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The Public Opinion Foundation conducted a survey this month asking Russians two questions: "What
was the main event of the year in Russia?" and "What was the main global event of the year?"

The most brutal political murder in modern Russia — the assassination of my father — did not even
figure in the responses. State-controlled television hardly mentions it, with the exception of the first few
days after the killing, when commentators spoke of him in contemptuous tones.

But the problem is not only the silence of the Kremlin’s official propaganda. The problem is

the condition of Russian society. A survey conducted in March by the independent Levada Center
pollster found that one-third of all Russians are indifferent to my father's murder. That is a moral
numbness best conveyed by the popular Russian sentiments of "It does not concern me" and "That does
not affect me."



The political system that President Vladimir Putin has built robs the Russian people of the ability

to think, analyze, ask questions or remember the past. It offers no stimulus for that: Putin’s Russia has no
need of people who think for themselves. It has reduced competition to a minimum in all areas. And it is
not always the smartest that succeed in this system.

It is a sad and potentially dangerous situation when the political playing field lies decimated and debates
and discussions have been replaced with sometimes violent pressure from the authorities. That has also
compromised the quality of the opposition itself and made it a truly heroic feat to even take part in the
opposition movement in Russia. There are no democratic institutions and the activists are fighting

for survival.

People have short memories, and that makes life easier for Putin and his inner circle — who are
constantly confusing their facts. First they claim there are no Russian soldiers in Crimea and eastern
Ukraine, and then they admit to their presence. Forgetfulness is a handy human tendency, and the
Kremlin's television propaganda exploits it to the fullest.

This explains why leaders have no personal reputations and remain unaccountable before the public.
Perhaps the social apathy and the public’s lack of interest in politics is a defense mechanism, people’s
way of responding to the flood of lies and aggression. Nobody can figure out where the truth lies, and so
it is best not to even go looking for it.

Russia is increasingly moving away from humanistic values and toward a confrontational relationship
with the world. But perhaps that is not putting it strongly enough: maybe Russia is moving toward total
apathy. However, war is becoming the context for all other issues.

Russian journalists often ask me why | fight for a fair and impartial investigation into my father’s
murder. For me, the very wording of that question is sickening because it shows that medieval values
now reign supreme in Russia: nobody understands that it is not just I who needs such an investigation —
but all Russians if this country is to ever move forward.

We must wage a long and grueling fight for human rights. If we simply give up that struggle and accept
the fact that, in Russia, someone can just go and kill a prominent public figure, a statesman and leader
of the opposition with absolute impunity, then we must also come to terms with the fact that the same
thing could one day happen to any of us.

Today’s opposition members are now at greater risk than ever before. | see the condescending attitude
shown toward the small handful of people who continue to struggle for democracy in Russia. | have
grown accustomed to the eternal question: "What do they offer?" But just imagine if one day even that
small group would no longer exist. Who, then, would conduct anti-corruption investigations, participate
in even nominal elections, initiate investigations into wrongdoings by Duma deputies or provide support
for political prisoners? No one, that's who.



My father long experienced that condescending attitude from others who behaved as if they were looking
down on him from on high. And now he has been murdered — for his views, for daring to express his
position, for his unwillingness to be indifferent or apathetic. And suddenly, his absence is sorely felt.

Putin’s Russia has not brought a revival of spiritual values, as state-controlled television tries to convince
us. It has caused Russia’s moral decay. And as long as Russians approach every problem through

the filter of whether it will affect them personally, this country can move in only one direction —
backward.

Zhanna Nemtsova is DW reporter, founder of Boris Nemtsov Foundation For Freedom.

http://www.themoscowtimes.com/opinion/opinion/article/moving-backward-russias-moral-
decay/553707.html

Russian original

B pekabpe 2015 roga coymonorn n3 ®oHaa «O6LLeCTBEHHOE MHEHME CrpaLLnBaIv Y POCCUSH:
"YT0 cTano cobbiTreM roga B Poccun?" n "Uto cTano rnaBHbIM MUPOBLIM COObITMEM YXOAALLErO
roga?"

40% ONpOLUEHHbIX 3aTPYAHUNNCL OTBETUTL. A CaMOe XXEeCTOKOe NOMUTUYECKOe YONIACTBO B
COBPEMEHHOI Poccum - yOrIACTBO MOEr0 Narbl - 1 BOBCE HE UrypupoBasio B oTBeTax. O6 3Tom
ybuiiCcTBE NPaKTMYECKN HE FTOBOPST Ha (PeaepanbHOM TeNeBnaeHMI, pa3Be YTo B NepBble AHM NOC/e
yOUICTBa, U TO C NPE3PUTENBHOIN MHTOHALMEN.

