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SPRING TRAINING

Tim Tebow gets 1st hit for Mets, singles vs Marlins 
By BILL WHITEHEAD 
Associated Press

PORT ST. LUCIE  — Tim Tebow has 
gotten his first hit for the New York 
Mets.

The former NFL quarterback singled 
Monday in an exhibition game against 
Miami Marlins left-hander Kyle Lobstein.

Tebow was hitless in his first eight 
at-bats in spring training before his oppo-
site-field single on a 2-2 pitch leading off 
the bottom of the fifth inning. He was 
then erased on a double-play grounder.

Playing left field, the former Heisman 
Trophy winner made a head-first diving 
catch in the second inning to rob Justin 
Bour of a hit.

Tebow batted eighth, and his appear-
ance in the lineup was a surprise. On 
Friday, manager Terry Collins said there 
were no plans to bring back the 29-year-
old Tebow after his second start.

But the Mets needed players because 
of the World Baseball Classic and mul-
tiple split-squad games and decided to 
have Tebow join them from their minor 
league camp. COURTESY
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Former UF football star finally ends hitless streak 

WINTER SPORTS

FILE

Sophmore Kacey Carter has emerged as one of the best lifters around the state.

NO PAIN NO GAIN
Kacey Carter wins LCR girls weightlifter of the year

By KAYLA LOKEINSKY
klokeinsky@lakecityreporter.com

FORT WHITE – She 
can bench over 200 
pounds, is a reigning 
weightlifting state cham-
pion, and she’s only a 
sophomore. With mental 
and physical strength and 
the title to match, Kacey 
Carter is the Lake City 
Reporter’s Fort White 
Girls Weightlifting Player 
of the Year. 

Carter made history this 
past weightlifting season, 
earning Fort White’s first 
ever girls weightlifting 
state title and the school’s 
first state title in girls 
sports. However, while 
lifting at the state meet 
in Ocala last month, she 
wasn’t sure if she would 
walk away with the title. 

“I knew I had a chance, 
but when I won it I was 
pretty surprised because I 
wasn’t doing as well as I’d 
hoped with bench,” Carter 
said. 

Carter benched a 215 
and had a clean-and-jerk of 
205, which allowed her to 
clinch the state title. 

This was Carter’s sec-
ond trip to states in two 
years. She finished in 
second place during her 
freshman year, and this 
year she was able to take 
that first place win. 

Carter decided to try 
weightlifting after a for-
mer softball teammate 

persuaded her to try out. 
Although she had lifted 
weights before, she had 
never done so competitive-
ly. Even she had no idea 
how talented she would 
become in the sport. 

“I really didn’t expect 
it,” Carter said. “I didn’t 
even think I would be that 
strong.” 

Fort White girls weight-
lifting coach Dan Marsee 
said he knew from the 
beginning that Carter 
would shine on the plat-
form. 

“She had a lot of natural 
talent and a lot of poten-
tial,” Marsee said. “We got 
her in eighth grade and 
we knew she was going to 
be special.” 

Carter helped lead the 
Lady Indians to a district 
and regional champion-
ship the past two seasons. 
Since her premiere at the 
state meet in 2016, she has 

improved, jumping from a 
190 to a 215 bench press 
and from a 180 to a 205 
clean-and-jerk. 

Her increase in strength 
is attributed to the hours 
of work she puts into her 
training, during both the 
regular and off seasons. 

“She puts a lot of time 
and effort in year-around,” 
Marsee said. “She has a 
lot of passion and drive 
and it shows on the plat-
form.” 

Carter’s father, Ed 
Carter, also credits his 
daughter’s teammates and 
coaches for her success in 
the sport. 

“She’s surrounded by a 
group of girls who really 
push her hard and who 
do a great job,” Ed Carter 
said. 

Ed Carter said he is not 
only proud of his daugh-
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Fort White’s Kacey Carter poses with her first-place 
medal after winning the school’s first girls state title.

