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IT'S: D- Um< for thousands of
. anxious students as they get their
* A-level results today.

Many will get the grades they need to
. head off to university, but there will be
~others who'may-not quite ?w the
“heights they expected.

If youre one.of them it's vital to
remember you still have a whole world
of opportunities available, from using

om_..eno_o:_.m look most
u_.&wmﬂo:m_ Off-limits are noBm

you find a university place, to vocational
training and earn-and-learn opportuni-
ties so you can begin taking the first
steps towards a successfill career.

Some oﬁuobm mean you get a paid
job.and can study for a degree at the
same time - bagging one for free
without the student debt.

Two years ago, Ashleigh James, 20,
from Slough, was one of those lining up
to get her A-level results. She needed
more than two of them to be above
grade C to start an apprenticeship with
mobile giant 02 as a finance analyst.

Ashleigh says: “T initially started
applying to universities but I had no
real clue what I wanted to do.I couldn't
decide between business studies,
finance,
education degrees.

“I began to realise I would much
rather be out working. I also thought it
made no sense to get into debt for
something I wasn't sure about. In my
final year at school I started looking for
apprenticeships and found this one
: with 02. I really liked the look of it.”
ahead of time - you don’t want While her twin sister Stephanie went
tomissoutonagreat _ off to Warwick University to study
opportunity because you wake Spanish with French, Ashleigh stayed
up on interview day and realise at home and started on a two-year
youdon't have a tie. apprenticeship working towards getting
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m’x. Clean m:n

0es are a must.
#mm___%_. flip-flopsand -
mxnmwm_smz high heels should
nevel )e worn. If it's shoes you

would wear on a date, they're
v_.oumcz ._._2 appropriate.
>nﬂmmmo=_nm. When it no:_mm
to jewellery, stick to subtle
pieces. A simple silver necklace
or smart watch can give <o:q

groomed and <oc_. breathis
fresh. The purpose of your
interview outfit is to show that
you take pride in your :
- appearance, are serious in <o=ﬂ
interest for the role and you
respect the interviewer.
Make.sure you plan your outfit

. tobean %caa_nm

the Clearing system (see below) to help

criminology or physical -

Corby, Northamptonshire, f

DMIST

gowm

Mirror.co.uk

her Level 4 CIMA (Chartered
Institute of Management
Accounts) certificate, which
counts towards a degree.

“It has suited me perfectly,
says Ashleigh. “The learning
is flexible so I can fit it around
my work and life. Plus work
gives me time to study too

And Ashleigh loves the job,

“Ilove the orderly world of finance. It
is all about problem solving and
number crunching - right up my street”

Her current role has her collating
actual and predicted data for various
parts of the business, including pay-as-
you-go and insurance, using various
formulas and models.
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atschool, Ashleigh can't quite
believe that twice a month
she is now reporting to
managers at meetings.

She says: “It was terrifying
to start with but now I know
what I am doing and under-
stand the business more I get
a real buzz from doing it”

Ashleigh, who is about to start the

02 graduate programme which will
allow her to finish her degree in finance
and become a fully qualified
accountant, doesn’t feel she has missed
out on the university experience.

She explains: “I get to visit my sister
and friends at their universities pretty
frequently, which keeps me busy at
weekends. While I haven't left home yet
there are some pluses around that. T
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Tomorrow: York's Park Inn
by Radisson, and Milton
Keynes' DoubleTree by
Hilton Hotel, both 10am till
1pm. Monday: Royal
Victoria-Place, Tunbridge

- Wells, 10am-4pm; also

. Newport Leisure Centre,

. South Wales 10am-3pm.

. Ethejobfairs.co.uk
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