that take graywater 
— water from sinks, wash-
ing machines but not toilets 
— and filters it. What’s left is 
carbonized and turned into 
a gray dye.

Otherwise, the team of 

seven work with boxes of 
avocado pits and jars of bo-
tanical dye powder, plus 
onion skins from grocery 
stores and seasonal flowers 
from home or farms down 
the road. 

Small batch dyeing
As Green Matters focused 

on adding commercial cli-
ents, people continued to 

call, asking for more infor-
mation on natural dyeing 
or if they could dye just one 
item. 

The company has offered
public dye classes on oc-
casion. That paused dur-
ing much of the pandemic 
and returned in September. 
Crafters and people in cre-
ative industries in the region 
have paid $115 each to spend 
an afternoon dyeing yarn, 
fabric and clothing. Some 
show up with a plan, like one 
quilter from Delaware who 
folded squares into multi-
ple shibori patterns. Others 
come without a vision and 
are more interested in the 
learning or simply getting 
their hands dirty. 

Now that she has more 
space in the building, Quig-
ley plans to have workshops 
monthly. 

Quigley’s also launching a 
few options in what she calls 
Green Matters Studio. 

The first will focus on one 
color at a time. People can 
send in items for Green Mat-
ters staff to transform in a 
community dye and return. 
Suay Sew Shop in Los An-
geles does something simi-
lar with seasonal colors like 
roasted cabocha, tobacco 
and monstera tie dye.

The studio’s second up-
cycle is more custom: indi-
vidual items bundle-dyed, 
sprinkled with powders and 
petals, rolled and trans-

formed. 
Another option is repur-

posing heirlooms. For ex-
ample, instead of drying a
bridal bouquet or tossing it,
the plants could be used to
dye silk pillowcases.

At the last workshop, 
Phelps untied and unrolled 
her bundle-dyed scarf, shak-
ing off the petals and leaves. 
She came here from the Bal-
timore area to learn more 
about botanical dyeing. The 
finished scarf has a subtle 
wash of yellow and peach, 
just like she wanted.

Lopez-Cerrato, of Honey 
Brook, unwrapped her once-
white silk panel, now spot-
ted with deep purple from 
logwood, gold from mari-
gold plus dahlias and gold-
enrod.

“Wow,” she said. “I love it.”

Green Matters: Dyeing fabric with avocado pits, flowers and more
Continued from E1

NATURAL DYE 
RESOURCES
Winona Quigley 
suggests these resources 
to learn more about 
natural dyeing:

n Botanical Colors sells 
dyes and has helpful 
instructions. Learn more 
at botanicalcolors.com. 

n The Dogwood 
Dyer shares new 
dyeing techniques 
for subscribers. 
See for yourself at 
thedogwooddyer.com.

ERIN NEGLEY | STAFF WRITER

Clockwise from top left, some of the items 
needed to be soaked in mordant at a natural 
dyeing workshop, Green Matters owner Winona 
Quigley made a pattern with clothespins before 
dipping into indigo, Rachel Lopez-Cerrato dyed 
yards of silk with logwood and marigold pow-
ders, and fabric is dipped into indigo.
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From top, when bundle dyeing, fabric is wrapped around plants 
and powders to create a unique pattern. Sisters Emma and Linea 
Compton brought clothing to the Green Matters workshop to 
transform. 


