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TOP EXPER IENCES

 MGet sky-high views: At 123 stories, Lotte World 
Tower is Korea’s tallest building and the view from its 
observation deck is simply unrivaled. 

 MRoot for the home team: Jamsil Stadium hosts 
two professional baseball teams, and a KBO game in 
Korea is about much more than the action on the 
diamond: it’s a party and a feast.

 MShop at Lotte: Both Lotte World Mall and Lotte 
Department Store offer world-class shopping with 
high-end brands and designer goods.

 MSoak up history:  Stroll among burial mounds of 
royalty from the ancient Baekje Kingdom, then fast 
forward to 1988, when Seoul hosted the Olympic 
games.

 MEat and drink: On Songridan-gil, a side street of hip 
cafes and restaurants, bask in the coolness of the 
capital.

 MRelease your inner child: A day on the rides at 
Lotte World theme park will surely bring out the kid in 
you. 

GETTING HER E A ND A ROUND

From Seoul Station, head north on Line 1 to City Hall 
Station, where you can transfer to Line 2, which will 
take you all the way to Jamsil Station. The journey 
takes about 45 minutes. Driving is possible as well, 
though parking in Songpa-gu can be hard to find and 
expensive. Taxis from Seoul Station will run ₩25,000–
₩30,000, depending on traffic, which can get pretty 
bad at most any time of the day.

PL A NNING YOUR TIME

Any time is a good time to visit Jamsil, though Lotte 
World Mall, Lotte Department Store, and especially 
Lotte World theme park can get extremely crowded 
on the weekends. Save half a day for each of these 
activities. While Seoul and Korea as a whole are 
extremely safe destinations, solo travelers should 
exercise basic caution at night.

NEIGHBORHOOD SNAPSHOT
V IEW FINDER

 M Lotte World Tower. This 
skyscraper is an incredible 
piece of architecture and 
a world-class landmark. 
Snap a selfie with the tower 
as your backdrop from 
in front of Lotte Depart-
ment Store right across the 
street. EJamsil Station, 
Exits 3 and 4. 

PAUSE HER E

 M Ogeum Park. This large 
public green space is a great 
spot to hike, clear your 
head, or just chill out in 
the midst of Korea’s most 
expansive concrete jun-
gle. E363 Ogeum-ro  Ogeum 
Station, Exit 2. 
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Situated on the capital’s far-flung 
southeastern flank, Jamsil and its 
surrounding neighborhoods would seem 
like an easy place to skip during a visit, 
at least at first glance. After all, Seoul is 
a massive, sprawling metropolis with 
plenty of enticing destinations closer to 
the city center, but when you look a little 
closer, you can see that the Jamsil area 
has plenty of charms for those willing to 
make a trip to investigate.

Jamsil sits smack dab in the middle of 
Songpa-gu, Seoul’s most populous dis-
trict. This, of course, means that much of 
the area is residential, but interspersed 
throughout this sea of high-rise apart-
ment blocks are museums, cafes, great 
restaurants, green spaces, romantic 
wine bars, theme parks, and some of 
the best shopping the city has to offer. 
There’s also Jamsil Stadium, which, from 
April through October, hosts raucous 
professional baseball games, an essential 
experience when visiting Seoul.

The area that Jamsil calls home is a 
historically significant piece of land. This 
was once home to Wiryeseong, the 
capital of the Baekje Kingdom (18 BCE–
AD 660). Traces of this civilization can still 
be found in places like the Bangi-dong 
Ancient Tombs, where many Baekje 
kings were laid to rest.

The area remained largely rural for more 
than a millennia, a place of bucolic rice 
fields and rolling hills, until the city began 
development in the 1960s and ‘70s. By 

the 1980s Jamsil was fully urbanized, 
and celebrated by hosting the 1988 Seoul 
Olympics. Most of the events were held 
in Songpa-gu, and the games’ physical 
legacy is embodied in gems such as 
Olympic Park and Sports Complex.

These days, when many Koreans think 
of Jamsil, the word “Lotte” springs to 
mind. Founded by Shin Kyuk-ho in 1948, 
this corporation began as a chewing gum 
company and has since grown to be 
the country’s fifth-largest conglomerate. 
Lotte has chosen to make Jamsil the 
center of its universe, in a way, since at 
Jamsil Station you will find Korea’s larg-
est high-rise, Lotte World Tower, along 
with Lotte World Mall, Lotte Department 
Store, and the Lotte World theme park. 
The company’s handprint is large and 
firm, and has largely come to define the 
neighborhood.

Despite the big, bright, and shiny cor-
porate presence, Jamsil still has plenty 
of smaller, understated pleasures such 
as the Songridan-gil, which sits in the 
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shadow of Lotte World Tower. This area 
of old houses converted into cafes and 
hip restaurants will remind you that the 
older neighborhoods and modern malls 
can exist side by side. Both do their part 
to make the place interesting, and in a 
way, they represent what this dynamic 
city is about more than any other place in 
the capital.

 s Sights
Bangi Matgol (Food Alley)
STREET | Situated in Bangi-dong between 
the Lotte World Tower and Olympic Park, 
this several-block concourse is home to 
scores of eateries and watering holes. 
At lunchtime, office workers line up at 
the most popular spots, and at night, the 
place comes alive with Jamsil residents 
eating and imbibing beer, soju, and more. 
EOgeum-ro, 11 gil, Jamsil wsongpa.
go.kr/eng/contents.do?key=4941& 
mJamsil Station, Exit 10. 

