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Croatia ‘forces’
Hungary to take

N more refugees

TENSIONS GROW AS EUROPE STRUGGLES TO COPE WITH THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE FLEEING
WAR AND POVERTY. BY SASA KAVIC IN BELI MANASTIR AND GERGELY SZAKACS IN BEREMEND

ROATIA said yesberday it
had “forced” Hungary o
{zke in thowsands of refu-
gees and would  continue
sending them to ifs north-
ern nesghbowr, amid deep-
ening discord and disarray
in Europe over the biggest westwards mi-
grabion in decades.

Mure than 20,000 refugees, many af them
Byriun, have streamed imlo Croslia since
Hungary on Toesday barred their rowte o
the European Union throwgh its southern
border with Serbia with a medal fence, tear
gas and waber cannon.

Warning it was losing contral, Croatian
Prime Minister Zorn Milanovic said his
country would give food, water and medical
attention, and send them on their way

There were increasingly ughy exchanges
between the two countries, reflecting the
anger amd ill-feeling between the EU's I8
meemher states over what to do with the hun-
dreds of thowsands of refupees reaching its
shares, fleeing war and poverty in the Mid-
dbe East, Africa and Asia

EU leaders are to hold & summit on
Wednesday, trying again to reach agreement
a1 haw b share gut abowt 1200000 peaple.
Even then, more are on their way, foewing
Iy the several thowsand every day owver Bal-
kans borders having reached Greece from
Turkey by boat and dinghy.

Hungary saxd more than 5000 had
crissed from Croatia by bus and train on
Friday. More were expecbed today and at
least 20 buses on the Hungarian side of the
barder lined up in the village of Beremend
whiting to pick them up.

“There was ne agreement [with Hungary|
We foroed them, by sending people up
there. We'll keep doing it” Milanovic said
in the northeasbern town of Beli Manastir,
from where many of the buses and trains
hawe been beaving for the trip to Hungary,

Hungarian saldiers are racing to build
a fence like the one on the border with
Herbia abong a stretch of the Croatian fron-
tser tosy, and have rolled ot ooils of mmor
wire. Milanovic was dismissive of the meve,
“Borders can only be closed by brute force.”
he said, “and that means killing.”

On Croatia’s  wesiern flank, 1,200
refugees have crosmed into Shwenia, like

Hungary a member of Europe’s Schengen
rone of border-free travel Crowds were
building yesterday at border crossings, kept
back by riod police who briefly fived pepper
spray late on Fridey. Police began letting
throwgh small groups.

“1 feed frustrafed, we're s tired,” said
Siha, 35, From the Syrian city of Aleppa, the
country's commeraal hub redoced in many
parts Lo rubble since the Syrian war began
i 2011, With two emall childeen, she was
waiting on a bridge in no-man's land at the
Harmica harder croesing into Slovenia

Wi beft Turkey 10 days apn. The trip was
very dangerous for the kids. [ decided o
beave Syria because 1 want my kids 1o hive a
comfortable life, to study,” Siha said

Slovenian Prime Minister Mire Cerar
saicl he woukd discuss with neighbouring
couniries the possibility of crealing a
“comidor” through the country if the influx
became too much. Hungary said it would
sendl a diplomatic protest note to Croatia

In a telephone call with his Crostian
counterpart, Hungariam FPorcign Minister
Peter Szijjarte asked why Croatia was send-
ing “thousands of unregistered immigranis"
o their border “in complete violation of
Eurepean law™, the Foreign Ministry said.

The migrants cntering Hungary  from
Croatia were being registered and sent to
reception centres near the Austrian border,
from where they woulkd likely cross o Auws-
tria and on to Germany, the Bavoured desti-
natian for the vast majority.

An aide to rightwing Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban suggesicd Budapest
may Bock Croatia’s accession 1o Ewrope’s
Schengen zane "if Croatia pats up its hands
and saye ‘Na', [ don’t want o defend the
borders".

Late on Friday, with tempers fraying,
Hungary eaid it had “seized” 8 Crostian
frain carrying migrants to the Hungaran
town of Magvarbody, disarmed the police
exeorking it and arrested the drver.

