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A TALL ORDER
Plant lovers take the measure of Lancaster County’s largest trees

L E A R N
M O R E
To explore 
big trees 
throughout 
Pennsylvania, 
visit
pabigtrees. 
com. The
group assigns 
points to 
trees. The 
points are a 
calculation of 
circumference, 
height and 
the spread 
of the crown. 
The database 
is a resource 
of the
Pennsylvania
Forestry
Association.

ERIN NEGLEY
ENEGLEY@LNPNEWS.COM

The tree stands tall, branch­
es stretching over the traffic 
on Columbia Avenue, vines 
climbing up the thick trunk.

There used to be millions 
just like it before Dutch elm 
disease knocked down cen­
turies of trees. This elm is so 
big, it could be old enough for 
the Continental Congress to 
have passed beneath on its 
way from Lancaster to York 
in 1777.

Think of the history of this 
tree. Marvel in its size, and 
see its seedlings that can be 
planted, making many more 
just like it. That’s what John 
Rosenfeld wants you to do. 
Notice these trees. And think 
about what we’re losing when 
they’re chopped down.

A few weeks ago, Rosenfeld 
led a group of native plant lov­
ers around Lancaster County 
to measure big trees like this 
elm. To do that, they dodged 
traffic and waded in a creek. 
That afternoon, they discov­
ered a few new champion 
trees. They ate fruit from one 
of those trees. And in just a 
few hours they looked at trees

a little differently.
“I had no idea they were 

here,” says Nina Eshleman, of 
Pequea Township.

These trees have history. 
They’re big, old and have en­
vironmental significance, 
Rosenfeld says. They should 
be noticed.

“The thing I’d like to see 
most of all is the public aware­
ness,” he says. “So they don’t 
get cut down by somebody 
who’s too oblivious, indiffer­
ent or ignorant to know bet­
ter.”

Rosenfeld grows hickories, 
spruces and more at Go Na­
tive Tree Farm, a native plant 
nursery he owns in West 
Hempfield Township. He also 
notices big trees in his trav­
els and suggested a big-tree- 
measuring field trip during 
last month’s Native Plants in 
the Landscape conference at 
Millersville University.

Their first stop is the elm 
tree next to a former plant 
nursery. Rosenfeld’s five help­
ers strain their necks to see 
the top of the tree and then 
start measuring.

They find the diameter of 
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HERITAGE AUCTIONS

Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles were among the 
musical acts that played at 
Franklin & Marshall College.

Notes 
from, the 
antiques 
market
MICHAEL LONG
MLONG@LNPNEWS.COM

In the 1960s and ’70s, 
Franklin & Marshall Col­
lege treated students to 
concerts from chart-top- 
ping pop bands and art­
ists who now reside in the 
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

In addition to such 
high-profile acts as The 
Beach Boys, Carol King, 
Ike and Tina Turner, 
Simon and Garfunkel, 
James Taylor and Billy 
Joel, the school’s May- 
ser Gymnasium hosted 
seminal Motown art­
ists including The Four 
Tops, The Supremes, 
The Temptations, and 
Smokey Robinson and 
the Miracles.

That last act would 
have played F&M some­
time between 1965 and 
1970 — after The Mira­
cles changed their name 
to bring Smokey Robin­
son, the band’s lead sing­
er and songwriter, to the 
fore; and before Robin­
son stopped touring with 
the Miracles.

Students would have 
been treated to such hits 
as “I Second That Emo­
tion” and “Tears of a 
Clown.” Tickets for the 
concert cost $4 and were 
sold at Stan’s Record Bar 
on North Prince Street.

A promotional poster 
for the F&M concert will 
be sold July 21 by Heri­
tage Auctions in Dallas 
at a sale of entertainment 
and music memorabilia 
Online bidding is avail­
able through ha.com.

Collectors won’t get 
this poster for a song, 
as the bidding opens at 
$500, with an estimated 
final gavel price of $800 
to $1,200.

Tree expert John 
Rosenfeld uses a 
clinometer to mea­
sure the height of a 
huge elm tree along 
Columbia Avenue.

TREND

Consumers warming to steam appliances
KIM COOK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

What’s hot in home appliances 
these days? That’s a steamy story, 
say industry watchers.

Across several categories — 
cookery, cleaning and personal 
care — steam features are the big 
news.

“I first started seeing them 
in laundry products,” says Ni­
gel Maynard, an editor based in 
Hyattsville, Maryland, who covers 
the kitchen, bath and architecture 
industries. “Then I started seeing 
them on dishwashers. Now they’re 
everywhere.”