Jamsil Hangang Park
CITY PARK | This pleasant riverside park 
is a great place to unwind in the midst 
of Seoul’s hustle and bustle. It’s home 
to a swimming pool, inline skating rink, 
soccer field, ice rink, volleyball courts, 
bicycle paths, and more. In the warmer 
months it’s an ideal spot to sit down for 
a picnic, a favorite pastime of Seoulites.  
E65 Hangaram-ro, Jamsil P wenglish.
visitseoul.net/nature/Jamsil-Hangang-
Park_/29871 mJamsil Saenae Station, 
Exit 6. 

Jamsil Sports Complex
SPORTS VENUE | Built for the 1988 
Olympics in Seoul, this sports complex 
was the location of the opening and 
closing ceremonies. It houses the Jamsil 
Baseball Stadium, where you can catch a 
KBO game, plus football stadiums, golf 
courses, a hockey rink, Olympic swim-
ming pool, and gyms that can be booked 
for use. It also hosts concerts from time 
to time, including past performances 
from big name acts such as BTS and Paul 
McCartney. The Olympic Pavilion exhibit 

Jamsil Stadium is the home field of two professional baseball teams: the LG Twins and the Doosan Bears.
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displays uniforms, mascots, and souve-
nirs from the games and has free admis-
sion. Take a tour and learn all about that 
Olympics, including how the Olympic 
Stadium here is where American sprinter 
Griffith Joyner won three gold medals, 
and Carl Lewis won gold in the 100 
meter. Check out Hodori Plaza, where 
a cartoon tiger called Hodol welcomes 
you and where the Olympic flame was 
ignited. E25, Olympic-ro, Songpa-gu, 
Jamsil P02/2240–8800 wstadium.seoul.
go.kr mSports Complex Station. 

JYP Entertainment
NOTABLE BUILDING | Recently relocated 
from its former site in Gangnam, JYP 
Entertainment now calls Jamsil home. 
This renowned company hosts a roster of 
artists including TWICE, ITZY, Stray Kids, 
and 2PM, making it a mandatory stop on 
the itinerary of any K-pop fan hoping to 
catch a glimpse of their favorite idol, or 
for those who may just be curious about 
the phenomenon. E205 Gangdong-
dae-ro, Jamsil P02/2225–8100 mOlym-
pic Park Station, Exit 4. 

Lotte Museum of Art (LMOA)
ART MUSEUM | Opened in 2018, this 
relatively new museum is dedicated to 
introducing new waves of modern art 
from around the globe. From paintings to 
immersive installations, LMOA is curated 
with any eye on quality work that also 
pushes boundaries, with exhibitions of 
work by artists such as Shepard Fairey, 
Jean-Michel Basquiat, Kenny Scharf, and 
others. ELotte World Tower, 300, Olym-
pic-ro, Jamsil P02/1544–7744 wlottemu-
seum.com A₩19,000 (early bird ₩9,500) 
mJamsil Station Exits 1 & 2. 

Lotte World
THEME PARK | FAMILY | If you’re looking to 
unleash the kid in you, plan a day at Lotte 
World. Opened in 1989, this complex 
contains one of the world’s largest indoor 
theme parks, an outdoor amusement 
park, and oodles of other attractions. 
Major rides include the Gyro Swing, a 
Viking ship called “The Conquistador,” 

a giant loop rollercoaster, “Jungle 
Adventure” water ride, “French Revolu-
tion” roller coaster, and the “Aeronauts 
Balloon Ride” that spans the whole of 
the park and offers visitors an eagle’s 
eye perspective of the complex. There 
are also movies, magic performances, 
parades, a Korean folk museum, restau-
rants, a duty free shop, and much more.  
E240, Olympic-ro, Jamsil P1661–2000 
wwww.lotteworld.com A₩59,000 
mJamsil Station, Exit 4. 

Lotte World Aquarium
AQUARIUM | FAMILY | This aquarium located 
in the Lotte World Mall complex is one of 
Korea’s biggest, boasting 55,000 differ-
ent marine creatures spanning some 650 
species. This includes seals, sea lions, 
penguins, piranhas, sharks, rays, and 
Beluga whales. The aquarium is kept in 
immaculate condition, and its underwa-
ter tunnels make for perfect viewing of 
the fascinating, multi-chromatic sea life 
swimming above and around you. E300, 
Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/1661–2000 
wwww.lotteworld.com/aquarium/en/
index.asp A₩39,000 mJamsil Station, 
Exits 1 and 2. 