A Hungarian  government  spokesman
said the incident “raised the suspicion of a
border vinlation™

Bt & statement by the Hungarian police
westerday sald the Croatian officers were
unarmed and were escorted back o the
border. Milanovic said the Hungarians were
“just showing off.” As the palitical bicker-

ing contimeess there were yet mone remind-
ers this weekend of the dangerous journey
refugees undertake.

(Off the Greek island of Lesbos a gid
beliewed o b five years old died yesterday
and 13 ather refugees wore feancd lost over-
board after their boat sank in choppy scas,
the Greek coustguard sadd.

A secomd, exhausted growp of around 40
people reached the island in a small hoat
fodlowing a traumatic ourmey from Turkey,
having paddled through the night with their
hands across sl miles of acean afier their
crgine failed,

“When we were on the sea ... [ didn't have
any hope 1 saic: 1 am dead right now,
niohody can help me,” Mobammed Reza, 18,
said after being pulled ashore from the boat
by foreign volumeers.

Hundreds of thousands of mainly Syrian
refugees have braved the shord bud precari-
ous crossing from Turkey to Greece's east-
em idands this year, mainly in flimsy and
overcrowded inflatable boats.

Reza, whao fled from Afghanistan and left
the rest of his family in Iran, told reporters
"The water and fuel mixed wp together
and we were an the sea for about seven or
eight hours withaul any water or any food.”

Fie sakl neither the Greek nor the Turkish
copstpuand had assisted the group of men,
wamen and children, “Af that moment, we,
all of us, thought that we are useless, we are
not human.”

Greek  coasliguard  spokesman Nikos
Lagkadianos said 11 people were rescoed
fram the boat that sank and a 121h swam
ashore in the carly hours,

The girl who died was found unconscious
and was later declared dead in hospital,
Lagksdianos sasd, acding that the coast-
puard and Greek mavy were seanching for
EUTVTVOrS.

Fifteen babses and children were among
34 refugees who died when their boat cap-
glzed off the small island of Parmakonisi
last Sunday. Twentydwo others drowned
and 200 were rescued two days later trying
tir reach Kos.

Of the record 430,000 refiugees who have
macle the journey across the Mediterranean
to Europe so far this year, 309000 have
arrived via Greece, accarding to the Inlerna-
tiomal Organization for Migration.
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Struggle for

BY STEVEN SEMPLE IN KOS

M the beach b the

north-west of Kos fown,

bromzed towrisls relax on

sun boungers while wail-

ers and whitresses ferry

them  drinks. As  they

paze across the shimmer-

ing Aegean Sea the Turkish town of Bod-
rum kaks tantalisingly chose.

Moving south-east fowands the harbour,

beyond the fishing boats and restavrants

yoanreach the imposing Castle of the Knights

of 5 John. Buill in the 14ih cemury, the
fortress which adorns the entrance o the




harbour, was originally designed to keep the
Ortomean Empire at bay. Ironically, the cas-
il walls nenw prowiles shelter for humbreds
af Syrian refugees fleeing their bomelamd.

Among the rmvas of multi-coloured tents,
improvised washing lines and piles of litter,
meen, woamen and children try in vain to live
a dignified life as tourists stroll past,

One such man is Majeeh Karhokb, 40,
from the northern Syrian caty of 1dlib. A
memhber of the Greek Orthodox Church,
Mapeeh was farced to leave when Jabhat al-
Mugra took okl

“Draesh and Jabhat al-Nusra ane two faoes
af one coin,” e said disdainfully

“1 am a Chrastian and my friend, Majed, is

a Muslim,” he says pointing towards n man
hiolding a young child in his arms. “We were
neighbours and lived in happiness until...”
hie trails off, shrugging his shoulders.

“In Wit there is ane church - ane
thousand Christians, There are one million
Muslims, We all leave Syria now.”

Majech, who worked in 8 pharmacy,
was forced to beave his wife and child be-
hind in kdlib as ke felt the journey was oo
danperous. My son, Gearge, is ane year
ald,” he prowdly reveals. *1 am hoping bo get
to Germany — anywhere safe - and then |
can bring my Family over.”

O of Majech's travelling companions,
Mimstafa Abdul Latef, played a video on his

ity as tourists on loungers look on

phone of their journey on the boat from
Boclrum. "There were around 80 peope on
Lhe hoat,” the 18-year-old smiles.

