
la. Magnitude of need for the project 

Our district is committed to taking an all-hazards approach to maintaining a safe learning and 

working environment for over 21,800 students and 3,840 employees who are spread across a 750 

square mile geographic area within Riverside County,. California. Our district includes the 

suburban population of the city of Hemet and surrounding county areas, the rural farming 

communities of Anza and Winchester and the isolated mountain communities ofldyllwild and 

Aguanga. Our district is faced with multiple emergency management planning challenges. First, 

the geographic size and topographic diversity of our community makes it vulnerable to a variety 

of natural disasters. Second, we are vulnerable to numerous technological hazards in and around 

our community. Third, we live in an era where domestic security threats such as terrorism or 

civil disturbance can occur at any time, without notice. Fourth, we must be prepared for 

infectious disease outbreaks that could demobilize our district. Table 1 identifies the 

vulnerabilities to which Riverside County and our school district are most susceptible, many of 

which could leave all or portions of our district isolated from assistance for a week or more. 

Natural Disasters: Riverside County is at risk from many types of natural disasters but the 

event with the greatest potential for loss of life or property is a massive earthquake. Two of the 

most significant earthquakes in California history occurred in Hemet - a magnitude 6.5 

earthquake in 1899 and a 6.8 temblor in 1918, both of which were epicentered on the nearby San 

Jacinto fault line. This fault is capable of producing earthquakes with magnitudes between 6.5 

and 7 .5 with a 25% probability rate of a 6.5 or greater earthquake occurring in the next five years 

(increasing to 40% over the next 10 years). Hemet is located only 20 miles southwest of the 

southern po1iion of the San Andreas Fault, which could potentially produce a 7.0 or greater 

earthquake. Hemet lies within close proximity to several highways linking our community to 
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