Steaming has been used by pro­
fessional operations like restau­
rants, cleaners and spas for years, 
and the technology is now avail­

able for consumer home products.
Maynard posits that the appeal 

of steam is part of a larger trend 
toward outfitting the home with 
professional equipment.

“Interest in cooking shows is at 
an all-time high, and people want 
to channel their inner celebrity 
chef. Buying these steam applianc­
es — along with (other high per­
formance gear) — is another way 
to feel like a pro in your house,” he 
says.

Some experts believe that steam 
cooking is healthier because the 
nutrients and flavor of proteins, 
vegetables and grains are sealed in.

“Not only can you prepare 
healthier meals,” says Wolf’s mar­
keting manager Jeannine Wash- 
kuhn, “but a true convection

steam oven will monitor and ad­
just steam and airflow to prepare 
amazing roasts, reheat leftovers 
perfectly, and everything in be­
tween.”

Wolf’s oven combines convec­
tion and steam. A series of recipes 
pre-programmed into the oven 
means you can just load in the pre­
pared food and push the button; 
the oven assesses which modes 
will yield the best results at the 
time you want everything ready.

Wolf also has a steamer module 
with sous-vide capabilities that 
will proof bread dough and slow 
cook, and a multi-function coun­
tertop cooker. There’s a vacuum 
sealer in the appliance suite as 
well.
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Pictured is 
a convec­
tion steam 
oven, which 
combines 
the two 
methods 
in one. 
Unique 
digital 
technology 
senses the 
amount 
and size of 
food and 
adjusts 
cooking 
details.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

RICHARD HERTZLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER PHOTOS

John Rosenfeld, left, Dan White, center, and Ron Chen, right, measure a tree trunk.
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Flora: Measuring Lancaster County’s largest trees

Design: Urban’s residence Trend

the trunk first: 5.8 feet.
To find the height, 

Rosenfeld uses a cli-
nometer to make some 
calculations. Later, he 
crunches the numbers to 
determine the tree is 111 
feet tall.

And last, they fan out 
to measure the spread of 
the tree’s branches. This 
is tricky with the traffic, 
but a school bus making 
several stops gives them 
a few minutes to measure 
branches stretching over 
the road.

The spread is 83.5 feet. 
Those numbers make 
this the second-largest 
elm in the Pennsylvania 
Big Trees database.

Before they move on, 
the group notices the 
neighbors are watching.

This tree is special, 
Rosenfeld tells them. 
Don’t chainsaw an elm 
tree like this.

There’s a pit stop to 
compare an American 
chestnut and a Chinese 
hybrid chestnut.

Then they’re off to a pe-
can tree down the street, 
surrounded by macadam. 
Rosenfeld first noticed 
it from the parking lot of 
the El Serrano restaurant 
next door.

Pecans are hardy 
enough to grow in Lan-
caster County, but they’re 
not native to this area, 
Rosenfeld says.

“Someone came back 
from the Civil War and 
planted this in the 1860s; 
that’s my guess,” he says.

As the crew starts mea-
suring, Phil Saunders, 
president of the adjacent 
Sign Medix shop, comes 
outside to see what’s go-
ing on. The tree’s been 
there as long as he can re-
member, and his employ-
ees know not to park un-
derneath it when pecans 

start falling.
Saunders brings a box 

of pecans for everyone to 
try.

“Aren’t they tasty?” he 
asks.

They measure, and lat-
er Rosenfeld calculates 
the tree is 4.3 feet in di-
ameter, 97 feet tall with a 
spread of 88 feet, making 
it the biggest pecan tree 
in Pennsylvania.

Next up is a tree so 
special it has two streets 
named after it — Plane 
Tree Drive and Old Tree 
Road. The American syc-
amore fills the front yard 
of a farmhouse-turned-
office building. Much of 
the trunk is gone, and 
the tree dips low to the 
ground, bolstered by a 
few supports. Yet it’s still 
covered in leaves.

The tree is already in 
the database as the tree 
with the most Pennsyl-
vania Big Trees points in 

Closets and laun-
dry rooms are also 
getting steamed up. 
Lowe’s spokesper-
son Megan Lewis 
says customers find 
the concept of clean-
ing with steam in-
stead of chemicals 
appealing.

CHI has a conve-
nient valet steamer 
that would save time; 
hang your item, fill 
the tray with water, 
zip up the garment 
bag and turn it on. 
You can finish get-
ting ready while the 
steamer does an out-
fit refresh.

There are smaller 
portable steamers, 
too, like Joy Manga-
no’s fabric steamer, 
which can be toted 
in a suitcase and 

discerning audience time 
and again that he was 
capable of undertaking 
any design challenge and 
executing it with a level of 
grace and skill that would 
defy his limited formal 
education.