The wvileo, taken 10 days previously.
clearly shows dozens of people crammed
on to a motorised rubber dinghy. There
appears to be no room to move and small
children are squeczed together on the
imside.

“It was very dangerous.” Najeeb says. “Six
bawats Jeft and only one, ours, arrived.” He
daes not know what happened to the athers

Magtafa, the only member of his fam-
ilv to have fled, is boping to join Majech
in Germany. “His mother is sick.” Majech
explains. “Cancer.” “I get 10 Germany and

A Slevenian police oficer pulls a erying
girl out of & crowd of refugess walling 1o
cross the border from Croatia
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then [ bring mum,” Mostaka says hopefully.
As tourists pass by the Syrian camp and
make their way to and from the harbour,
many stop to take photographs. The refu-
goes in their makeshift homes have beoome
a samewhad macahre founst attraction.

While meast perople are respectful, one
voung man utilises a wlife stick to indwde
himself in & phota of the refugee camp,

Naoit all tourists are 5o callows.

Sahar  Aghazadeh and Sara  Khalili
two Iranians now living in Germany and
the Netherdamds, respectively, happened
upin the Syrian refugees when visiting Kos
Town. Sahar, walking amang the temls of the
makeshift Syrian camp, chatied to people
and handed out & series of blankets

“We were helping them with food and
clthes hut yesterday they told us they were
oold at night and needed blankets”

When Sahar and Sara discovered  the
conditions these people were living in they
donated their own maney, children's chothes
and food 10 help them, Aferwards they
took 1o social media and pleaded for addi-
tmemal asd. “We have raised neary ©4,000
fromn friends and Eamily on Facehook” she
proudly revealed.

On the site they have wploaded videos
showing the hugely impressive volume of
hags that they have donated over the course
o theeir wacation.

On this, the last day of her holiday, she
humbly stated that the reason she did it was
these people necded it and were desperate,

A short distance away from the Syrian
camp, hundreds of migrants crowd around
the entrance fo the police station hoping
i be registered and granted permision b
leave the island. Estimates suggest as many
as H0000 refugees have come to Greece
this year, most of whom have arrived on
iglands such as Kog and Leshos,

Johannes Geler, 26, is & German tourist
holsdaying with his gidfriend” 1 came on
purpose friom the north of Kos. [ had b see
what was pning on here,” he revealed.

Like many tourists, Johannes felt mixed
cmations. about the refugees’ presence,
feel somehow sad, | can understand the
idems of the refugees. Eorope is rich. We
are a rich country but on the ather hand we
hawe to make sure that we have 1o dear up
this misunderstanding about, like, cvery-
body can come here,

“1 have nathing aguinst people whea
come  here because of war but these
economical refugees - that will be a prob-
lem, especially if they don’t bring the rght
skills for us”

When it came fo Syrians, whom he con-
sidered t be refugees rather than ceonamic
migrants, he was more welcoming than in
the case of others. °1 think we should help
them becawse after WWII a kit of German
peaple were refugees too, My grandma was
from Poland and she was a refupee in my
town, where | am nosa.”

At a pewellery stall & few minutes' walk
from the police station and backing on to
the ancient Agora, Helen, a local Greek
woman whi declimed 10 give her surname,
reveabsd the local economy is struggling due
to the refiges crisis,

“Everything is closing earlier as there is
nat as many people. Tourists don't like to

Conlinued on Page 31




SYEMEN
Civilians among
airstrike victims

HE Saud-ed coalilon’s
airsinkss agarst Yemen's
Shille rebeds and ther
alien hate killed 25
penga, including chilana,
in e capital Sanaa. The stikes hit
an apartmant buiidineg in e cenre
of the Ccagilal a Linesco ward
heritage =ie, kiling a famiy of nine,
said seournty and mesdical oificials,
W rean mauiral o the conlhct sl
s diwiced the courming's ssounby
f 5. One more cidlan was olled
and mone may be burnied undar
rubble. The aiher daad wene Houthi
r=bels. Yemen = fom by feracikous
lighting Dt (he Houhis and
their aliea sgaingl the memalionally
recaprised pavernmen's fonces
backsd by the Saudided coallian,