CARTER continued on 2B

NASCAR

Busch-Logano brawl brings buzz to the Cup 
By MIKE CRANSTON
Associated Press

LAS VEGAS  — The 
introduction of stage racing 
has so far provided the 
intended effect of spic-
ing up the NASCAR Cup 

Series.
But nothing beats a good 

old-fashioned brawl to get 
everyone buzzing.

Martin Truex Jr. 
wasn’t immune. After 
taking advantage of Brad 
Keselowski’s mechan-

ical issues to sweep all 
three segments and take 
Sunday’s race at Las Vegas 
Motor Speedway, Truex 
came into the media center 
and was asked about the 
Kyle Busch-Joey Logano 
pit-road brawl.

“Who won?” Truex 
asked reporters.

Told that Busch ended 
up with a bloody forehead, 
Truex wanted details.

“Haymaker swings?” 

COURTESY

Kicking and screaming
The 12U CYSA rec team, ThunderSquad, recently took first-place in its group for winter season and post-
ed an undefeated (7-0) record. Pictured are Kiera Tracy (front row, from left), Ansley Williams, Ethan Revis, 
Bergen Cobb, Abraham Ayon, Jonathan Pineda, Landan Boyette. Bryer Carrico (back row, from left), Kasandra 
Brantley, Morgan Cranford, Noah Rosell, Dalton Carwile, Connor Bass, Allison Matsubara.

NASCAR continued on 2B

COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Florida says its popular pick 
to get upset in NCAA tourney 
By MARK LONG
Associated Press

GAINESVILLE — Although Florida is a top-four seed 
playing two hours from home, the Gators feel like an 
underdog heading into the NCAA Tournament.

Coach Mike White even acknowledged Monday that 
his team is a popular pick to get upset in the opening 
round of March Madness.

“Everybody’s saying it,” White said.
There might be reason to believe it.
Florida (24-8), which fell three spots to No. 20 in the 

final Associated Press college basketball poll of the 
season, has lost three of its last four games and hasn’t 
figured out how to play without center John Egbunu. 
Senior Kasey Hill looks lost at times and has more 
turnovers (19) than assists (13) in the six games since 
Egbunu’s season-ending knee injury. Fellow guard 
Canyon Barry has scored seven or fewer points in four 
of those games, including two scoreless outings. Devin 
Robinson, who reached double digits in 12 of Florida’s 
first 14 games this season, has become wildly inconsis-
tent on that end of the floor.

And Justin Leon and Kevarrius Hayes, guys expected 
to fill Egbunu’s role inside, have been barely noticeable 
of late.

So the fourth-seeded Gators might just be vulnerable 
when they step on the floor against 13th-seeded Eastern 
Tennessee State (27-7) in Orlando on Thursday.

“I hope It helps our guys,” White said. “It doesn’t both-
er me at all. I don’t care. If I were in the same position ... 
I might pick the same thing. They’re really good and 13s 
have upset 4s. I’ve been a part of one.

GATORS continued on 2B
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tV LIstINGs
Today

BASEBALL
6 a.m.

mLB — 2017 World Baseball classic, sec-
ond round, cuba vs. Japan, at tokyo

9 p.m.
mLB — 2017 World Baseball classic, 

second round, dominican republic vs. 
Puerto rico, at san diego

Midnight (Wednesday)
mLB — 2017 World Baseball classic, 

second round, Netherlands vs. cuba, at 
tokyo (joined in progress)

BOXING
9 p.m.

Fs1 — Premier champions, sergiy 
derevyanchenko vs. Kemahl russell, 

middleweights, at tunica, miss.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
6:40 p.m.

tru — Ncaa tournament, First Four, 
mount st. mary’s vs. New Orleans, at 

dayton, Ohio

7 p.m.
esPN — NIt, first round, uNc-

Greensboro at syracuse

7:15 p.m.
esPN2 — NIt, first round, Valparaiso at 

Illinois

8 p.m.
esPNu — NIt, first round, Oakland at 

clemson

9 p.m.
esPN — NIt, first round, Indiana at 

Georgia tech

9:10 p.m.
tru — Ncaa tournament, First Four, 

Kent st. vs. Wake Forest, at dayton, Ohio

9:15 p.m.
esPN2 — NIt, first round, richmond at 

alabama

10 p.m.
esPNu — NIt, first round, Boise st. at 

utah

11:15 p.m.
ESPN2 — NIT, first round, CS 

Bakersfield at California

MLB BASEBALL
1 p.m.

