
By KAYLA LOKEINSKY
klokeinsky@lakecityreporter.com

I T ISN’T OFTEN that 
federally-funded food 
programs are associated 

with fresh, local produce. 
However, with the Florida 

Department of Health WIC 
Program’s newly-established 
farmers market in Columbia 
County, families on WIC gov-
ernment assistance will have 
access to fresh fruits and 
vegetables from local farms. 

The FDOH’s Women, 
Infants and Children 
Program is a federally-fund-
ed nutrition program that 
provides healthy foods and 
nutrition education at no 
cost to low-income families. 

The Columbia County 
Health Department has 
partnered with the Alachua 
County WIC Program to 
start a farmers market nutri-
tional program. 

“We want to educate peo-
ple to eat healthy and eat 
fresh fruits and vegetables,” 
said Candi Morris, the ven-
dor manager for the Alachua 
County WIC Program. “We 
wanted to bring the people 
out here and show them that 
they can eat healthy.”

This is the first year that 
farmers market vouchers 
are being given out in 
Columbia County by the 
WIC Program. 

“We wanted to give 
WIC clients that fresh 
food option,” said Mark 
Lander, the administrator 
for Columbia and Hamilton 
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Today

Columbia High  
Top Talent

The 12th annual Columbia 
High Top Talent Show 
begins at 7 p.m. today, with  
special performances by the 
CHS Tigerettes, the Fancy 
Dancers, Alexis Branscome 
and the R twinz. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. Tickets are $3 for 
students and $5 for adults in 
advance and $5 for students 
and $7 for adults at the door.

Saturday
’50s sock hop

The American Legion Post 
57 will host a ’50s sock hop 
Saturday at the post, 2602 
SW Main Blvd. in Lake City. 
Sliders, fries and floats at ’50s 
prices will be served from 
5:30 to 7 p.m. Music will be 
provided by Helen from 6 
to 10 p.m. There will be con-
tests for dancing, hula hoop 
and best ’50s costume. There 
will also be a 50/50 raffle and 
a cake auction to raise funds 
for the Brenda McDiarmid 
scholarship fund. The cost is 
$10 per person. 

Master Gardeners  
Plant Sale & Festival

The Master Gardeners 
of Columbia County will 
hold its 13th annual Plant 
Sale and Festival from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday 
in the large banquet hall 
at the Columbia County 
Fairgrounds. Admission is 
free. Call 752-5384.

Corporate Cup
The Corporate Cup, a 

new initiative that promotes 
fitness in the workplace 
starts at 9 a.m. Saturday 
at Columbia High School. 
Sponsored by Altrusa, the 
event is part of Get Fit Lake 
City. Teams from local busi-
nesses will compete in 10 
contests including tug of 
war, dodge ball and a corn 
hole challenge. The pub-
lic is invited to tailgate at 
CHS and cheer on a favorite 
team. Visit www.getfitlake 
city.com. 

Princess Party at FGC
Florida Gateway College 

will host a “Princess Party” 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday for girls ages 3 to 
10. Participants will receive 
a new hairstyle (updo), a 
little makeup and fingernail 
polish, along with a tiara and 
a wand. They will also have 
their photos taken. The cost 
is $20 in advance and $25 
at the door. Appoinbtments 
are encouraged. For more 
information, call 752-9313.

For details on other events, 
see Pages 2A and 5A in 
today’s edition.

By CARL McKINNEY
cmckinney@lakecityreporter.com

The county pulled the plug 

on its contract with Lifeguard 
Ambulance Services during a 
Thursday night meeting. 

With a 4-1 vote, the Columbia 

County Commission chose 
Jacksonville-based Centur y 
Ambulance as its emergency med-
ical services provider. 

Commissioner Rusty DePratter 
dissented.

Within two hours after the 
meeting, Lifeguard sent out a 

statement saying it would immedi-
ately pursue a lawsuit against the 
county regarding what it contends 
was an unfair bidding process. 

A county advisory committee 
ranked Century its top choice 

Lifeguard: ‘We’ll sue’
Ambulance service threatens legal action 
after county gives EMS contract to Century.

 EMS    continued on 2A

Fort White 
man faces 
child porn 
charges

By NICK ROLLISON
nrollison@lakecityreporter.com

A Fort White man sus-
pected of downloading 
child pornography in 2015 
is in jail after doing it again, 
according to a sheriff’s 
report. 

Leon Howard Wood, 68, was arrested 
Tuesday and remains jailed on $35,000 bond.

 ARREST    continued on 2A

CCSO: Leon Howard 
Wood, 68, remains jailed 
with bond set at $35,000. 

