
Tbenvox

Therightkindofmusicisthatwhichhasthecapabilitytopiercethrough

yoursoul,andtransitionyouthroughanunendingblissofmelody.Fusing

jazz,hip-hop,reggae,funk&dancehall,talented27yearoldmusicartist

extraordinaireisdedicatedtocreatingsomesweetlegatothatwillleadthe

worldtoasoothingplaceofinevitablepleasure.

Born June7,1993 in Uyo,Akwa Ibom State;EtienneBenedictAkpan

popularlyknownbyhisstagename“Tben”hasbeeninthecraftofmusic

almosthiswholelife.Atage5,hewasalreadyaveteraninplayingthe

Piano,andnotlongafter,hehadbecomeaproinplayingseveralother

musicalinstrumentssuchasthebox&bassguitar,drums,recorder,and

eventhelocalBongodrum andCongawerenotleftout.Honingtheseskills

weremadepossiblewiththehelpofhisfatherwhowashismentorand

greatestinspiration,ashehimselfwasamelophile.Littlewonderwhere

littleTbengothisexceptionaltalentsfrom.

BornandraisedaRomanCatholic,TbengothisprimaryeducationatChrist

theKingInt’lNur/Pryschool,Uyo,AkwaIbom Statewherehejoinedthe

schoolband group and became a drummerboy as a resultofhis

unquenchableloveformusicalinstruments.Atage11,hestarted his

secondaryeducationatFederalGovernmentCollege,IkotEkpene,Akwa

Ibom State,butwastransferredtoBrightFutureCollege,Uyoafter3years

duetotheincessantbullyinghefaced.

AtBrightFutureCollege,Tbendidnothesitatetojoiningtheschoolband

grouponesagainasadrummerboyandarecorderplayer.Duringschool

vacations,hevolunteeredinchurchtoplaythekeyboardorbassguitarfor

thechurchchoir.LikeErnestodelaCruzinthemovie“Coco”,Tbenwas

alwaysseizinghiseverymusicmoment.

InMarch2009,16yearoldTbenlosthisfathertoCancer.Thiswasareally

traumatizingperiodforhim ashedescribedhisfatherinhistributeashis

mentor,inspirationandararegem asfarasmusicwasconcerned.He



statedthathewasn’tsurehecouldconquertheworldofmusicwithoutis

father.

In2011,TbengainedadmissionintoAkwaIbom StateUniversitytostudy

AgriculturalEngineering.Itdidnottakelongforhim tofindhismusicvoice

ashewassurroundedbyfolkswhosharedsimilarenthusiasm formusic.

Hispassiongrew strongerandstronger;asaresult,hewaspropelledto

composingdifferentoriginaltunesusingtheguitarheinheritedfrom his

father.Tbenhadnotjustfoundhisvoice,hehadalsofoundhiswords.

Thesewereevidentthroughtheoriginallyricshehadwrittenatthetime.

Truly,thepenisanextensionofthesoul.

Consumedwiththeundyingthirsttoexploretheworldofmusic,Tben

madethebravestmoveofhislifebyvisitingastudiofortheveryfirsttime.

There,hemetoneofAkwaIbom’sfinestmusicproducers,Chillingznow

knownasIce-beat.Forthefirsttimetheyoungrisingstarfeltasenseof

purposeasheworkedhandinhandwithhisnewestproducerwhobelieved

somuchinhispassionandtalent,andwasreadytohelphim soarinhis

musiccareer.

However,thingstookadifferentturnasTben’sproducer;Ice-beathadto

movetoLagos,thecommercialcityin2013forbusinesspurposes.Ones

again,Tbenwasleftwithnoonetoputhim throughashestruggledto

makewaveswithhisnewfoundvoice.

Betweentheyears2013to2016,Tbensoonbecamequiteapopularfigure

withinhisschool’senvironsduetohisseveralmusicalperformancesin

schoolshowsandevents.Hewasnotonlybrilliantwiththemic;buthealso

discoveredaninnateflairinpencilartistry.Guywasjustaboxloadof

talents.

Jugglingmusicandschoolsoonbecamearathertedioustaskforthis

youngmulti-instrumentalist,andhisgradesbegantosuffer.Hesoonfound

himselfinadilemmanogiftedpersonlikehimselfwouldeverwanttobein.

