
By CARL McKINNEY
cmckinney@lakecityreporter.com

The rivalry between the two 
candidates for Third Circuit judge 

is escalating as the Aug. 30 elec-
tion looms. 

Incumbent Paul Bryan, on 
his campaign’s Facebook page 
and on his website, wrote that 

a “shadowy political committee” 
was spreading “half-truths and 
political spin” in an ad placed in 
area publications. 

The ad, sponsored by a group 
called Citizens for Honest 
Judges, asserts Bryan has 
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Judge’s race is heating up
Bryan, McRae at odds over ad placed 
by political group blasting incumbent.
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Race for superintendent: Similar goals, different plans

By KAYLA LOKEINSKY
klokeinsky@lakecityreporter.com

Incumbent Ter r y 
Huddleston and Lex Carswell 

and L.C. Bradley, who are 
vying to replace him as super-
intendent of schools, have 
similar goals for the district, 
but different plans on how to 

achieve them. 
All three men advocate 

raising teacher and instruc-
tional staff salaries. Teachers 
in Columbia County are the 
third lowest-paid in the state, 
earning an average of $40,397 
annually. This is nearly $8,000 
less than salaries for teach-

ers in neighboring Suwannee 
County. 

Bradley says if elected, he 
will lobby for state legisla-
tors to allocate more funds to 
the district to raise the aver-
age salary for teachers and 

SCHOOLS    continued on 2A

Candidates agree on boosting teacher 
salaries, improving tech education.

CarswellBradley Huddleston

By KAYLA LOKEINSKY
klokeinsky@lakecityreporter.com

A Tourist Development Council 
employee plans to sue the county 
commission based in part on a June 
12 story in the Lake City Reporter. 

An attorney 
for TDC Sports 
Marketing Director 
Kelly Lowrey sent 
formal notice to the 
board of Lowrey’s 
intent to sue for 
libel, slander, defa-
mation of character 
and infliction of emotional distress. 

The document was made public 
on Friday. According to the July 
29 letter from attorney Marie A. 
Mattox, Lowrey will pursue legal 
action because of TDC Executive 
Director Paula Vann’s claims that he 
was responsible for a $3 million loss 
in tournament revenue.

The claim, which Lowrey says is 
false, appeared in the June 12 edition 

Lowrey 
plans  
to sue 
county

 LOWREY    continued on 3A

TDC staffer claims he 
was libeled, defamed 
by agency’s director.

Lowrey

SNEAK PEEK

ABOVE: The brass section of the Columbia High 
School Marching Band steps in unison Saturday 
during a special “pre-show” on the practice fields 
behind Tiger Stadium. The event was designed to 
demonstrate what band members learned during the 
past two weeks of band camp. The band premiered 
its patriotic-themed competitive show, “Heroes Fallen, 
But Not Forgotten.” Members also played “The Star-
Spangled Banner” and the school’s rousing fight song.

Photos by NICK ROLLISON/Lake City Reporter

Sopho- 
more 
Jacob 
Price 
examines 
his sheet 
music as 
the band 
rehearses 
on the 
practice 
fields 
behind 
Tiger 
Stadium.

New Columbia High School band director Jay Miller speaks to parents 
late Saturday morning before the “pre-show” begins.  

‘Pre-show’ offers a glimpse of CHS 
Marching Band’s new routines.
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How would you like to 
be in a city that 
receives over 60 
consecutive days of 
100 degree heat?  
Well, the citizens of 
Phoenix, Ariz. suffered 
through the 62nd day 
of plus 100 degree 
heat on this date in 
1989.  Ironically, on 
the same day, 40 other 
national cities reported 
record lows.
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Scripture of the day

I go to nature to be soothed and healed, and to 
have my senses put in order.

— John Burroughs  (1837-1921), American 
naturalist and essayist. His complete works fill 23 
volumes, including a biography of John James 
Audubon.

“Thy word is true from the beginning: and every 
one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever”   
(Psalm 119:160, KJV). 

Thought for today

Winning lottery numbers

QUICK HITS

To our readers
• ERRORS: The Lake City Reporter corrects errors of fact 
in news items. If you have a concern, call the editor. 
•  SUBMISSIONS:  Send your announcements to erans-
burg@lakecityreporter.com or U.S. mail to Eleanor Rans-
burg, c/o Lake City Reporter, 180 E. Duval St., Lake City, FL 
32055. Fax items to 752-9400. For more information, call 
754-0424.