Gwen Graham 
says she’ll give 
up House seat

By BRENDAN FARRINGTON
AP Political Writer

TALLAHASSEE — The 
daughter of former senator 
and governor Bob Graham 
will leave Congress next 
year and consider trying to 
follow her father’s footsteps into the gover-
nor’s mansion.

Democratic Rep. Gwen Graham of 
Tallahassee announced Thursday that she 

 GRAHAM     continued on 3A

Tallahassee Dem considers 
entering race for governor.

Reporter’s controller to retire after 46 years

By SAM BURROUGHS
sburroughs@lakecityreporter.com 

Sue Brannon means it when 

she speaks in 
reverence of her 
workplace.

Brannon, the 
Lake City Reporter 
controller, is retir-
ing from the news-
paper after 46 

years of work. A celebration will 

be held on Wednesday at the Lake 
City Reporter to commemorate 
Brannon’s time at the newspaper. 

Looking forward, Brannon said 
she is very excited about her 
future. 

“Anything I want to do, whenever 
I want to,” is how Brannon describes 
her upcoming retirement.  

Brannon, who began work at 
the Lake City Reporter as a recep-
tionist in 1970, has been a witness 
to great changes that came in 
waves for people and technology. 

Her recollection of it all sounds 
like it came straight from an Orson 

 BRANNON    continued on 3A

Sue Brannon: ‘I have 
so many things to 
do it’s ridiculous.’
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Wood

Brannon

Back-to-back 
titles for CHS
See Page 1B

SPORTS

Lady Indians 
fall in playoffs
See Page 1B

SPORTS

FAITH & VALUES 
Gary King: Christians are  

challenged to trust God in spite 
of constant ridicule, 5A.

FAITH & VALUES 
Robert Bass: The Lord God,  

in His sovereignty, is free  
to choose whom He wills, 5A.
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Lisa Bradley (left) shops for produce sold by Marion Hope 
from Triple J Farms on Thursday during a visit to the new 
farmers market offered by the Columbia County Health 
Department/ WIC Program. The program encourages 
families to buy fresh produce and eat healthier. 

DOH farmers market 
designed to encourage 
low-income families  
to eat healthier.

IF YOU GO 
 • WHAT: Farmers Market Nutritional Program.
• WHEN: Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
• WHERE: Florida Department of Health in Columbia 
County (217 NE Franklin St. in Lake City)
• DETAILS: The farmers market is free and open to 
the public. You do not have to be a part of the WIC 
program to visit.
• INFO: 758-1068 or columbia.floridahealth.gov. 

 FRESH    continued on 3A



wouldn’t run for re-elec-
tion — a move that’s been 
widely predicted since 
her congressional district 
was redrawn, splitting her 
home county in half. Her 
district, which includes 
the northern portion of 
Columbia County, is now 
firmly Republican.

Graham cited the new 
district in a video announce-
ment, blaming politicians, 
lobbyists and courts for 
making it more partisan. 
“Our state government is 
just dysfunctional, and this 
causes me to rethink how 
I can best serve the peo-
ple of north Florida and our 

state. I’m seriously consid-
ering running for governor 
in 2018.”

She said she will serve 
the remainder of her term 
and then consider the run. 

Graham is one of more 
than 40 House members 
who have decided not to 
seek re-election. 

Her father served two 
terms as governor, ending 
in 1987 when he began the 
first of three terms in the 
Senate. 

She has continued to raise 
money and has nearly $1.8 
million in her House cam-
paign account that she can 
give to the state Democratic 
Party or an independent 
political committee that 
could help her run for gov-
ernor.
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Welles’ film: men chewing 
on cigars, business people 
coming in from New York 
City, big press machines, 
waxy paper and hand-past-
ing copy.

“It’s like night and day,” 
she said. “When I started 
working here, we still had 
hot type. We had our own 
press here at the time. There 
were no computers, and 
everything was through the 
(news service) wire.”

She can still hear the rum-
ble of the old press. She can 
still see the huge computers 
in the early days of electron-
ics. She can reimagine the 
morning hustle before the 
paper was delivered back 
when the Reporter was an 
afternoon paper and hit the 
streets during lunch time. 

Her passion for the paper 
has come partly from the 
unpredictability of the pro-
fession. The other part has 
come from the community. 

“I truly believe that the 
newspaper is the voice of the 

community and the voice of 
the little people,” she said. “I 
could not have worked here 
as long as I have if I didn’t 
believe it.”

Lake City Reporter 
Publisher Todd Wilson said 
things won’t be the same 
without Brannon.

“Sue’s retirement marks 
the end of an era at the Lake 
City Reporter, and we salute 
her service to our company,” 
Wilson said. “Sue has seen 
a lot of changes through 
the decades, and she has 
excelled in a lot of roles in 
our organization, including 
being the interim publisher 
at least twice. What sets her 
apart above all other things 
is her love of this communi-
ty. Sue was born, raised and 
educated in Lake City, and 

she loves our town as much 
or more than anyone. She is 
passionate about what’s best 
for Columbia County, and 
she has always been eager to 
give back to Lake City when-
ever possible. She leaves us 
with a great example.”