Ho feno He TO/IbKO B OPMLMO3HOM NponaraHze — 4eso eLe U B COCTOAHMK 00LLecTBa.
MpoBefeHHbI B MapTe onpoc JleBafa-LeHTpa nokasas, 4To 60/1ee TPeTU POCCUAH PaBHOLYLLHbI K
ybuiicTBY Naribl. IT0 Takas MopasibHas rnyxoTta, KoTopas /iydLle BCEro npossiseTcs B 1t006MMON
poccusiHamm hopMynMpPOBKE "3TO MEHS He KacaeTcsl" UM "aT0 MeHs He KOCHETCA". I3BECTHbIi
BOEHHbI XYpHanUCT ApKaamii babueHKO Ha3bIBaET TaKyt MO3MLMK COOTEUYECTBEHHNKOB
WH(aHTUAM3MOM. [oxanyi, aa.

3T0 OTHOLLIEHWE NPOSBASETCS HE TONbKO B 6e3y4YaCTHOCTH, HO U B HEYMEHWMN BUAETb NMPUUNHHO-
CNefICTBEHHbIE CBA3M, aXKe oUeBUAHbIE. ELLIE MOXXHO MOHSATbL, NOYEMY /104N He BUAAT
CPeHECPOUHBIX 1 JONTOCPOYHBIX OTPULATENbHBIX NMOCNEACTBUIA NpucoeanHeHns Kpbiva. Ho
CMPOrHO31poBaTh POCT U3-3a BBEIEHMS NMPOAYKTOBOI0 3M6apro Uy B3MMaHmus [0MNONHUTENbHOI
MAaThbl C rPY30BMKOB 3a NMPOE3[ No (efepasibHbIM TpaccaM He Tak YK TPYAHO.

[MocTpoeHHas MyTUHBLIM NONNTMYECKas CUCTEMA MCKOPEHSET B POCCUAHAX CMOCOOHOCTb AymarTb,
aHa/IM3MpoBaTh, 3a4aBaTb BOMPOCHI, (hOPMYMPOBaTL CBOK NO3NLMIO, MOMHUTL. HeT cTumyna:
CMOCOBHOCTb K CaMOCTOATENIbHOMY MbIC/TIMTE/IbHOMY NPOLIECCY He BOCTPe60OBaHa B MYTUHCKOM
Poccumn. KoHKYpeHUUs BO BCeX cpepax, BK/KOYasd NOIMTUYECKYHO, BECbMa OrpaHuyeHa.
NoGeXaaeT B HEil He CaMblil YMHBbIIA.

[MeyanbHO 1 NOTEHLUMaILHO ONACHO, YTO Ha BbIXXKEHHOM MOIMTUYECKOM NOone, rae ,ﬂ,EﬁaTbl,
ANCKYyCCUH, Bbl60pb| nogmMeHeHb! gaB/j1eHMeM, B TOM YMUC/e N CUN0BbIM, NadaeT N Ka4eCTBO



onno3uuymn. Cam thakT y4acTus B ONMO3NLMOHHOM [ABUXKEHUM B Poccum - yxke repoiicTBo, 1 3TO
BMOJ/IHe NpaBAa. [leMOKpaTNYeCKNX UHCTUTYTOB HET, a akTUBUCTbI GOPIOTCA 3a BbDKMBaHWe. Takas
CUTyauus He AaeT UM LuaHca TPaHC(OPMMPOBaTLCS B MY6/INYHBIX NOMUTUKOB, a 06LLECTBY —
MOHATb, KTO €CTb KTO.

MamsATb Y NH0AeN TakxKe KOpOTKas, U 3T0 BeCbMa BbIrO4HO Bragumupy MyTUHY 1 ero OKpY)XXeHUto,
KOTOpble NOCTOSHHO MYTAKTCA B MOKAa3aHUAX: TO HET BOEHHbIX B KpbIMY 1 Ha BOCTOKE YKpanHbl,
TO OHW eCTb; TO [jaBaiiTe He OyAeM NOAHMMATL HAIOrM U COOpPbI, TO BBOAAT HOBbIN Tapud C
[aNbHOOOMLLMKOB. 3a6BeHWe — y00Has Bellb, M Ha 3TO B TOM YK1C/e HarpaeieHa paboTta
TeNEeBU3NOHHOW NponaraHabl.

OTCtofa B TOM UMC/E U OTCYTCTBIE MHCTUTYTA PenyTaLym 1 ONsTh Ke 6e30TBETCTBEHHOCTb
My6/IMYHbIX NEPCOH. BO3MOXHO, coLpanbHas anaTus, 0TCyTCTBIE 06LLLECTBEHHOIO UHTEpeca K
MONUTYKE - 3TO 3aLLUTHBIA MexaHu3M. Tak 06LLEeCTBO OTBEYAET Ha MOTOKM /XU 1 arpeccui. e
rnpaBaa He MOHUMAET YXKe HUKTO, MO3TOMY /lyyllie He BHUKATb.