Cash 3: (Saturday) 5-9-5
Play 4: (Saturday) 3-9-6-7
Fantasy 5: (Friday) 1-9-13-28-36
Florida Lotto: (Wednesday) 9-12-24-27-50-52-x2
Powerball: (Wednesday) 9-11-27-66-67-2-x3

been investigated for ethics violations, 
accused of forging his business part-
ner’s signature and filed for bankruptcy. 
Citizens for Honest Judges filed for 
incorporation in June and lists Lake City 
resident Christy Weaver as its manager. 

Bryan’s statement didn’t directly 
accuse his opponent, T. Bradley McRae, 
of being involved but did state it would 
be unethical for a judicial candidate to 
use a “non-affiliated political committee” 
to misrepresent facts about an opponent. 

Bryan defended himself in a phone 
interview, saying the state’s Judicial 
Qualifications Commission found no 
probable cause to investigate him for eth-
ics violations. He filed for a “restructur-
ing,” rather than a bankruptcy, he added, 
and denied any allegations of forgery. 

“When you don’t tell people the whole 
story, that’s misleading,” he said. “You’re 
not to mislead your opponent.”

McRae said he wasn’t behind the 
advertisement, despite the implications 
of Bryan’s statement. 

“I have nothing to do with any third-par-
ty political group,” he said. “Period.”

It was an attempt to paint him as an 
unethical candidate, he added. 

“It essentially says that I brought 
North Florida politics to a new low,” he 
said. “I texted him and asked him to take 
it down.”

Bryan’s post asserted the ad was “a 
violation of at least the spirit of judicial 
ethics.”

“I trust the citizens of the Third Circuit 
will draw their own conclusions about this 
behavior,” Bryan wrote.

McRae responded with a post on his 
campaign’s Facebook page. 

“Some people will say just about any-
thing to get re-elected,” he wrote. “They 
will make false statements and accusa-
tions.”

In a phone interview, McRae elaborat-
ed on his position.

“Associating myself or my campaign as 
being unethical is a very serious allega-
tion,” he said. “And one that I do not take 
kindly or lightly to.”

Neither candidate would firmly state 
whether they believed the other to be in 
violation of judicial ethics, saying they had 
to themselves be careful of what they claim. 

McRae said if Bryan wanted to know 
who was behind the advertisement, he 
should question his former business part-
ners. 

One of them, Daniel Dukes, is current-
ly engaged in a lawsuit against Bryan. 

Dukes said he wasn’t involved in the 
group that sponsored the ad, but he 
would like to know who they are.

“Because I’m trying to get with them,” 
he said. 

Dukes, Bryan and a third man, William 
Woodington, were originally equal part-
ners in the BWD Land Trust, according 
to court documents. 

Another Third Circuit judge, Andrew 
Decker, faces sanctions partially due to 
his representation of BWD while he was 
an attorney. 

Decker faces charges from the JQC 
relating to his failure to disclose conflicts 
of interest to clients whose cases Bryan 
oversaw. Decker faces possible removal 
from office. 

Though the JQC was only charged with 
investigating Decker, it took an opportu-
nity to criticize Bryan for his failure to 
disclose conflict of interest as well. 

“We would be remiss if we did not men-
tion that we were deeply troubled during 
the trial by the conduct of Circuit Judge 
Paul Bryan,” the JQC wrote in a March 
2015 document. “We received testimo-
nies concerning obvious conflict of inter-
est issues involving Judge Bryan and 
then-attorney Decker. During that time, 
several court matters were scheduled in 
front of Judge Bryan with Mr. Decker 
appearing as counsel. Judge Bryan failed 
to disclose any conflict of interest to par-
ties who appeared before him. However, 
this panel was not charged with address-
ing this matter and therefore shall not 
comment further.”

Dukes said Bryan and Decker con-
spired with each other at the cost of the 
other BWD partners. 

His lawsuit alleges Woodington exe-
cuted a deed in 2012, giving Bryan a 
controlling interest in the trust, though it 
lacked his signature. 

It was a mistake on Woodington’s part, 
the complaint states, but it might have 
been induced by Bryan. 

Dukes also accused Bryan of forging 
his signature on documents for a loan to 
purchase land in Hamilton County. 

“Paul sure ain’t telling the whole story,” 
he said. 

JUDGE 
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non-administrative employ-
ees, and he plans to consoli-
date district administration. 

Huddleston believes that 
improving the financial sta-
bility of the district overall 
will leave more room in the 
budget for increasing teach-
er salaries.

“You cannot do anything 
without financial stability,” 
Huddleston said. “We need 
to give teachers and employ-
ees raises. We have to stay 
competitive with the sur-
rounding districts.”  

If elected, Carswell says 
he will freeze all administra-
tive salaries and freeze hir-
ing completely on day one 
in order to close the pay gap 
between administrative and 
non-administrative employ-
ees. 