HLotte World Tower
OBSERVATORY | Dominating the Jamsil 
skyline, Lotte World Tower represents 
modern Seoul perhaps more than any 
other building in the city. This impressive 
skyscraper tops out at 555 meters (1,820 
feet) and is not just the highest structure 
in Korea, but also currently the 5th tallest 
building on the planet. Its design was 
inspired by Korean ceramics and writing 
brushes, and if you’re anywhere in its 
vicinity, its sure to capture your attention. 
It’s one of those rare high-rises that has 
managed to inspire awe. The top seven 
floors make up the Seoul Sky Observatory, 
which offers easily the best views in the 
city. In addition to observation platforms, 
there is a cafe, shop, lounge, and sky 
bridge linking the two halves of the build-
ing. E300, Olympic-ro, Jamsil wseoul-
sky.lotteworld.com AGeneral admission: 
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 15 Songridan-gil . . . . . . . . . . . . G5

  Restaurants ▼

 1 Ahn Joon Soo  
  Boribap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G6

 2 Bicena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

 3 Buil Galmaegi . . . . . . . . . . . D6

 4 Busan Ajimae  
  Gukbap . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G4

 5 Downtowner Burger . . . G5

 6 Hanguggye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B5

 7 Just Tendong . . . . . . . . . . . . G5

 8 Kado Sikdang . . . . . . . . . . . G4

 9 Kobachi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D4

 10 Migang Sikdang . . . . . . . . B6

 11 Paljinhyang . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G4

 12 Saemaul Sikdang . . . . . . . C5

 13 Seorae  
  Naengmyeong . . . . . . . . . . F4

  Quick Bites ▼

 1 Bontemps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G5

 2 Jackson Blvd Pizza . . . . . B5

 3 Ri� Co�ee Bar . . . . . . . . . . G5

 4 Tressed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . C5

  Hotels ▼

 1 IMT Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G4

 2 Lake Hotel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . F6

 3 Pharos Tourist Hotel . . . . C5

 4 Signiel Seoul . . . . . . . . . . . . F5

 5 Sofitel Ambassador . . . . G4
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₩27,000; Sky Bridge Tour: ₩100,000 
mJamsil Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

HThe Museum of Photography Seoul
ART MUSEUM | Established in 2002 by 
the Hanmi Pharmaceutical’s foundation 
for arts and culture, this small museum 
on Hanmi’s 19th floor is dedicated to 
displaying the work of prominent and 
up-and-coming Korean photographers, as 
well hosting international exchanges. It 
also aims to encourage and inspire those 
who wish to pursue photography as a 
career by offering classes and training 
through its academy. Its convenient 
location next to Olympic Park makes it 
an easy place to check out, and it’s well 
worth the time of any photography aficio-
nado. EHanmi Tower, Wiryeseong-daero, 
19th fl, Jamsil P02/418–1315 wphoto-
museum.or.kr AFree CClosed Sun. 
mMonchongtoseong Station (World 
Peace Gate), Exit 2. 

Olympic Park
CITY PARK | Built for the 1988 Seoul 
Summer Games, this expansive park 
is still home to a handball gymnasium, 
a gymnastics arena, an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool, tennis courts, and a 
velodrome. It’s most impressive as a 
destination for strolling, walking, or 
cycling, however, with acres of paths 
winding through some beautiful nature. 
At the entrance you are greeted by the 
winged World Peace Gate, an impres-
sive structure designed by architect 
Kim Chung-up to promote international 
harmony and cooperation. The park 
is definitely worth an hour or two of 
your time. E424, Olympic-ro, Jamsil 
P02/410–1114 wolympicpark.kspo.
or.kr:441/ mMongchongtoseong (World 
Peace Gate) Station, Exit 1 / Olympic 
Park Station, Exit 3 and 4. 

Seokchon Lake Park
CITY PARK | This little park behind Lotte 
World Tower and Mall is a perfect spot 
to slow down and enjoy a breath of 
relatively fresh air. There are actually two 
lakes (East Seokchon Lake and West 

Seokchon Lake), both of which are ringed 
by walking and cycling paths. In spring 
the park hosts the Seokchon Lake Cherry 
Blossom Festival, which includes perfor-
mances by singing and dance groups. 
E47 Jamsil-dong, Jamsil P02/412–0190 
wenglish.visitseoul.net/nature/Seokchon-
Lake-Park_/1783 mJamsil Station, Exits 
2 and 3. 

Seoul Book Repository
STORE/MALL | Opened in 2019, this mas-
sive bookstore was put together by the 
Seoul city government in order to help 
small, independent used book shops by 
giving them a big, central space to sell 
their wares. While most of the books 
are in Korean, it’s still worth a visit if you 
have a love for books and the places 
selling them. The layout of the bookstore 
is extremely photogenic as well, so it’s 
a nice place to wander around and snap 
a few pictures. E1 Ogeum-ro, Jamsil 
P02/6951–4979 wseoulbookbogo.kr 
CClosed Mon. mJamsillaru Station, Exit 
1. 

