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T he ancian: Greaks balieved that the fulure could be
faund by examining the Lvers of sacrificlal animals
ar tha light trajactory of birds, And il & lartune was
uncovierad, thare was litla that could be dane ta alter
ane's desting You could atways consult an oracle 1o
undarstand what lay ahead but ultimately it was up te
tha gods ta control the fate of mankind

Thase days, most people believe that our future is not
pra-ordained, We are the masters of our own fate, But
that doasn’t stop some people Irom looking at whal's

to coma, Futurists pour howrs inta analyzing the past
and assassing the trands of the presant — 1o pradict
developmants yet to appear an the harizen, But whe and
what exactly are prafessional "futurists?” Is (8 1ruly a Job
title that can be bestowed ke a doctor or professar?

In ghert, pes. Accarding to the Assaclation of Prelesslonal
Futurists, "a prolessional luturist i a person wha halps
peaple understand, anticipate, prepara lan and gain
advantage Iram coming changas, But it is not thi gonl el
a futurist to predict what will happen in the future. The
futurit uses forasight to describe what could happen in
the luture and, in some cases, what should happen in the
future,” In this sense, lulurists are part-idealiat and part-
problem solver; loreshadawing data that weaves o story of
amare efficlent land sometimes necessary) way 10 v,

Vancouver-based Nikolas Badmintan is ona such futurist
who makes pradictions based on cantemparary empérical
avidenca. His focus is to look at where we are in the world
today and how we are gaing to be aflected down the Line by
exarmining a number of different facters and data peints
Badmintan is tha lirst to admit hawever, that 50 percent of
his predictions won't cama true. But bafore you scolf at
that disrmissive statistic, considar this: Wauld you take the
odds of a cein ilip inta the casing and bat your earnings?
He anvisions you nadding your hiead. Was he right?
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Five yaars age, Badminton pradictad the rise of mobila
paymanis and... nathing happened, which dreva him mad
with frustration, Then suddaenly the [Phane & launches
with ApplaPay, and “the world's gona crazy for i, he says,

“Just logking at a certain feld Lke augmaented raality
and wearable technelogy, you can make very sale
predictions. But you alsa hava to look at macraecanamic
trands, Education, gavernment and changes in urban
amnvirgnments matter especially in the U5 and Canada,
With these lactors taken inte consideration, yau'll
suddenly have a large set of data points where you'll start
1o see correlations,” The Increasing reliance on mobile
technalegy housing our dakly lves led him ta beliove
maobila payments were an inevitability, long balora it
bacame commonplace.

S0 It may be true that studying data Irom the past is ane

pillar in antickpating the future, But part of tha lun of
baing a futurist is alse the imagination, anticipation, and

“A PROFESSIONAL
FUTURIST IS A PERSON
WHO HELPS PEOPLE
UNDERSTAND,
ANTICIPATE, PREPARE
FOR, AND GAIN
ADVANTAGE FROM
COMING CHANGES."
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“CUSTOMERS WILL SIMPLY MAKE A PURCHASE,
AND A DRONE OR A DELIVERY SERVICE WILL
BRING THE PRODUCT TO YOUR DOOR AT YOUR

CONVENIENCE.”

sometimas, foolishness of it all. It's because all futuristic
ideas seem somewhat foalish in the present. until that
vision comas to pass of course.

That farmula of facts mixed with imagination is a

recipe wtilized by a different futurist, Alshin Mousavian,
Mausavian |s a co-founder at TEOxTaronto, a conference
that bills itself as a catalyst for exceptional ideas and
prefound changes, and a fermer managing pariner

at Shopity, ane of the world's leading online shapping
platforms.

Mg “faalish™ as it may seerm, Mausavian sensas that in
10 years the idea of carrying & shopping bag will be
archaic. Customaers will simply make a purchase, and a
drone or @ delivery service will bring tha praduct ta your
door at your canvanience. Stora lineups will be much
shorter, and carrying cash and credit cards will ba svan
mare rafe, @5 the world shilts to a heawy dependency an

secure technolegical dewices with built-in pay systems.