MLB — Spring training, Atlanta vs. 
Philadelphia, at Clearwater, Fla.

4 p.m.
MLB — Spring training, San Francisco 

vs. Cleveland, at Goodyear, Ariz.

NBA BASKETBALL
7 p.m.

NBA — Detroit at Cleveland

10:30 p.m.
NBA — Philadelphia at Golden State

NHL HOCKEY
7:30 p.m.

NBCSN — Chicago at Montreal

SOCCER
3:30 p.m.

FS1 — UEFA Champions League, 
Round of 16, Leg 2, Leicester City vs. 

Sevilla

FS2 — UEFA Champions League, 
Round of 16, Leg 2, Juventus vs. Porto

meN’s top 25
1. Villanova (59)

31-3

2. Gonzaga (6)
32-1

3. Kansas
28-4

4. arizona
30-4

5. North carolina
27-7

6. Kentucky
29-5

7. duke
27-8

8. ucLa
29-4

9. Oregon
29-5

10. Louisville
24-8

11. smu
30-4

12. Baylor
25-7

13. West Virginia
26-8

14. Notre dame
25-9

15. Purdue
25-7

16. Florida St.
25-8

17. Iowa st.
23-10

18. cincinnati
29-5

19. Wichita st.
30-4

20. Florida
24-8

21. Butler
23-8

22. saint mary’s (cal)
28-4

23. michigan
24-11

24. Virginia
22-10

25. Wisconsin
25-9

SCOREBOARD

TUESDAY EVENING MARCH 14, 2017
 Comcast Dish DirecTV 6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30
 3-ABC 3 - - TV20 News ABC World News Ent. Tonight Be a Millionaire The Middle (N) Am Housewife Fresh Off the Boat The Real O’Neals People Icons “Heroes & Survivors” (N) News at 11 Jimmy Kimmel Live
 4-IND 4 4 4 News4JAX at 6PM News4JAX Ent. Tonight Inside Edition (N) Hot in Cleveland Last Man Standing Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory The 10 O’Clock News (N) Å News4JAX (:35) The Insider
 5-PBS 5 - - DW News Nightly Business PBS NewsHour (N) Å Ken Burns: America’s Storyteller Tribute to producer Ken Burns. Å You Are the Universe With Deepak Chopra The role of humans in the universe.
 7-CBS 7 47 47 Action News Jax CBS Evening News Judge Judy Å Family Feud Å NCIS “M.I.A.” (N) Å (DVS) NCIS: New Orleans (N) Å (DVS) NCIS: New Orleans “Slay the Dragon” Action News Late Show-Colbert
 9-CW 9 17 17 2 Broke Girls Å 2 Broke Girls Å Mike & Molly Å Mike & Molly Å The Flash “Into the Speed Force” (N) DC’s Legends of Tomorrow (N) Å Law & Order: Criminal Intent Å Judge Faith Å Anger
 10-FOX 10 30 30 Action News Action News TMZ (N) Å Access Hollywood New Girl (N) (:31) The Mick (:01) Bones (N) Å (DVS) Action News Action News Action News Modern Family
 12-NBC 12 12 12 News NBC Nightly News Wheel of Fortune Jeopardy! (N) The Voice “Blind Auditions, Part 7” (N) This Is Us Jack heads to Cleveland. (:01) Trial & Error Trial & Error (N) News Tonight Show