Bce nonutrka B Poccum cuTyaTBHA U TakxKe BONAaTU/bHA, KaK HepTAHbIE KOTUPOBKK. Jaxe
NOANbHbIE MOMTUKN U YNHOBHMKM HE BCerfa ycresatoT noAcTpansarses. Hanpyumep, 40BOIbHO
3a6aBHO HabMAaTh, Kak HUK1MTa MuXankoBs, M3BECTHENLLNIA KNHOPEXHMCCcep 1 60/bLUIOW agenT
MyTnHA 1 ero pexxmMa, BO3MYLLAEeTCA LieH3ypPOil B OTHOLLEHUN ero COGCTBEHHOW NaTpUOTUYECKO
rnepesayn Ha (hefiepaibHOM TefeKaHasne.

BnacTb 1 3nunTbl 3260TATCS 0 COBCTBEHHOM BbDKMBaHWUMW. MeTo/bl XOpOoLY /1t06ble, B TOM YKCe
MOCTOSIHHOE BOEHHOE HanpsiXXeHue. B pe3ynbTaTe Mbl HabNO4aeM, Kak poccusiHe BCe 60/bLue
OTXOAAT OT IYMaHUCTUYECKMX LLIeHHOCTEN 1 BCe 60/bLUe CKIOHAKTCA K KOH(PPOHTaUUHHOW MOAEeNu
BOCMPUSATUS MUPa UM — BO3MOXHO, 3TO BCe e 60/1ee MArKWi AnarHos, - K 6esyyactHocTu. Ho
VIMEHHO BOWHA CTAHOBUTCS KOHTEKCTOM, (DOHOM [/151 BCE OCTaSIbHOW XXMU3HMU.

POCCUIACKIME XXYPHANUCTbI HEOAHOKPATHO CrpaluvBain MeHs, Novemy s 60proCb 3a 0ObEKTUBHOE U
BCECTOPOHHee YOMiiCTBA MOEr0 0TLA. 3a4eM MHe 3T0 HY)XKHO? [11 MeHsi cama (hopMynMpoBKa
BOMpOCa 3BYYUT YyA0BULLHO. B 370 opMynMpoBKe Kak pa3 1 oTpaxkaeTcs nobeamsLuee
CpeaHEBEKOBbE: HUKTO He NOHMMAET, YTO 3TO paccnefoBaHNe BaXKHO HE TOMbKO A/t MEHS NINYHO,
HO 1 ANs BCeX Hac.

3a npaBa YenoBeKa HYy>KHO 60pOThCA, ONT0 U N3HYPUTENBHO. A NKOHYTL Ha BCE U NMPUHSTbL (haKT,
4To B POCCKM MOXKHO NPOCTO B3Th 1 Ge3HaKa3aHHO YOUTb M3BECTHOIO YE/I0BEKA,
rocyfapCTBEHHOr0 AeaTeNs, nnaepa onno3nLn, TO HY>XHO CMUPUTLCS U C TEM, YTO 3TO B KOHLIE
KOHLIOB MOXET KOCHYTbCS KaXKoro.

Te, KTO ceiiyac B ONMO3nLMK, B 30HE MOBbILLEHHOrO PUCKa. H BUXY TO CHUCXOXAEHME, C KOTOPbIM
MHOT € CMOTPSAT Ha HEBOMbLLYIO FOPCTKY NH0/EN, KOTOPbIE GOPIOTCS 3a AEMOKPATUYECKYHO
Poccuio. S NpuBbIKNa K U3BEYUHOMY BOMPOCY: «A UTO OHW NpeaiaraoT?» A Bbl NPecTaBbTe Cebe,
YTO B OAVH fIEHb UX He ByaeT, HKoro. KTo 6yaeT NpoBoAUTb aHTUKOPPYNLMOHHbIE
paccnefoBaHus, KTO Oy/eT y4acTBOBaTb B BbI6Opax, MycTb AaXe U eKOPaTVBHbIX, KTO 6yaeT
nucaTh AenyTaTCKUe 3amnpochl, KTO 6YAET NoAAepXKMBaTb MNOMMT3aKMOUYEHHbIX? HUKTO.

Mol oTeL, 40NITOe BPeMS UCTbITbIBAN 3TO OTHOLLEHME Ha cebe — 3TO CHUCXOAUTENbHbIN B3rnsj
CBbICOKaA. A Temnepb OH YOUT - 3a CBOM B3NS 4bl, 3a CMENIOCTb BbIPKEHMSA NO3ULUM, 33 HEXENaHe
ObITb 6e3y4acTHbIM. V1 BAPYr CTasIo ICHO, KaK ero He XBaTaeT.



Poccusi npu MyTUHE - 3TO He BO3POXK/AEHME JYXOBHbIX CKPEN, KaK MbITaeTcs y6eanTb Hac
ohvLManbHoe TeneBuaeHre. 3TO - MOPa/lbHOE PasnoXeHue. W noka Bce Mbl, poccusiHe, 6yaem
OLeHMBaTb NH06YI0 NPO6IEMY NULLL C TOV TOUKM 3PEHMS, KACAETCS /W OHA HAC JIMUHO, ABUXKEHME

BO3MOXHO B OJ]HY CTOPOHY - Ha3ag,