Seoul Olympic Museum
HISTORY MUSEUM | Established to com-
memorate the 1988 Seoul Summer 
Games, the Seoul Olympic Museum 
offers a variety of exhibitions containing 
information on sports and culture. Most 
interesting are the items displayed, 
which include torches, medals, pins, 
mascots, stamps, and coins that com-
memorate the different games over the 
years. If you’re a fan of the Olympics 
or just take an interest in the history of 
international exchange, this free museum 
is worth poking your head into. E424, 
Olympic-ro, Jamsil AFree CClosed 
Mon. mMongchongtoseong Station 
(World Peace Gate), Exit 1. 

Seoul Seokchong-dong Ancient Tombs
TOMB | While the Jamsil neighborhood 
is known for ultra-modern high rises 
and shopping malls, you don’t have to 
look too far (like anywhere in Korea) to 
stumble over some serious history. The 
Seokchong-dong Ancient Tombs park is 
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home to burial mounds of leaders from 
from the Baekje dynasty (18 BCE–AD 
660). There were thought to be more 
than 300 such tombs in the area, but 
most were destroyed during develop-
ment in the 1970s. The remaining tombs 
are estimated to date back to the mid-3rd 
to late-4th centuries, and were discov-
ered along with thousands artifacts such 
as pottery, roof tiles, beads, and gold.   
E21, Garak-ro 7-gil, Jamsil wcha.go.kr 
mSeokchon Gobun, Exits 2 & 3. 

Songridan-gil
STREET | This once mainly residential area 
behind Seokchon East Lake has been 
transformed into a neighborhood of cool 
restaurants and funky cafes, drawing 
young people from across the city to 
delve into its photo-worthy deliciousness. 
While the main strip offers the most 
choices, make sure to wander into some 
of the quieter side alleys, where you just 
may stumble upon some hidden gems. 
Be prepared to wait for a table at the 

more popular places on the weekends, 
as the Songridan-gil can attract crowds.  
E23 Baekjegobun-ro 43-gil, Jamsil P 
wsongpa.go.kr mSongpa Naru Station, 
Exit 1. 

 r Restaurants
HAhn Joon Soo Boribap
1 | KOREAN | While this old-school eatery 
advertises itself as a boribap (barely 
rice) establishment, it’s most famous for 
its bossam (steamed pork) set menu. 
If you’re not in the mood for pork, you 
can also order courses of duck or kodari 
(semi-dried pollack), along with sides 
of ddeokgalbi (beef and onion patties), 
dotori mook (acorn jelly salad), and much 
more. Known for: steamed pork and 
makgeolli; rustic setting; extensive menu. 
DAverage main: ₩20,000 E8-2, Baek-
jegobun-ro, 41 gil, Jamsil P02/416–0671 
mSeokchon Station, Exit 1. 

Lotte World contains one of the world’s largest indoor theme parks.
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HBicena
4 | KOREAN | On the 81st floor of the 
Lotte World Tower, this highly lauded 
fine dining restaurant serves elegantly 
prepared contemporary Korean fare with 
sky-high views. Multi-course lunch and 
dinner menus highlight local ingredi-
ents in everything from stuffed abalone 
to dry-aged striploin, every bite better 
than the last. Known for: stylish atmos-
phere; special occasions; wine pairing. 
DAverage main: ₩175,000 ELotte World 
Tower, 300, Olympic-ro, Songpa-gu, 81st 
fl., Jamsil P02/3213–1260 wwww.lot-
tehotel.com/seoul-signiel/en/dining.html 
mJamsil Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

Buil Galmaegi
1 | KOREAN BARBECUE | Since 1984 Buil 
Galmaegi has been serving up galmae-
gisal (pork skirt meat) to hungry Jamsil 
residents, and decades later it’s still 
going strong. This is Korean barbecue in 
its purest form: hearty, unadorned, and 
deeply delicious. Known for: quality skirt 
meat; homemade side dishes; old school 
ambiance. DAverage main: ₩20,000 E4 
Samjeon-ro, 13-gil, Jamsil P02/412–1462 
mSamjeon Station, Exit 1. 

Busan Ajimae Gukbap
1 | KOREAN | This restaurant situated along 
the Bangi Matgol (Food Alley) is one of the 
few places in Seoul where you can get a 
proper bowl of dwaeji gukbap, a savory 
pork and rice soup that’s the specialty of 
Busan, South Korea’s second city. The 
broth is milky and rich, and they don’t 
skimp on the meat. Known for: Busan-style 
pork and rice soup; rich broth; deli-
cious kimchi. DAverage main: ₩10,000 
EOgeum-ro, 11 gil, 11, Jamsil P02/422–
6181 mMongchontoseong Station (World 
Peace Gate), Exits 2 and 3. 

Downtowner Burger
1 | BURGER | The Jamsil branch of this pop-
ular Seoul chain sits on a corner of the 
Songridan-gil food and cafe street. The 
burgers are made with tasty, lean patties, 

and the buns are super fresh. Known for: 
avocado burger; choice of soft drinks 
and craft beers; cheese fries. DAverage 
main: ₩15,000 EBaekjegobun-ro 45-gil, 
Jamsil P070/8868–3696 mSeokchon 
Station, Exit 2. 