 WGN-A 16 239 307 Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Cops Å Outsiders G’Win fights for her life. (N) Outsiders G’Win fights for her life. (:01) Outsiders G’Win fights for her life.
 TVLAND 17 106 304 Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Andy Griffith Show Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Love-Raymond Teachers (N) Å Throwing Shade King of Queens King of Queens
 OWN 18 189 279 The Haves and the Have Nots Å The Haves and the Have Nots Å The Haves and the Have Nots The Haves and the Have Nots (N) The Haves and the Have Nots The Haves and the Have Nots
 A&E 19 118 265 The First 48 “Night Shift; Mobbed” Juvenile Lifers Å Kids Behind Bars: Maximum Security Kids Behind Bars: Lost for Life Å 60 Days In Å 60 Days In Å
 HALL 20 185 312 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing The Middle Å The Middle Å The Middle Å The Middle Å The Golden Girls The Golden Girls
 FX 22 136 248 (5:00) ›› “Taken 2” (2012, Action) Å ››‡ “Jack Reacher” (2012) Tom Cruise, Rosamund Pike. A former military investigator probes a sniper attack. Å The Americans “Pests” (N) Å The Americans “Pests” Å
 CNN 24 200 202 The Situation Room With Wolf Blitzer Erin Burnett OutFront (N) Å Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Å Anderson Cooper 360 (N) Å CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N) CNN Tonight With Don Lemon (N)
 TNT 25 138 245 ››‡ “Con Air” (1997, Action) Nicolas Cage. Vicious convicts hijack their flight. ››› “Thor” (2011) Chris Hemsworth. Cast out of Asgard, the Norse god lands on Earth. Å (DVS) ››‡ “Godzilla” (2014) Aaron Taylor-Johnson. Å (DVS)
 NIK 26 170 299 Henry Danger Henry Danger Hunter Street (N) The Thundermans The Thundermans Game Shakers Full House Å Full House Å Full House Å Full House Å Friends Å Friends Å
 SPIKE 28 168 241 (5:00) ›‡ “Wrath of the Titans” (2012) Sam Worthington. ››‡ “Hercules” (2014) Dwayne Johnson. Hercules helps defend Thrace from a powerful warlord. Adam Carolla and Friends ››‡ “Hercules” (2014) Å
 MY-TV 29 32 - Mama’s Family Mama’s Family M*A*S*H Å M*A*S*H Å The X-Files “Gethsemane” Å The X-Files “Redux” Å Seinfeld Å Hogan’s Heroes Carol Burnett Perry Mason Å
 DISN 31 172 290 Bunk’d Å Bizaardvark Å “Tangled Before Ever After” (2017) Stuck/Middle Good Luck Charlie Liv and Maddie Liv and Maddie Bunk’d Å Bunk’d Å Jessie Å Jessie Å
 LIFE 32 108 252 Little Women: LA “Sail Away” Å Little Women: LA “Ballroom Blitz” Little Women: LA (N) Å Little Women: LA “Things Fall Apart” (:02) Little Women: Atlanta (N) Å (:02) Little Women: LA Å
 USA 33 105 242 Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows  WWE SmackDown! (N) Å Chrisley Knows Chrisley Knows Modern Family Modern Family
 BET 34 124 329 Meet the Browns Meet the Browns Being Mary Jane “Getting Home” Being Mary Jane “Getting Judged” Being Mary Jane “Getting Risky” Being Mary Jane “Getting Serious” (N) Being Mary Jane “Getting Serious”
 ESPN 35 140 206 SportsCenter With Michael and Jemele d College Basketball NIT Tournament, First Round: Teams TBA. (N) d College Basketball NIT Tournament, First Round: Teams TBA. (N) SportsCenter (N) (Live) Å
 ESPN2 36 144 209 (4:30) Tournament Challenge Special d College Basketball NIT Tournament, First Round: Teams TBA. (N) d College Basketball NIT Tournament, First Round: Teams TBA. (N) d College Basketball
 SUNSP 37 - - how to Do florida Inside the Rays Lightning Pre. k NHL Hockey Tampa Bay Lightning at Ottawa Senators. (N) Lightning Post. Inside Lightning Inside Lightning Inside Lightning
 DISCV 38 182 278 Moonshiners “Two Pot Bang Bang” Moonshiners: Outlaw Cuts (N) Å Moonshiners (N) Å Moonshiners “Last Call” (N) Å Killing Fields (N) Å Moonshiners “Last Call” Å
 TBS 39 139 247 2 Broke Girls Å 2 Broke Girls Å Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory Big Bang Theory The Detour (N) Big Bang Theory Conan (N) Å
 HLN 40 202 204 Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Primetime Justice Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files Forensic Files
 FNC 41 205 360 Special Report With Bret Baier (N) The First 100 Days (N) Å The O’Reilly Factor (N) Å Tucker Carlson Tonight (N) Å Hannity (N) Å The O’Reilly Factor Å