“We want our employ-
ees in the trenches to 
catch up with adminis-
trators,” Carswell said. 
“Administrators are great, 
and they deserve as much 
money as they can, but I do 
believe we need to freeze 
administrative salaries 

short-term until we can 
catch up with the teachers 
and staff.” 

As for what’s going on 
inside the classrooms, the 
three candidates have differ-
ent ideas on what will make 
the students prosper and 
prepare for the future. 

Bradley wants to create an 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Program for the dis-
trict. The IB program is a 
more rigorous version of the 
Advanced Placement pro-
gram, and is geared toward 
helping students prepare for 
a college-level education. 
He also hopes to create an 
apprentice program with 
the vocational schools in the 
area. 

Carswell wants to imple-
ment a First Job Program at 
the high schools. He hopes 
to have every ninth-grad-
er take a pre-employment 
work maturity class, and 
work with community mem-
bers to teach students about 
having a job. 

“You can’t talk about a 
career until they know what 
a job is,” Carswell said. 

Carswell also wants to 
create a well-rounded career 
and tech education program. 

“I think career and tech 
[education] are the life 
and blood of our school,” 
Carswell said “But I think 
the bell cow might be the 
robotics program. Those 
programs are fancy, they 
catch a lot of people’s atten-
tion and they do a lot of 
great things for a lot of 
great students. But your 
career and tech ed on the 
other end of the spectrum, 
your CNAs, your culinary 
arts, those things are just 
as vitally important to our 
district.”

Huddleston plans to put 
more emphasis on robotics 
in elementary school and 
create other tech programs 
if re-elected.  

“This year my goal is to 
go K-3 with Lego robotics,” 
Huddleston said. “I would 
just be so thrilled to see 
what that looks like. That 
would be the coolest thing 
to me.”

He also hopes to create 
a veterinary assistant pro-
gram at Fort White High 
School and a hospitality 
academy for students inter-
ested in working in tourism 
and culinary arts. 

The candidates all also 

spoke of the importance of 
improving school safety.

Bradley wants to create a 
more thorough Emergency 
Action Plan for the dis-
trict, and work with coun-
ty emergency manage-
ment and the community 
to come up with the best 
plan to keep students safe. 
His plan gives guidelines 
for dealing with intruders, 
active shooters and inclem-
ent weather, and he plans 
to do routine drills for all 
these situations. 

“You can never be too 
safe,” Bradley said. 

If elected, Carswell plans 
to eventually make all 
schools single-entry point 
facilities so that anyone who 
tries to come on campus is 
funneled through the front 
door. 

Huddleston plans to 
make sure all schools have 
working security cameras 
throughout campus, espe-
cially at the front office and 
entry points. He also wants 
to implement a student-ID 
system for all grade levels 
that is compatible with the 
school buses, so students 
will scan their IDs when get-
ting on and off the bus. 

SCHOOLS
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From staff reports

Flea Across Florida 
will be held Sept. 9-10 
along U.S. 90. 

The semi-annual flea 
market and yard sale 
extravaganza stretches 
for hundreds of miles 
across the state — from 
Macclenny to Pensacola. 

Touted as the longest 
open market, the event 
draws thousands of bar-
gain hunters to shops, 
yard sales and flea mar-
kets in cities and towns 
along the highway. 

Shoppers will find a 
wide variety of merchan-
dise, jewelry, collectibles, 
art,  antiques, furniture, 

clothes and handmade 
crafts. 

Participation in the 
event is voluntary, and 
signing up is free. Last 
spring’s event included 
more than 100 antique 
shops, flea markets, nov-
elty shops and other mer-
chants. Many individual 
residents holding yard 
sales also participate in 
the event..An interactive 
Google map that details 
each participant. 

For more information 
about Flea Across Florida 
and to check out the 
interactive map of sale 
sites, visit online at www.
thefleaacrossflorida.com.

Flea Across Florida slated

From staff reports

Garrett Register of 
the Lake City Police 
Department has been 
appointed to the Criminal 
Investigations Division.

The appointment was 
announced by LCPD Chief 
Argatha Gilmore. 

Register, who earned 
an associate’s degree 
at Santa Fe College, has 
been with the department 
since February 2011. He 
has worked in the Patrol 
Division and spent time 
training to assist with crime 
scene investigation and evi-

dence col-
lection. 

In his 
new posi-
tion, he 
will investi-
gate  a vari-
ety of inci-

dents ranging from fraud to 
homicide.

“We are pleased to 
bring a new investigator 
into CID,” Gilmore said in 
a news release. “I believe 
Investigator Register will 
be able to aptly apply his 
skills to help solve crimes 
reported to us in a thor-
ough and timely manner.”

LCPD chief appoints officer 
to investigation division 

Register
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