Hanguggye
1 | KOREAN BARBECUE | Who says Korean 
barbecue is just about pork or beef? This 
joint takes the idea of grilled meat at your 
table and adds chicken to the equation, 
which, if you’re a fan of the bird, works 
very well. Known for: highball cocktails; 
clean, bright interior; butter chicken fried 
rice. DAverage main: ₩20,000 E10, 
Olympic-ro 8-gil, Jamsil P050/71442–
7079 mSports Complex Station, Exit 9. 

Just Tendong
1 | JAPANESE | This Japanese restaurant 
on the Songridan-gil cafe and food street 
specializes in tempura donburi (piles 
of crispy, deep-fried goodness over a 
bed of fluffy white rice). The ingredients 
include combinations of shrimp, carrots, 
peppers, eggs, seaweed, chicken, aspar-
agus, and slices of raw salmon, all served 
on wooden trays. Known for: tempura 
donburi; curated menu; quality seafood 
ingredients. DAverage main: ₩20,000 
E17-3 Baekje Gobunro, 45 gil, Jamsil 
P02/422–4515 mSongpa Naru Station, 
Exit 1. 

Kado Sikdang
1 | JAPANESE | Across from the main gate 
of Olympic Park, this little Japanese 
eatery is the perfect spot to grab lunch in 
between visits to the local sights. Their 
menu includes donkatsu (pork cutlet), 
karaage (fried chicken), and ebi (shrimp) 
set meals, as well as several different 
Japanese curry dishes. Known for: value; 
cold beer on tap; Japanese curry. DAv-
erage main: ₩12,000 E378 Olympic-ro, 
Jamsil P02/421–3525 mMongchonto-
seong Station (World Peace Gate), Exit 3. 
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HKobachi
2 | JAPANESE | The Jamsil branch of this 
upscale Japanese restaurant features 
elegant syokudo (a la carte) and teishoku 
(set menu) dishes including fresh sushi, 
pork cutlet, tempura, and sashimi rice 
bowls. Located in the basement of the 
Sofitel Ambassador hotel, Kobachi’s 
sleek, minimalist interior perfectly 
complements the delicious, yet under-
stated food. Known for: sea urchin roe 
and sashimi rice bowls; classy ambiance; 
quality sakes. DAverage main: ₩49,000 
ESofitel Ambassador, 209 Jamsil-ro, 
Basement, Jamsil P02/425–6001 wall.
accor.com mJamsil Station, Exit 10. 

HMigang Sikdang
1 | KOREAN BARBECUE | If you’re in the 
mood for some proper Korean barbe-
cue pork, look no further: this highly 
rated eatery serves grilled samgyeopsal 
(pork belly) and moksal (pork collar) like 
nobody’s business. The staff will make 
sure that your meat is grilled to perfec-
tion while you can sit back and enjoy the 
lively atmosphere. Known for: great ser-
vice; prime cuts of pork; fresh vegetable 
sides. DAverage main: ₩20,000 E122 
Baekjegobun-ro, Jamsilbon-dong, Jamsil 
P050/71470–4624 mSports Complex 
Station, Exit 2. 

Paljinhyang
2 | CHINESE | It can be hard to find 
authentic Chinese food in Seoul (Korea 
tends to feature fusion dishes like jajang-
myeon [noodles in black bean sauce], 
tangsuyuk [sweet and sour pork], and 
jjampong [spicy seafood noodle soup]), 
which is why Paljinhyang is a breath of 
fresh air. This is one of the few places in 
the city where you can get Peking Duck, 
though you should be prepared to pay 
for it. Known for: Peking Duck; elevated 
takes on Korean-Chinese food; course 
meals. DAverage main: ₩53,000 E348, 
Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/2203–9424 
mMongchontoseong Station (World 
Peace Gate), Exit 3. 

Saemaul Sikdang
1 | KOREAN BARBECUE | Baek Jong-won is 
probably Korea’s best known celebrity 
chef and restaurateur, and Saemaul is 
his barbecue chain. If you’re looking for 
very solid Korean grilled pork, you won’t 
go wrong at his Jamsil branch. Known for: 
lively atmosphere; nice cuts of pork; bul-
gogi. DAverage main: ₩25,000 EBangi 
Food Alley, 45 Baekjegobun-ro, 7 gil, 
Jamsil P02/417–0120 wnewmaul.com 
mJamsil Saenae Station, Exit 4. 

