
Businesses of every kind require careful financial transaction management to ensure that they

compensate employees, pay debts, and meet compliance regulations. This work is handled by

accountants and other finance professionals.

Are you looking to work as an accountant? A bachelor's degree in accounting can set you up for

career success and/or additional study in the field — required for certified public accountant (CPA)

licensure.

As the popularity of online education has grown for its accessibility and flexibility, many schools

have expanded to offer online bachelor's degrees in accounting.

According to the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), the amount of

bachelor's degrees conferred in accounting dropped by 7.8% in the 2021-2022 academic years,

signaling a decline in popularity. However, as need grows for the profession, this disparity creates

opportunities for aspiring accountants.

Our ranked list rates the top accounting degrees with online delivery. This in-depth guide covers

details like career pathways and common coursework for the major.

Best Accounting Degrees Online

We use datasets from sources like the National Center for Education Statistics to inform the data for these schools. from our

partners appear among these rankings and are indicated as such. All data is current as of the date this article was published. Program-specific

information may vary.

#1 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Southern New Hampshire University

 Manchester, NH 4 years Online + Campus

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $15,000

Out-of-state $15,000

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $18,900

Out-of-state $18,900

More Details Explore Program

The University of Arizona Global Campus
UAGC offers a catalog of 80+ online degrees that gives learners career-relevant skills in fields such as accounting,

healthcare, and education. Learners from all walks of life study in small classes with access to support such as…

More Details Explore Program

#2 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Western Governors University

 Salt Lake City, UT 4 years Online

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $7,162

Out-of-state $7,162

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $7,500

Out-of-state $7,500

More Details Explore Program

#3 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Colorado State University Global Campus

 Aurora, CO 4 years Online

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $8,400

Out-of-state $8,400

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $9,000

Out-of-state $9,000

More Details Explore Program

#4 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Trine University Online

 Fort Wayne, IN 4 years Online

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $9,576

Out-of-state $9,576

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $10,350

Out-of-state $10,350

More Details

#5 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Pennsylvania State University

 University Park, PA 4 years Online + Campus

Programmatic Accreditation: AACSB International

Cost per Credit:…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $15,400

Out-of-state $25,084

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $23,189

Out-of-state $39,248

More Details

#6 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Eastern New Mexico University

 Portales, NM 4 years Online + Campus

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $4,074

Out-of-state $6,114

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $5,351

Out-of-state $7,110

More Details

#7 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

University of Arizona

 Tucson, AZ 4 years Online + Campus

Programmatic Accreditation: AACSB International

Cost per Credit:…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $10,990

Out-of-state $33,739

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $12,106

Out-of-state $32,290

More Details

University of Maryland Global Campus
For 75+ years, UMGC has transformed lives by offering adults the opportunity to expand their skills and earn the

credentials they need to succeed again. UMGC offers 125+ degrees and certificates, financial resources and lifetime…

More Details Explore Program

#8 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Arizona State University Online

 Scottsdale, AZ 4 years Online

Programmatic Accreditation: AACSB International

Cost per Credit:…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $10,710

Out-of-state $12,984

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $9,774

Out-of-state $9,774

More Details

#9 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

National University

 San Diego, CA 4 years Online

Programmatic Accreditation: International Accreditation Council for

Business Education…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $13,320

Out-of-state $13,320

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $15,480

Out-of-state $15,480

More Details

#10 TOP ONLINE BACHELOR’S DEGREES IN ACCOUNTING 2024

Purdue Global University

 West Lafayette, IN 4 years Online + Campus

Programmatic Accreditation: Accreditation Council for Business Schools

and Programs…

Average Undergrad Tuition

In-state $10,080

Out-of-state $13,356

Average Graduate Tuition

In-state $8,730

Out-of-state $9,700

More Details Explore Program

How We Chose These Schools

What Is an Online Bachelor's in Accounting Degree?

Online degrees for accounting students provide the knowledge and skills to earn professional

accounting certification, pursue entry-level careers, or enroll in graduate school. Graduates can

apply accounting principles to real-world businesses, analyze financial issues and make

recommendations, and assess ethical issues.

The flexibility and expanded access of online programs attract high school graduates, working

students attending college for the first time, and working professionals looking to change careers.

Learners with associate degrees who want to become certified public accountants are also

excellent candidates for an online bachelor's degree.

Graduates who earn an accounting bachelor's degree online gain skills in mathematics, research,

communication, and specialized types of accounting.

