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INTRO

Ladies and gentlemen,
esteemed guests, and friends,
today we gather to celebrate
the enduring legacy of a

phenomenal woman—a literary
giant, a civil rights activist, and
a voice that resonates with
power and grace. Welcome to
"Rising Phoenix: Honoring the
Legacy of Maya Angelou.”




Early Years:

Born in 1928 in St. Louis, Missouri, Maya
Angelou's early life was marked by
challenges that would shape her resilience
and wisdom. From a tumultuous childhood
to finding her voice through the power of
words, Angelou's journey was a testament to
the strength of the human spirit.
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Praise for Maya Angelou’s

) 1 KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS

« T know that not since the days of my childhood, when people in books
were mgre-mal than the people one saw every day, have 1 found myself so
5 —James Baldwin

laughter and tears, love and hate, failures and triumphs, and
derstanding.” ¥/ —John O. Killens

GATHER TOGETHER IN MY NAME

“Gather Together in My Name is part of a select body of literature that in-
cludes The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Claude Brown’s Manchild in
the Promised Land and Ernest J. Gaines’ The Autobiography of Miss
Jane Pitman. Maya Angelou regards the world and herself with intelli-
gence and wit; she records the events of herlife with style and grace.”
% —William McPherson
Washington Post Book World

“Here the ‘caged bird’ soars, and sings in a voice as rich and funny, pas-
sionate and mellow as any writer 1 know.”
; —Shana Alexander
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"If you must look back, do so
forgivingly. If you must look
forward, do so prayerfully.
However, the wisest thing you
can do is be present in the
present. Gratefully”

(7 MAYA ANGELOU




PHOTO: JILL KREMENTZ

)F THE ACCLAIM FOR MAYA ANGELOU’S
IVE ME A COOL DRINK OF WATER

OREIDIIIE

“ .. marvelously lyrical, rhythmical poems . .."
—Library Journal

“They were written by one who is a professional artist, not a
professional protestor or do-gooder or soapbox star, and that
does make all the difference in the quality of any writer.
Good, real good.”

—Chattanooga Times

“The natural feeling that made I Know W hy the Caged Bird
Sings such a ial reminiscence gives these verses their
claim to poetry

—Kirkus Reviews

“I would need Miss Angelou’s genius with words to describe
the effects of her poetry on my emotions, Poems which one
and the same time, with flawless imagery, caress one’s sen-
sibility with black velvet sensuousness, shatter the reason of
one’s protective rationale, assault the sense and shape of
one’s reality, and delight all the nuances of one’s sense of
humor.”

——Chester Himes
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people will forget what you did, .
but people will never forget "

how you made them
feel.

- Maya Angelou




o ~
oK
lega f
*nas it eand
(‘:\"iersatlo
antity, equality, ahd it
g g7)fthe. an,
‘ds.echo ir

5 /‘




e L

-









Q'Mt 0‘@ Hﬂﬁ[\t

Right may not be expedient,
it may not be profitable,
but it will satisfy your soul.
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