Seorae Naengmyeong
1 | KOREAN | This popular cold noodle res-
taurant in the Lotte Mall has an appropri-
ately limited menu. You’re best off order-
ing mul naengmyeon (cold noodles in ice 
water) with a side of mandu (dumplings), 
though if you’re in the mood for a hearty 
bowl of soup, try their mandu galbitang 
(beef short rib dumpling soup). Known for: 
quality broth; dumplings; short rib soup. 
DAverage main: ₩10,000 ELotte World 
Mall, 300, Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/3213–
4524 mJamsil Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

 [ Coffee and Quick Bites
Bontemps
1 | DESSERTS |”Good times” are had by 
all who order hand-twisted donuts and 
dessert-like coffee from this trendy shop 
on Songridan-gil. Choose from flavors 
like Oreo mint, tiramisu, lotus, or almond 
chocolate and multiply the sweetness 
with a caramel salted latte while you sit 
on the outdoor patio. Known for: cream 
coffee; outdoor seating; milk glaze 
donut. DAverage main: ₩6,000 E42-8 
Baekjegobun-ro 41-gil, Songpa 1(il)-dong, 
Songpa-gu, Seoul P10/8821–7769 
wwww.instagram.com/bontemps.seoul 
CClosed Mon. mSongpanaru Station, 
Exit 1. 

Jackson Blvd Pizza
2 | PIZZA | Done up in bright red and 
neon in the style of a Chicago pizzeria, 
the Jamsil branch of this Seoul chain 
will scratch your itch for American-style 
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pies. The sizes range from personal 
pies to big pizzas that can feed several 
adults. Known for: crispy crusts; classic 
pepperoni and Hawaiian; deep dish pizza. 
DAverage main: ₩35,000 E74 Jamsil-
bon-dong, Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/3432–
0717 xTake out only mSports Complex 
Station, Exit 1. 

Riff Coffee Bar
1 | CAFÉ | This cool yet friendly coffee bar 
sits two blocks away from the main strip 
of the Songridan-gil cafe street, which 
means it retains its own charms while 
eschewing the lines and crowds found 
at the area’s more well-known establish-
ments. The interior is sleek yet inviting, 
with tables and an island espresso bar 
where solo diners will feel welcome. 
Known for: espresso foam art; stylish 
interior; fresh lime mojitos. DAverage 
main: ₩6,000 E24 Baejegobun-ro, 43 gil, 
Jamsil P010/3434–5866 wwww.insta-
gram.com/riff_coffee_bar mSongpanaru 
Station, Exit 1. 

Tressed
1 | DESSERTS | Great pastries, creative 
coffee drinks, and even a few select 
cocktails are served at this hip dessert 
cafe. The clientele tends to be young and 
fashionable in a way that appears like 
they’re not even trying. Known for: cream 
pistachio latte; cannolis; strawberry cake. 
DAverage main: ₩6,000 E50 Baek-
jegobun-ro, 15 gil, Jamsil P010/3522–
1844 mJamsilsaenae Station, Exit 4. 

 hHotels
IMT Hotel
2 | HOTEL | Located between Olympic 
Park and Jamsil Station, this boutique 
hotel checks all the main boxes: it has 
comfort, convenience, and value, along 
with an English-speaking front desk. 
Pros: English is spoken; many restaurants 
nearby; good breakfast buffet. Cons: rolla-
way bed is extra; few amenities; far from 
central Seoul. DRooms from: ₩100,000 
E41-5 Bangi-dong, Songpa-gu, Jamsil 
P02/422–0661 a55 rooms XNo 

Stroll through Seoul’s Olympic Park to see a stadium built for the 1988 Summer Olympics.
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Meals mMongchontoseong (World 
Peace Gate) Station. 

Lake Hotel
2 | HOTEL | Just across the street from 
West Seokchon Lake and Lotte World 
theme park, the Lake Hotel is a solid 
place to base your stay in Jamsil. Pros: 
deep soaking bathtubs; nice lake and 
city views; on-site bar and restaurant. 
Cons: 15-minute walk from the subway 
station; building is a bit old; sauna is 
extra. DRooms from: ₩100,000 E158 
Seokchon Hosu-ro, Jamsil P02/422–
1001 wwww.hotellake.co.kr a94 rooms 
XNo Meals mJamsil Station, Exit 3. 

Pharos Tourist Hotel
2 | HOTEL | This mid-range hotel between 
Jamsil and Sports Complex subway 
stations not only offers a convenient 
location, but also clean, comfortable, and 
surprisingly spacious rooms for what you 
pay. Pros: spacious rooms; great location; 
free Wi-Fi. Cons: 15- or 20-minute walk 
from the Lotte complex; lack of ameni-
ties; breakfast is extra. DRooms from: 
₩100,000 E5 Olympic-ro, 10-gil, Jamsil 
P02/417–2700 whotelpharos.co.kr a60 
rooms XNo Meals mJamsil Saenae, 
Exit 4. 