What Else Can I Expect From a Bachelor's in Accounting Program?

Whether earning their accounting degrees online or on campus, students can expect the same

foundational curriculum components: general education, major core, and electives. In an

accounting program, courses cover topics like economics, finance, and business law.

Students looking to further specialize their curriculum can often select from concentrations in

auditing and forensic accounting; managerial accounting; public accounting; or tax accounting.

Each concentration requires courses focused on field-specific knowledge and skills, such as

corporate tax accounting, financial statement analysis, or cost accounting. Students may also

choose to supplement their degrees with open electives.

Accounting Curriculum

Business Ethics: This course teaches students to apply ethical theory and practice in business contexts. Topics

include different ethical systems, cross-cultural variations and similarities, and how organizations develop and

implement ethics programs. Courses use case studies to help students recognize and analyze ethical issues in

the workplace.

Auditing: An undergraduate auditing course introduces students to assurance services and the professional and

ethical standards required of auditors. By examining audit programs and procedures, students gain skills in audit

design, testing methods, and communication strategies for discussing results. Coursework emphasizes risk

mitigation and compliance.

Taxation: Students in this course learn the procedures used to interpret personal (not corporate) tax information.

Coursework explores the basic concepts of federal income taxation, including gross income, exemptions,

deductions, and credits. Undergraduate accounting degrees may also offer courses in corporate taxation, focusing

on requirements and procedures for businesses.

Accounting Jobs

A bachelor's in accounting gives students a strong foundation in finance principles, computer

applications, and economics. Public accounting may be the most obvious career path for

graduates, but an online degree in accounting is equally applicable to many jobs serving

businesses, governments, and individual clients.

Undergraduate accounting programs are also an excellent choice for students who plan to attend

graduate school before pursuing advanced positions in finance or economics.

Here are three of the most popular careers for accounting graduates. Some careers require

additional education or certification.

Certified Public Accountants

Median Salary: $78,000

Projected Job Growth: 4%

Certified public accountants (CPAs) complete financial tasks for individual, corporate, and

government clients. These tasks include bookkeeping and accounting, auditing, tax preparation,

and consulting.

Accountants generally work independently while completing tasks, but they must communicate

effectively with clients to explain their findings.

CPAs may operate their own businesses or work for public accounting firms. To become a CPA,

candidates must earn at least a bachelor's degree in accounting and complete a national

certification exam from the AICPA. CPAs need keen analytical, organizational, and mathematics

skills to excel.

Financial Managers

Median Salary: $139,790

Projected Job Growth: 16%

Financial managers — also known as controllers, treasurers, and finance officers — safeguard the

financial health of an organization. These professionals monitor legal compliance, prepare

statements and reports, direct investment activities, and help craft long-term financial goals. They

often work on management teams and act as advisors to top executives.

Employers typically look for financial managers with a bachelor's degree and several years of

relevant experience in business or finance. Many financial managers begin their careers as

accountants or financial analysts before seeking advancement. This position requires excellent

analytical, communication, and mathematics skills.

Budget Analyst

Median Salary: $82,260

Projected Job Growth: 3%

Businesses, universities, and governments rely on budget analysts to help organize their finances

and develop realistic budgets. Tasks include monitoring organizational spending, analyzing costs

and benefits, reviewing funding requests, estimating future financial needs, and making

recommendations to managers.

Education requirements vary by employer, but many budget analyst positions require a bachelor's

degree in finance, accounting, or statistics. Budget analysts should have excellent

communication, mathematics, and writing skills.

Learn More About Accounting Degrees Online

Collapse All Expand All

Which degree is best for an accountant?

You can pursue some accounting roles after completing an associate program, but most employers seek candidates

with bachelor's degrees in accounting. CPAs need 150 total credits to qualify for certification, making a bachelor's

program an ideal way to earn your first 120 credits.

Do you get a BA or BS in accounting?

How long does it take to get an online accounting degree?

Is a two-year accounting degree worth it?

Popular with our students.

Highly informative resources to keep your education journey on track.

Best Online Master's in Accounting

Find the best online master's in accounting programs and see how you can

jumpstart your career with the skills learned from an accredited online degree.
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with online learning.

Discover schools with the programs and courses you’re interested in,
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Are you ready to discover your college program?

Top Online Bachelor's Degrees in Accounting 2024
Accounting is a crucial field in business and more. Explore rankings for the best accounting degrees, along with details on courses, tuition, and accreditation.
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