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Kyle Busch dominates his way to fourth Vegas
Truck win

By Michael Manny

 Mar 4, 2023
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New manufacturer — same Rowdy. 

Kyle Busch overcame early adversity on pit road and led 84 laps to earn his fourth

career NASCAR Craftsman Truck Series Victory at Las Vegas Motor Speedway in the

Victoria’s Voice Foundation 200. 

It’s Busch’s 63rd career win in the Truck Series and first since Kyle Busch Motorsports’

switch from Toyota to Chevrolet this offseason. 

“Thank you guys, thank all the fans for coming out tonight, Rowdy nation getting loud,

it’s a lot of fun to just race in the Truck Series, I appreciate that,” Busch said to Fox

Sports’ Josh Sims. “It’s an honor to be able to come out here with KBM, my own team

and have some fun and just kind of work on our stuff.”

Busch had the dominant truck from start to finish, but the opening stage was far from

easy. Ten over-the-wall pit crews faced multiple flight delays, a plane change and

mechanical issues on the way to Las Vegas, not landing until 5:45 local time,
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according to MRN pit reporter Kim Coon. They were given an escort to the track, not

arriving until well into Stage 1, forcing teams to piecemeal crews together at first. 

Busch led the field to green and led the first eight laps, until being passed by Rev

Racing No. 2 Nick Sanchez. Rev has a technical alliance with KBM.

Sanchez’s four laps led were his first in the Truck Series. The 2022 ARCA Menards

Series champion was making just his second start at this level. 

The field slid around the track throughout the opening stage, running green until the

race’s first caution was called for Bret Holmes’ No. 32 truck on Lap 19, after spinning in

Turn 1. 

This gave way to one of the stranger pit sequences in recent memory. 

Busch came to pit road prior to his regular crew arriving but quickly had to come

back down due to a loose wheel. On that second stop, Busch had to navigate around

a wrecker that was blocking the way near his pit stall. 

Pit crews began to arrive at the track near the end of Stage 1, running from the cars

and towards their haulers to put on their fire suits and get to their pit boxes. Once the

race returned to green on Lap 25, Front Row Motorsports No. 38 driver Zane Smith was

able to quickly move to the lead and win the stage. It was Smith’s first stage win of

the season and the 20th of his career. 

Smith finished the race in second, the same as the March Vegas race last season,

which he was disqualified from due to an illegal lug nut issue. 

I was happy with our day, we had a really good Speedco Ford,” Smith said to Fox

Sports pit reporter Jamie Howe. “Happy with our stage win, got shuffled back there on

one of those late race restarts and then just kind of let Kyle get away for one and it’s

so hard to execute pit road facing him.”

Niece Motorsports No. 42 driver Carson Hocevar led the field to green to begin Stage

2. Soon after, Young’s Motorsports No. 20 driver Matt Mills spun in Turn 4 on Lap 39 to

bring out the race’s third caution for cause. Hocevar’s 19 laps led were the race’s

second-most behind Busch. 

That caution bred two more in Turn 2 and in quick succession, as Niece Motorsports

No. 45 driver Lawless Alan spun on Lap 47 and Young’s Motorsports No. 02 driver Kris

Wright wrecking on Lap 53. 

On the final stretch of a two-lap shootout to end Stage 2, a multi-truck wreck

collected TRICON Garage No. 17 driver John Hunter Nemechek, ThorSport Racing No. 13

driver Hailie Deegan and others, as Hocevar won the stage under caution.
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Busch established a substantial cushion in Stage 3 and largely never looked back.

Starting on the 68th lap, Busch led the rest of the way, outside of a brief stretch during

green-flag pit stops. 

Smith battled throughout the final stage with ThorSport Racing No. 99 driver Ben

Rhodes, who finished third. 

“Our Kubota Ford F-150 was very fast tonight,” Rhodes said to Howe. We ended up

getting some good stage points in Stage 2 and then a good finish here tonight.

Obviously, the truck’s in one piece, that’s great for my guys.”

The Truck Series takes a week off before heading to Atlanta Motor Speedway for the

Fr8 208 March 18. Coverage will be carried on Fox Sports 1, MRN and SiriusXM NASCAR

Radio.

NOTE: Post-race inspection in the Craftsman Truck Series garage is complete. There

were no issues; confirming Kyle Busch as the winner. 

RACE RESULTS
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