HSigniel Seoul
4 | HOTEL | It should come as no sur-
prise that the hotel occupying the 76th to 
101st floors of Seoul’s tallest high rise is 
also one of the most luxurious in the city; 
when it comes to pampering its guests, 
Signiel pulls out all the stops, with 
gorgeous rooms, million-dollar views, 
a Champagne bar, world-class service, 
and a Michelin-star restaurant to boot.  
None of this comes cheap, of course, but 
look no further if you’re in the mood to 
treat yourself. Pros: incredibly comfort-
able beds; excellent restaurants; best 
views in the city. Cons: can get crowd-
ed; breakfast buffet lacks variety for a 
5-star hotel; hotel lounge is somewhat 
small. DRooms from: ₩997,500 ELotte 
World Tower, 300, Olympic-ro, Jamsil 
P02/3213–1000 wwww.lottehotel.com/

seoul-signiel/en.html a235 rooms XNo 
Meals mJamsil Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

Sofitel Ambassador
3 | HOTEL | A new addition to the neigh-
borhood, the Jamsil branch of this French 
brand hotel brings not only luxurious 
design, but also attentive service and an 
added dose of class and sophistication 
to the Jamsil area. Pros: sleek design; 
new facilities; great location. Cons: 
rooms a tad small for a luxury hotel; 
breakfast buffet not a great value; often 
a long wait during check-in. DRooms 
from: ₩304,000 E209 Jamsil-ro, Jamsil 
P02/2092–6000 wall.accor.com a563 
rooms XNo Meals mJamsilsaenae 
Station, Exit 8. 

 nNightlife
Bar 81
WINE BARS | Located on the 81st floor of 
the Lotte World Tower, Bar 81 delivers 
spectacular views and a sophisticated, 
upscale bar experience. They boast an 
extensive wine list and claim to have 
the largest Champagne collection in 
all of Asia. None of this comes cheap, 
of course, but it’s worth a visit if you 
desire a blast of pure class during your 
visit to the neighborhood. ELotte World 
Tower, 300, Olympic-ro, 81st fl., Jamsil 
P02/3213–1281 wlottehotel.com/seoul-
signiel/en/dining/bar-81.html mJamsil 
Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

Bonggu Beer
BARS | If you like your suds cold and 
cheap, Bonggu Beer is the place for you. 
This nationwide chain is inspired by Jap-
anese “small beer” bars, and that’s what 
you get: a super intimate interior with 
Korean beer on tap, as well as a small 
selection of imported bottles. They also 
offer simple and inexpensive anju (side 
dishes) such as French fries, sausage, 
and dried squid. E39, Olympic-ro, 32-gil, 
Jamsil P02/422–0925 mSongpanaru, 
Exit 2. 
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Conan
BARS | Head to this chilled-out, homey 
pub for quality cocktails, and a nice 
assortment of wines and beer. While the 
place is overflowing with comfort, it’s 
done with a touch of class. The owner is 
friendly, and the bar also hosts live jazz 
performances. E42-16 Baekjegobun-ro, 
7-gil, Jamsil P02/3431–6039 mJamsil-
saenae, Exit 4. 

Illu Wine
WINE BARS | This wine bar has a terrific 
bottle selection at prices that, when 
compared to other wine bars in the area, 
won’t break the bank. The gorgeous 
wooden interior is intimate and softly lit, 
making it the perfect place for a romantic 
conversation over a glass or two of vino. 
They also serve pizza, pasta, and Italian 
salads. E16 Baekjegobun-ro, 7-gil, 
Songpa-gu, Jamsil P050/7148–26026 
mSports Complex Station, Exit 9. 

Lionheart
COCKTAIL LOUNGES | A New York speakeasy 
vibe permeates this old school cocktail 
bar near Seokchon Lake, especially 
with its dark wooden bar lined with 
leather chairs, menu featuring New York 
strip steak, and a whisky library. E284 
Seokchonhosu-ro, Songpa-gu, Jamsil 
P010/2874–9080 wwww.instagram.
com/bar_lionheart mSongpanaru Station, 
Exit 1. 

Saemaeul Pocha
BARS | A great place to dive into a proper 
Korean drinking experience is this lively 
bar on Bangi Matgol (Food Alley). Like all 
pocha, food is the real star of the show, 
with menu items such as buchujeon 
(seafood chive pancake), nogari (small 
pollack), and tongmanul dalk ddongjib 
yachae bokkum (fried garlic chicken 
gizzards and vegetables). All of this is 
washed down with plenty of beer and 
soju, of course. The fact that this place is 

open 24/7 means that things can get a 
bit rowdy late at night. When the weather 
is mild, the windows open, and you can 
enjoy the buzzing street life from the 
comfort of your own table. EOgeum-ro, 
11 gil, Jamsil P02/499–2104 mMong-
chontoseong Station (World Peace Gate), 
Exit 3. 

 p Performing Arts
Charlotte Theater Seoul
THEATER | This state-of-the-art perfor-
mance space is Korea’s first theater 
dedicated exclusively to musicals. The 
design was inspired by classic European 
theaters, and despite the fact that the 
space holds 1,241 people, it manages to 
maintain an intimate feel, which means 
there’s not a bad seat in the house.  
E240, Olympic-ro, Jamsil P1644–0078 
wcharlottetheater.co.kr mJamsil Station, 
Exit 3. 