SGERMANY
for the beer

HE besr in Mowing again

&t Murich's fainlked

Ckicheriest. Mayar Dieler

Reter ingaried T fag inlo

o Tiral kieg today with bas
of s hammer and the ory of
pil 87 = '8 lapped” Some six
O WiBlom ane expecied [0 ane
n kunch far the 182nd Cktaberiest
which runs unti Swough Ccotober 4
Ter of Thousands ara iraveling o the
lzas! via Munich's main ran staton,
which has seen fioads al refugess
AIFRANG in necen] weaks, Yeslenday
hoswereer Only & lew dozen paople
had armwed there from Gemany's
southern border, Folice spo&asman
Siman Hegewald ssid “The siluation
regandng the migrants’ arival o
the rain sialicn s caim.”

#50UTH AFRICA

Pistorius release

DIUTH Alrica’s pancle favies

board has postpaned for

hwa weeks a heanng o

desde whathed Osear

F Pictorius can be mleased

earky from prison, after =g
panianced lor kiling his gidiiand
jis . The board had Been unabe
My o hinabse al ils cases an
Fricys, whean il had been dus
te et te decide T Fistoius
shiould be freed an paraks or
serve a kanger perod injail. The
Paralympic gold medalisl wes
e o be releaged on house aresl
in Auqusi after serving 10 manths
of & five-year gantencs, bul Saulh
Alrica's juslica minister bleckad his
redease and refermed the case o the
parode reviesw boand

about the fulure of Syria yesterday as part of a thres-day visit to the UK by the US Secretary of State
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‘Tn Syria,
YOU EXPOSE
yourself
to death

every day’

Caontingad Tfram Page 29

see fhese refuges camps and people
alpaping rough

°| fiesdd ity aboul Syrians b |ragis,
Iran, Pakstan.. they have no war and
thesy are desiroying founsm.”

& ghoet walk fram Helen's gial,
Irere Ciockroit and her friend Lynin
Beil, on holiday fram the northeeast of
England, walkad passed a pabiked
baach whena Syrians washad
thermnsehes and fer dothes n the
and It i sights 2uch &3 this thal
many kel paaple tear will pravan
tourists coming 1o the iskand

“\We waulkdn't hewe come i we
hadn't already bogked” kene
revealed. "The efugees haven't
bathersd us though.®

Ag the micday lempansirs
reached fis peak, a dark blue van
arived af the beachiront packed with
Deotfbes of waler which wolunican
Pareded Cail 108 quickly asesmikd
crawd. One of those waiting in line
I receive waar ig Ginan kMahmaud
Waanmg & Deige high and Dlack
framed prescnption glasses, the
daocior, also from Idib n Sy, has
Irareeliedd Shiciigh Turkey' and acioss
the: Appaan Sea with her husband
ard four chideen.

Journeing through the Syman
mauniEing, il ook Ginan and har
family Z2 days ta reach the Turkish
coasl Sha nevealad that it anly cosl
thern 31060 each o e 1aken an this
raute. In Badrum, however, it cost
signilicantly mone 1o ssoure passage
t thie Didecaness mEland

*H was $6,000 Jor my family to get
on the boat, £2,000 for each aduit,
childnen wers half pics,”

Ag their baoal gat o, howeser, it
was marcepied by the Turiosh polios
wha hawe seamingly slepped up
patrcd in e wake of e ragic death
of foddler Alan Kundi whose body
was washed up on a beach.

“Wa ware amested & Zpm and did
mol get out until Bam. We were nthe
suni and only ghsen waker = even
with childran.”

Heer huishand, wha dd not provida
his name, claimed that #he Turkosh
palce poinked guna al Tham

“Thazey did real ghaodl, Jugt 1o
temity us.”

The: Syrean war has raged dar four
yBars, 20 why had Gihan waited until
i b flee fhe couming?

*Because | love my country,” she
rapled, “I'e 8 Dealsild couniny,
peaple from all cvar The word weea
welcome. [t was sohard o leave.”

“Before the war we had a good
life. W e bafh doclors.” she aakd
pairireg & her hushand, *ive had 1o
sell everything: our car, ouF hause...
ayanyihing. It wias o danganis
in Syria = arvyore may ki you. You
expose your ife o death every day.”