Urban’s own day had 
finally arrived. He pur-
chased a large parcel of 
land at the corner of Race 
and Buchanan avenues to 
showcase his talent. In-
terestingly, he chose one 
of the most classic and 
conservative residential 
styles of the time: Colo-
nial Revival. The Antique 
Home Style magazine de-
scribes Colonial Revival 
as “stately and distin-
guished, rather than cute 
or cottage-like. (They) are 
substantial homes that 
declare that the owners 
are persons with a solid 
center and traditional 
values.” Urban’s style 
selection speaks volumes 
about his personality; 

Colonial Revival was his 
comfort food.

The distinguish-
ing characteristics of 
Colonial Revival include 
strong symmetry and an 
impressive front door 
with transom, sidelights 
and hood. In true Urban 
style, he elected to intro-
duce a few atypical design 
elements into his design, 
including the Dutch 
Colonial dormers, flared 
roof eaves and terra-cotta 
chimney pots. Addition-
ally, the pent roof encircl-
ing the first floor allowed 
Urban to break from the 
strict five-bay symmetry 
typical to the style and 
introduce a large bay win-
dow in the formal dining 
room.

Historic interior pho-
tographs show a well-
appointed and detailed 
residence with abundant 
natural light. He and his 
wife, Jennie Olivia, and 
their two children, Mir-
iam and Rathfon, would 

comes in several col-
ors. Conair’s Turbo Ex-
tremeSteam gets Good 
Housekeeping’s top 
rating. Black & Deck-
er’s Advanced Steamer 
has an extra-long cord, 
which is handy for drap-
ery, and has attach-
ments for upholstery 
and delicate fabrics.

In the laundry room, 
Samsung has a steam 
washer and dryer that 
Maynard says are per-
forming well. Maytag 
and Electrolux also 
have versions.

Steam washers heat 
water to a considerably 
higher temperature — 
over 200 degrees Fahr-
enheit — than regular 
hot water settings of 
about 170 degrees. To 
blast out stains and al-
lergens like pet dander 
or pollen, and to thor-
oughly sanitize, steam 

may be desirable. Steam 
also softens fabrics, re-
sulting in less wrinkling 
at the end of the wash 
cycle. Steam dryers per-
form a similar function 
by reducing wrinkling. 
Electrolux, Frigidaire 
and Whirlpool have 
models.

Lewis says multi-
purpose canister-style 
steam cleaners are also 
popular.

“Ewbank’s Steam Dy-
namo can be used on 
kitchen countertops, 
ovens, tiles and living 
room windows,” she 
says. “You can even use 
the large floor head on 
hard floors and carpet.”

HomeRight’s Steam-
Machine takes the 
technology to surfac-
es indoors and out — 
cleaning that barbecue 
grill might finally be-
come a fun job.

reside there until 1923, 
when they agreed to sell it 
to Fulton Bank executive 
Harry Musser.

Did Urban design any 
other residences for 
himself? 

Yes. In 1926, while 
living briefly at 619 W. 
Chestnut St., he designed 
and built another home 
across the street from 
his 1914 residence. He 
resided there until his 
death in 1939. Coinciden-
tally, it too was Colonial 
Revival.

Did Urban have a fa-
vorite design style for 
residences? 

Toward the end of his 
career he leaned toward 
Colonial Revival. But 
prior to that, he designed 
residences in a dozen dif-
ferent styles.
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Two streets are named after this American sycamore: Plane Tree Drive and Old Tree Road.

Lancaster County.
So the group just stops 

and stares.
Cecelia Harrington, of 

Mountville, doesn’t plan 
on measuring trees on 
her own, but she still loves 
discovering new things 
throughout Lancaster 
County, like this tree.

“It gives me an idea of 
what’s out there, what to 
look for,” she says.

The last tree is near the 

Lancaster Liederkranz. 
It’s a sycamore Rosen-
feld remembers from his 
childhood. “When I was a 
kid, it was a lot bigger,” he 
says as they get closer.

They navigate through 
the edge of a creek to mea-
sure 8.3 feet in diameter, 
119 feet tall with a spread 
of 85 feet. That gives the 
tree a larger score than 
the one with two streets 
to its name. It’s the fifth-

largest sycamore in the 
state.

“I love this stuff,” says 
Ron Chen, of Princeton, 
New Jersey, as they wrap
up.

Once Rosenfeld’s cal-
culations are complete, 
he will send the informa-
tion to Pennsylvania Big
Trees’ database of nearly
1,700 trees. And each one 
of them will keep looking 
for more.
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