Quitschoolorquitmusic.Tbenbeingasmartanddeterminedyoungfellow

decidedtosimmerdownabitinhismusiccareerinordertobeableto



meetupwithschooldemands.

Aftergraduationin2017,thethen24yearsoldupcomingstarmadea

consciousdecisiontodwellsolelyonthebusinessofentertainment,soas

to paveasolid wayforhismusiccareerto skyrocket.Hisdecision

howeverdidnotsitwellwithhismother,asheappearedtoberebelling

againstthefamily’severyprinciplebyconstantlykeepinglatenightsand

sleepingoutsidehishome.AccordingtoTben,hedidallofthatinthequest

ofself-discovery.

During thisperiod ofconscioustransition,Tbenhad dropped alotof

friendsandacquaintancesandwasleftwithonlyafew circlewhom he

believedweremoreseriousminded,trustedandsupportedhisdream to

createmusicinitsrealestandtruestform.Healsousedthisperiodto

furtherdevelophisskills,network,andlearnmoreabouthischosenmusic

genre “Afro fusion”.He listened a lotto some established and very

outstandingmusicianssuchas:Burnaboy,BobMarley,Stoneboy,andthe

likes.

In2018,linesbegantofallinpleasantplacesforthisingeniousyoungartist.

Hiscreativityandaptitudegothim amanagementteam from theAircover

media,andtheyweredeterminedtohelphim build,garnerrelevance,and

putsomevaluetohiscraft.Withthehelpofhismanagementteam,Tben

begantoputoutofficialsinglesondigitalplatformslikeSoundclouds&

iTunes.YouTubealsosaw hisfirstmusicvideofrom oneofhissingles

titled“Wa’aguan”.

Interestingly,Tben’s box load oftalents was notdevoid ofa spicy

Nollywoodflavorasheforthefirsttimestarredinafilm titled“Onthebeat”

bytheaircovermediaproductioninAkwaIbom sate.Tbendescribedthis

asbeing“agreatleapforward”forhim,sincehegottonotjustfeatureasa

cast,butalsoacrewmemberworkingspecificallyasthesetdesignerfor

thefilm.Althoughthefilm “OntheBeat”didnotgetasmuchreachas

expected,itatleastputtheyoungrisingstarinthespotlightashiscreative

prowessearned him ajob asthesetand propsmanagerforoneof

Nollywood’shitmovietitled“LoveorQuest”,starringpopularnollywood



actorssuchasAlexEkubo,SophieAlakijaandEddieWatson.

Inabidtoappreciatehisgrowingfansandeveryonewhohadsupported

andstilleverreadytosupporthim throughhisjourneyintorelevancyinthe

entertainmentindustry,Tbenhostedalisteningpartywhereheperformed

livewithhisband,“D’benskyBand”anameheinheritedfrom hislate

father’sband.Theturnupforthiseventwasextremelyencouragingaswell

asgratifyingespeciallyastheadroityoungartistisstilltryingtofindhisbig

breakintheindustry.Friends,lovedoneandfanswereamazedandmostly

thrilled as Tben led them through a world ofbliss and euphonious

danceablemelody.

Currently,themulti-instrumentalistwhoisstillbeingmanagedbyAircover

mediaislookingtodroppinghisfirstEPtitled“Blunt”,stillinthepeople’s

favoritegenre,“Afro-fusion”.ThetalentedAkwaIbom finesthasworkedso

hardinthepastyears,andbelieveshisvisionofserenadinglivesthrough

thisEPwillushertheTbenvoxbrandthetremendousbreakhesoyearnsin

theentertainmentindustrynotjustinNigeria,butallovertheglobeby

God’sgrace.

Whenaskedwhycreatingmusicissoimportanttohim,Tbenhadthisto

say:

“Forme,creating music is notjustabout

fusingcertaintunesthatsoundpleasingto

theears.It’smoreaboutignitingapleasant

lightinthelivesofmylisteners,indulging

theireveryconcern,and taking them to a

placewherepeacealoneprevailsthroughmy

story.Thisiswhatismostimportanttome,

and Iam more than willing to give this

throughmymusic”.

Nodoubt,TbenisdefinitelyoneNigerianentertainertheworldshould

watchoutfor.