Every day has been excit-
ing, according to Brannon.

She’s been the office jack-
of-all-trades. She had a three-
year stint in advertising sales, 
worked on the classified desk 
and aided with the printing 
process back when the task 
was something physical.

Brannon has always been 
seen volunteering at the 
many community events 
co-sponsored by the newspa-
per or as an Altrusan. She is a 
longtime member of the Lake 
City Altrusa Club and is a past 

president of the organization.
Brannon is now looking 

forward to the open road. 
She has a bucket list of sce-
nic highways, and she said 
there is so much of the coun-
try she hasn’t seen yet. 

“I have so many things to 
do it’s just ridiculous,” she 
said. “I love the outdoors. I 
want to finish off my list of 
visiting national parks and 
state parks, spend a bunch 
of time fishing with my sons 
and grandson … and spend 
a lot of quality time with my 
family and girlfriends.”

“Family” includes hus-
band George, whom she met 
on the job. In June, they cele-
brate their 40th anniversary.

She’s excited to finally be 
able to tackle that closet that 
needs reorganizing and take 
long trips out of town, per-
haps out West, with her fam-
ily. Underneath the excite-
ment, the pride she takes in 
her work is unwavering. 

“The most important thing 
the newspaper can do is tell 
the stories of the communi-
ty,” Brannon said. “I think 
I’ve been lucky being a part 
of a small paper.”

BRANNON
Continued From 1A

County health depart-
ments. “Healthy food is 
so important for our cli-
ents.” 

The farmers market will 
be open every Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
in the parking lot of the 
Columbia County Health 
Department. 

Those receiving 
support from the WIC 
Program are encouraged 
to get their vouchers 
from the health depart-
ment and use them to get 
fresh produce from local 
farmers. 

The farmers market is 
also open to the public, 
allowing anyone inter-
ested in supporting local 
businesses or getting 
fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles to participate. 

“I’m so glad I could 
come here instead of 
going to the grocery 
store,” said Vicki Crews 
after shopping at the farm-
ers market on its opening 
day Thursday. “I would be 
much happier to support 
local business.” 

The WIC Program is 
hopeful that the farm-

ers market will not only 
benefit their clients by 
giving them the option of 
obtaining fresh fruits and 
vegetables for their fami-
lies, but also benefit local 
farmers and businesses by 
giving them a chance to 
showcase their products 
to the public. 

“We want to promote 
healthy eating, and we 
want to promote local 

farmers,” Morris said. 
“We’ve been wanting to do 
this for years. It benefits 
everybody.” 

For more information 
on the WIC Program or 
the farmers market, con-
tact the Columbia County 
Health Department at 758-
1068. You may also visit 
the agency’s website at  
columbia.floridahealth.
gov.

FRESH
Continued From 1A

Shawn 
Cartwright 
(left), wife 
Candice 
and their 
baby boy,  
Vincent, 
buy fresh 
fruit 
Thursday 
from ven-
dor Marion 
Hope at 
FDOH’s WIC 
Program 
farmers 
market. The 
market will 
be open 
Thursdays 
from  
10 a.m.  
to 2 p.m.

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION 
• WHAT: Sue Brannon’s Retirement Celebration. 
• WHEN: 4 to 6 p.m. Wednesday, with a special 
presentation at 5:15 p.m.
• WHERE: Lake City Reporter, 180 E. Duval St.
• DETAILS: Open to the public. Cocktails and re-
freshments to be served.

KAYLA LOKEINSKY/Lake City Reporter

Associated Press

CHANHASSEN, Minn. 
— Prince, the talented and 
charismatic singer, song-
writer, arranger and instru-
mentalist who created a 
gender- and genre-defying 
blend of rock, funk and 
soul, died Thursday at his 
home. He was 57.

The Minneapolis native  
was found dead in his home, 
and the cause of death is 
under investigation.

The musician stood just 5 
feet, 2 inches tall yet made 
a powerful visual impact 

at the 
dawn of 
the MTV 
era, prov-
ing to be 
the Little 
R i c h a r d 
for the 

’80s. His openly erotic lyrics 
made him one of the most 
sexually daring artists of 
the era. 

With hits such as “1999,” 
‘’Purple Rain” and “Little 
Red Corvette,” he sold 
more than 100 million cop-
ies and earned Grammys 
and an Academy Award.

Singer, songwriter Prince 
found dead in his home

Prince


	A01-LCR-042216
	A03-LCR-042216