 E! 45 114 236 Keeping Up With the Kardashians E! News (N) Å ››› “Wedding Crashers” (2005, Comedy) Owen Wilson, Vince Vaughn, Christopher Walken. Å Botched Å E! News (N) Å
 TRAVEL 46 196 277 Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern Bizarre Foods America Å Delicious Delicious Bizarre Foods “How It’s Made” (N) Bizarre Foods With Andrew Zimmern Bizarre Foods America “San Diego”
 HGTV 47 112 229 Fixer Upper Å Fixer Upper Å Fixer Upper Å Fixer Upper (N) Å House Hunters (N) Hunters Int’l Fixer Upper Å
 TLC 48 183 280 Say Yes, Dress Say Yes, Dress My Big Fat Fabulous Life Å My Big Fat Fabulous Life My Big Fat Fabulous Life (N) (:02) She’s in Charge (N) (:04) My Big Fat Fabulous Life
 HIST 49 120 269 Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Supercharged (N) Å Forged in Fire: Cutting Deeper (N) (:04) Counting Cars (:34) Counting Cars
 ANPL 50 184 282 River Monsters Å River Monsters “Mekong Mutilator” River Monsters “Africa’s Deadliest” Wild Brazil Å River Monsters “Mongolian Mauler”
 FOOD 51 110 231 Chopped “Nopales, No Problem” Å Chopped “Count Your Chickens” Å Chopped Å Chopped “Chili Cook-Off” Å Chopped “Latin Cuisine Dream” (N) Chopped The chefs recreate the taco.
 TBN 52 260 372 John Gray World The Unholy Supernatural Now The Potter’s Touch Praise Å Joseph Prince Bil Cornelius Å Joyce Meyer Why Israel Matters Praise Å
 FSN-FL 56 - - UFC Unleashed Inside Panthers World MMA Awards  Bundesliga Soccer FC Schalke 04 vs FC Augsburg. Destination Polaris Golf Life  World Poker
 SYFY 58 122 244 (5:09) ›‡ “Jonah Hex” (2010) Å ››› “Zombieland” (2009, Comedy) Woody Harrelson, Jesse Eisenberg. Å Face Off “Odd Couples” (N) Å ›‡ “The Legend of Hercules” (2014) Kellan Lutz, Scott Adkins. Å
 AMC 60 130 254 (4:00) ››‡ “Sherlock Holmes” (2009) ››‡ “Sherlock Holmes: A Game of Shadows” (2011, Action) Robert Downey Jr., Jude Law, Noomi Rapace. Å ›››‡ “Inception” (2010) Leonardo DiCaprio, Joseph Gordon-Levitt. Å
 COM 62 107 249 Futurama Å Futurama Å South Park Å South Park Å South Park Å South Park Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 Å Tosh.0 (N) Å Detroiters (N) The Daily Show At Midnight
 CMT 63 166 327 Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing Last Man Standing ››‡ “Overboard” (1987) Goldie Hawn. An amnesiac millionairess is duped by a cunning carpenter. Sun Records “Record Man Blues” ››‡ Overboard
 NGWILD 108 190 283 Monster Fish “Vampire Fish” Å Unlikely Animal Friends Å Rise of the Cats “Big Cat Dynasties” Rise of the Cats “Cat Planet” Å Destination Wild “Queen of the Chase” Rise of the Cats “Big Cat Dynasties”
 NGEO 109 186 276 Climbing Redwood Giants Å America’s National Parks “Olympic” America’s National Parks Å “Water & Power: A California Heist” (2017) Premiere. Å “Water & Power: A California Heist” (2017) Å
 SCIENCE 110 193 284 NASA’s Unexplained Files Å What on Earth? “Gateway to Eden” What on Earth? A meteorite dagger. (:02) What on Earth? “Episode 17” (N) (:04) Secrets of the Underground (N) (:06) What on Earth? Å
 ID 111 192 285 Web of Lies “The Honeytrap” Å Web of Lies “Love Goes South” Å 20/20 on ID (N) Å Web of Lies “Love You to Death” (N) Who Killed Jane Doe? (N) Å 20/20 on ID Å
 SEC 743 408 611 (3:00) The Paul Finebaum Show (N) a College Baseball Murray State vs Kentucky. From Cliff Hagan Stadium in Lexington, Ky. (N) Å SEC Storied Å SEC Storied Å
 HBO 302 300 501 (5:40) ›› “Lady in the Water” (2006) Paul Giamatti. ‘PG-13’ VICE News Tonight ››‡ “Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising” (2016) Seth Rogen. ‘R’ 2 Days: Roman Girls “Gummies” Crashing Å  Boxing
 MAX 320 310 515 (5:50) ››› “Keeping the Faith” (2000) Ben Stiller, Edward Norton. ‘PG-13’ Å ››› “I Love You, Man” (2009) Paul Rudd. ‘R’ Å (:45) ››‡ “Pitch Perfect 2” (2015) Anna Kendrick, Rebel Wilson. ‘PG-13’ Å (:40) Towelhead ‘R’
 SHOW 340 318 545 (5:00) ›››‡ “The Imitation Game” (6:55) ›››‡ “No Country for Old Men” (2007) Tommy Lee Jones. ‘R’ Å Billions Chuck devises a new strategy. Homeland “Alt.Truth” Å Billions Chuck devises a new strategy.