 b Shopping
Garak Market
MARKET | Seoul’s largest wholesale 
agricultural products market, set in an 
expansive complex, is also a major des-
tination for meat and seafood. This is a 
real, functioning place of commerce, and 
if you’re in the mood for meat or seafood, 
you can haggle with the vendors on the 
first floor and then take your spoils to 
restaurants situated above. While the 
experience may be a bit rough and tum-
ble, you’ll save a bit of won compared to 
other destinations in Seoul, and gain so 
much in experience. E932 Yangjae-dae-
ro, Jamsil jHead out Exit 8, cross the 
street, walk 5 blocks, and then take a 
right. P02/407–5578 mGarak Market, 
Exit 8. 
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Jamsil Saemaul Traditional Market
MARKET | This traditional street market 
offers a nice break from the high-
end, super shiny luxury shopping that 
dominates the area. The vendors sell 
fresh fruits, vegetables, seafood, and 
meat, along with dry goods, house-
ware, clothing, and many other practical 
items. There is also a lot of cooked food 
available for eating on the spot or taking 
out, such as roast chicken and barbecue 
pork, making it a popular stop for people 
heading to a baseball game at nearby 
Jamsil Stadium. ESeochonhosu-ro, 12 
gil, Jamsil PmJamsilsaenae Station, 
Exit 3. 

Lotte Department Store
DEPARTMENT STORE | As if Lotte didn’t 
have enough of a presence in Jamsil, 
they also have a department store right 
across from their mall. This store opened 
in 1988 to coincide with the Olympic 
Games and predates the rest of the Lotte 
properties, which makes it seem a bit 
dated as a result. Don’t let the years fool 
you, though: this is a dialed-in place of 
modern commerce with luxury brands 
and everything else you would expect 
from such a mega store. The real selling 
point is the food court, which offers a 
wide range of Korean and international 
choices. If you’re in Jamsil and can’t 
decide where to eat, look no further. 
E240, Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/1577–
0001 wwww.lotte.co.kr mJamsil Station, 
Exits 3 & 4. 

Lotte World Mall
MALL | Opened in 2014, this mammoth 
shopping center includes luxury brand 
shops, a Lotte Mart, a Hi-Mart electron-
ics store, scores of restaurants, a spa, 
a movie theater, an aquarium, and a 
concert hall. It’s shiny, impressive, and 
immaculate, and it’s worth a visit just to 
stroll around and bathe in the splendor of 
hypercommercialism in action.  E300, 

Olympic-ro, Jamsil P02/3213–5000 
mJamsil Station, Exits 1 and 2. 

 aActivities
Amore Seongsu
COSMETICS | Fans of K-Beauty will enjoy a 
pampering day at Amore Seongsu, a life-
style cosmetics showroom which offers 
reservations for testing out makeup and 
taking classes from professional makeup 
artists in a beautiful garden setting. 
It’s not exactly a shopping experience, 
but rather a spa-like service that allows 
you to sample 1,800 products from 40 
brands. There’s a rooftop to enjoy in 
addition to the garden-view rooms, and 
you can order tea from O’Sulloc’s Tea 
House on the second floor. Booking a 
two-hour class means you can also take 
the products you like home. E277-52 
Seongsu-dong 2(i)-ga, Seongdong-gu, 
Seoul P02/469–8600 wwww.amore-
seongsu.com xFree, but classes can be 
booked for a fee. 

HE-Land Han River Cruise
CRUISES | Taking in the city from the Han 
River is a must-do activity when you’re 
in Seoul, and E-Land (the company that 
runs the cruises) has a quay in Jamsil 
where you can jump on a boat. They offer 
a number of different river tours, includ-
ing lunch and dinner buffet cruises, at 
affordable prices. The tours run from 40 
to 90 minutes in length. EJamsil Park, 
Jamsil 2-dong, Jamsil P02/6291–6900 
AFrom ₩16,900 mJamsil Saenae, Exit 
6. 

HKBO Baseball at Jamsil Stadium
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL | Jamsil Stadium is 
the home field for two of Seoul’s pro-
fessional baseball teams: the LG Twins 
and the Doosan Bears. You don’t even 
need to be a big fan of the sport to have 
a ball at a KBO game. With cheerleaders 
stirring up spirit, songs, fried chicken, 
and plenty of cold beer, a pro baseball 
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game in Korea is an enticing combination 
of competition, spectacle, and good ol’ 
fashioned party.  E25 Olympic-ro, Seoul 
P02/2202–3834 wdoosanbears.com, 
lgtwins.com AFrom ₩15,000 mSports 
Complex Station, Exit 6. 

Seoul Sky Bridge Tour
ADVENTURE TOURS | Thrill seekers can walk 
across the 117th-floor, outdoor bridge 
connecting the two halves of the Seoul 
Sky Observatory in Lotte World Tower, 
the world’s fifth largest building. While 
securely connected to the bridge, you 
can look over the city from 541 meters 
in the air (1,775 feet). Just try not to look 
down. Book up to a month in advance 
online or on the same day at the build-
ing’s 117th floor tour information desk. 
ELotte World Tower, 300, Olympic-ro, 
Songpa-gu, Jamsil wseoulsky.lotte-
world.com/ko/facility/skyBridgeTour.do 
A₩100,000 mJamsil Station, Exits 1 
and 2. 