B BCian. L&

Mousavian also touts social networks as the naw
platforms for shopping, which he thinks will reduca the
level of buyer's remarse, making shapping more of &
community axperience than an indiwidual ana. "It will help
mae relate to my friends mare becausa I'll get notilications
saying, for example, ‘Matt bought this product.” It will
happen on Facebook, it's already happening an Pinterest
and it wall start happening across all social nebworks.”

Sharing ideas and linding Like minds is, after all, a drving
farce for social change. To strengthen thelr voice and
ability to pradict luture cutcomes, many are drawmn to
conferences to bring luturists-in-the-making together.
Nikalas Badminten has organized the forward thinking
trans-humanist ‘From Now' conference, Alshin Mausavian
is a partner with the alorementioned TEDxTorento, and
Mantreal's Richard St. Plerre |s president at the wildly
creative C2,

C2 stands for commaerce and creativity and is a
phenomenon that challenges traditional business
practices that have addly bacome dogma that we never
question. Creating samaething new is the most difficult
thing a business can do,” says St-Pierre. Last year, the
Cirgue Du Soleil-parinered networking conference
teatured highlights like brainstorming maetings
suspended from chalrs 20 feet in the air with safety nets
below, 181a-a-téte meetings in Ferris wheel cars and
lecturas from the likes of Richard Branson, Andre Agassi
and Chelsea Clinten. The immersive three-day event
aims te unite “tha cream of the international business
crop” to stimulate creative and aven visionary thinking
ta commercial prablems

Qna of those problems is aur never ending thirst far
connectivity, and the required oh-demand high-speed
access needed te sustain it With the world's increased
desire for conhettivity and the simplicity of mabila
application payment syslems, ana begins to wonder,
whare is afl this bandwidth coming fram?

Tha skies above us are a part of the future that is

somewhat cverlooked and lorgotten, except by those
trained futurists whose job it is to look at the sky, like
Natalie Panek. “In the future we will have to necessitate
a pro=gctive plan that will take care of satellites and the
end ¢f their life spans,” says Natalie Panek, an aerospace
engineer at MacDanald Dettwiler Space and Advanced
Robaties [MOA). [Yas, that MDA that built the Canadarm.)

"Going terward, | think there will ba huge disruptions by
private players in the satellite industry, 'We have satellites
gaing araund the sarth without binding laws to determina
what happans at the end of their lives. If a part breaks
down ar it reaches the end il its mission lile, it ends up as
space junk and pessibly maved into a graveyard disposal
orbit. In the coming years, we'll ba sesing more initiatives
trying to repair, repurpase and recycle saiellites, possibly
using erbital arms as an orbital gas station servicing the
satellite industry.”

And while space is approached scientifically by futurists
like Panek, imagination and sanse are still the primary
force in predicting the future, especially lor what we
would assume most futurists are: psychic mediums.

Evidential psychic medium Browgh Perkins deals with
a punaty intuitive tachnolegy of his own mind to make
predictions an the future. And he ironically, albeit
unknowingly, sees the futura in much the same way his
avidenca-based counterparts da.

"Our curiosity in spate is going 1o cpan up. In the next Tve
ta ten years wa'll see a plan 1o mine astersids for natural
resaurces by a company that will take action.” Amaong
ather pradictions, Perkins feels that youth in coming
ganarations will seek mare infarmation, and thare will

be a spark far many young activists. "It will ba a new
revolution, as in the late '40s," he quips. It's a thought
shared by C2's Richard 51, Fierre.

“Social impact businesses that have a social goal as a
purpese, as opposed 10 profii s its primary goal, will be
commen in the future,” says St Plerre, “Advancing sociely
without dyng the next year, not just financially, will be a
priofity. Seciely can make change, like with tha Berlin
‘Wall lar example. Although no one has a crystal ball, the
thought af the next 50 years s the power of the future.”

until then,.. e
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