FILE

You’ve got mail
Fort White standout offensive lineman doug Johnson (77) received another offer last week. this one comes 
from mississippi state. Johnson, a high-recruit junior, now has seven total offers: uF, uGa, Ole miss, utah, 
uofL, utc and msu. the Indian star hopes to pick up more during his senior season this fall.  

ter’s achievements, both 
in the classroom and on 
the platform, but he’s 
also proud of the type of 
person she has grown up 
to be. 

“I’m very proud of her,” 
Ed Carter said. “She’s my 
daughter. She’s a godly 
young woman and she 

loves the Lord and she 
loves people. Her mother 
and I are very proud of 
her.” 

With two more years 
left at Fort White, Kacey 
Carter plans to continue 
training hard, putting in 
work and racking up wins. 

“I’m definitely going to 
keep working hard and 
hopefully win two more 
state championships,” 
Kacey Carter said. “That’s 
my goal.”

CARTER 
Continued From 1B

he replied as play-by-play 
trickled out. “Wow, I’m sure 
NASCAR is going to love 
that one.”

And after Truex finished 
taking questions, he hud-
dled in front of a tablet to 
watch what happened, an 
incident that provided the 
first big spark to the 2017 
season.

Truex Jr. passed Brad 
Keselowski with two laps 
to go. And just before he 
crossed the finish line with 
his eighth career victory, 
Logano got into Busch as 
they raced for third.

Busch’s car spun onto pit 
road. Fireworks followed in 
a city used to hosting big-
time fights, just not like this.

“It was nothing intention-
al,” Logano said. “But obvi-
ously he thinks that.”

As Truex headed toward 
victory circle, video showed 
Busch walking down pit 
road, then turning right 
and throwing a right hook 
at Logano’s face. Logano’s 
crew members brought 
Busch to the ground as 
NASCAR officials yelled for 
them to stop.

When they were sepa-
rated and Busch got to his 
feet, he had a bloody gash 
above his right eye.

“There wasn’t much 
talking, just a lot of swing-
ing,” Logano said. “I was 
racing hard there at end.”

Busch, who had recov-
ered from a speeding pen-
alty that left him a lap down 
to get into contention, was 
escorted to the infield care 
center and quickly released 

as the track buzzed.
“I got dumped. He flat 

out just drove straight in 
the corner and wrecked 
me,” Busch said. “That’s 
how Joey races, so he’s 
going to get it.”

The fight overshadowed 
a dominating day for Truex 
and a tough-luck finish for 
Keselowski, who appeared 
to be pulling away after a 
restart and on his way to 
his second win in as many 
weeks when he ran into 
mechanical problems.

“I just know it was some-
thing major,” he said. “It 
wouldn’t turn and I lost 
brakes.”

Truex passed him and 
held on to become the first 
driver to win all three seg-
ments in NASCAR Cup’s 
new stage racing.

Kyle Larson was second, 
followed by Chase Elliott, 

Logano and Keselowski.
Truex re-took the lead 

with 39 laps to go after a 
lengthy cycle of green-flag 
pit stops. After a hard-
charging Keselowski went 
in front, Danica Patrick 
blew an engine, bringing 
out a caution.

Keselowski, who started 
from the pole, just beat 
Truex out of pit road road 
after their four-tire stops. 
He chose the outside lane 
on the restart and shot 
ahead until his car slowed 
at the end of the 267-lap 
race.

That gave Toyota a win 
after Ford victories in the 
season’s first two races.

“I’ve been on the other 
side of those things plenty 
of times, so it definitely 
feels good to take advan-
tage of somebody else’s 
issue for once,” Truex said.

“Our guys heard it. 
They saw it. I don’t know 
how much they’ll read this 
week. I hope none. I hope 
they all crack their phones 
and throw them in the gar-
bage. Hopefully it’s a tiny, 
tiny bit more motivation. 
I don’t know how much 
more we need. We need a 
W in the worst way.”

It’s also quite possible 
that Florida’s recent skid 
has been overblown.

The Gators lost at 
Kentucky, the tough-
est place at play in the 
Southeastern Conference, 
and twice to Vanderbilt in 
Nashville. They led in all 
three games and also beat 

tournament-bound South 
Carolina and Arkansas in 
the last three weeks.

So it’s not difficult for 
Florida to spin its slump. 
There are plenty of 
numbers that help, too. 
The Gators are 10th in 
Ratings Percentage Index, 
seventh in strength of 
schedule and ninth in the 
latest Pomeroy College 
Basketball Ratings. Florida 
also is one of five in the 
68-team field that didn’t 
lose to a non-tournament 
opponent during the sea-
son, joining Villanova, 
Arizona, Louisville and 
UCLA.

Nonetheless, the Gators 
are looking at this week as 
a chance to reboot.

“It’s a new start for us,” 
leading scorer KeVaughn 
Allen said. “The three 

losses that we had, just got 
to turn it into a motivation 
for us.”

Players should get 
extra motivation from 
being back in Orlando 
and playing in front of 
what’s expected to be a 
pro-Florida crowd. Two of 
the team’s best non-con-
ference wins came in the 
Amway Center, when the 
Gators beat Seton Hall and 
Miami in the Advocare 
Invitational in late 
November. They almost 
upset Gonzaga, too.

The Gators might not 
be the same now without 
Egbunu, but White doesn’t 
think they’re far off despite 
those three losses that 
have some questioning the 
team’s chances.

“I think we’re very 
close,” White said. “Our 

margin for error has 
decreased, so we’ve just 
got to be ultra sound. Our 
communication has got to 
be better. Our discipline 
has got to be better. ... Just 
simple things.”

But enough that it damp-
ened Florida’s celebration 
as players and coaches 
watched the selection 
show Sunday.

“If we had won five of 
the last six, I’d feel a little 
better. It kind of takes 
away some of the excite-
ment,” White said. “No 
one likes losing, so the 
mood right now is, ‘We’ve 
lost two in a row.’ It’s not, 
‘Yay, we’re going to the 
tournament.’

“I hope our guys aren’t 
feeling like that. I don’t 
sense they are. I sense a 
serious tone right now.”

GATORS
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