Nightlife

Meet the masters

Have your drink mixed by some of Tokyo’s true bartending greats.
By Tamasaburau and Ili Saarinen

TOKYO’S DRINKING sceneis
oneofthebestintheworld, with
boundary-breaking cocktail
barstaking mixed drinkstonew
heights, while traditional izakayas
bringyoubackdowntoearthin
thebest possible way. Buttoreally
takeyourdrinkingtothe next
level youneed tobravea ‘master’s
bar’. Here you’ll meet veteran
Tokyobarmenwho haveearned
theirstripesoverthedecadesand
are, aboveall, maestros of bar
etiquette —howtodress, whatto
talkaboutand howtosavoursome
ofthefinest cocktail artistryon
thisearth. The barslisted below
areno casualboozers: they’re
templestothecraft ofbartending,
and will reward arightful drinker
handsomely -aslongasyou
remember these threerules:

1)Keepyourvoicedown —these
‘masters’ won’t hesitate torefuse
loud drunks.
2)Notethedresscode—-wearat
leastacollared shirt.

3) Prepareto pay acover charge of
¥1,000-¥2,000.

Nervousyet? Good. Now get
readytodiscoverthe finerside of
drinkingin Tokyo.

Bar Oak: Hisashi Sugimoto
Hotelbarsusuallyaren’t very
inspiring places, but the Tokyo
Station Hotel’sversionisn’tlike
mosthotel bars. Moved toits
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currentlocation after
asix-yearrenovation
completedin2012,
itincorporatesred
bricksand wood inthe
décorandismanned
by Hisashi Sugimoto,
who’sbeenwiththe
hotelsince 1958.

This master mixes
up hissignature Tokyo
Station cocktails from
Spmthreetofourdaysa
week. Ifyoudon’t want
toqueue, bestbethere atEst!
themomentthedoors
openforthechanceto
grabacounter seatand watch up

close asSugimotoworks his magic.

Onceyou're halfway through his
showpiecedrink, squeeze some
lime into the mixture: the taste
changeissupposed tosymbolisea
trainleavingthestation.

- The Tokyo Station Hotel 2F, 1-9-1 Marunouchi,
Chiyoda (Tokyo Station). 03 5220 1261. www.
tokyostationhotel.jp/restaurants/oak. Daily
5pm-12midnight.

Est!: Akio Watanabe
Yushima’sfinestold-school bar
wasnamed by scientist, inventor
anddiscerningdrinkerKinichiro
Sakaguchi, buttheheartand
soulofthe place hasalwaysbeen
bartender Akio Watanabe. Now
well over 80, butasactiveasever,
thisveteranbarmanhasserved
literary greatsincluding Yukio
Mishimaoveracareerspanning

Akio Watanabe

almost halfacentury. That’snot
tosay Est!issome outdated relic:
Watanabe’ssignature shaker move
lookslikehe’swarminganeggin his
hands, but producescontemporary
masterpieceslike the LunaRossa
and Golden Daiquiri originals.
Impeccablybalanced, they’retasty
enoughtomeritbroaderattention,
buthavesofarremained Est!-only
concoctions—perhapsbecause
only MrWatanabe canexecute
them correctly. Tryingto make out
thelabelsontherarebottleshidden
behind the counterisalsopart of
theexperienceatEst!, asissharing
ajokewiththejovial master.

-> 3-45-3 Yushima, Bunkyo (Yushima Station).
033831 0403. 6pm-12midnight, closed Sun.

Radio: Koji Ozaki
Radioisquiteunlike any other
wateringholein Aoyama.
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Koji Ozaki
atRadio

EverydetailatRadioisaresult
ofbartender Koji Ozaki’s strict
aestheticand youwon’twantto
disruptthe harmony (read: wear
your Sunday best, keep your
voicedown). Thisisalso one of
the few serious Tokyo barsto

prohibitsmoking, mainly because

the cocktailsare supposed to
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beenjoyed with all five senses.
Ozakihasbeeninthebusiness
forover fourdecadesandisan
attraction all by himself: prepare
for painstakingly prepared
mixtures, best enjoyed quietly at
the counter with only the master’s
commentary for company.
Nowadays, Ozaki himselfdivides
histime between Tokyo and Kyoto,
only manningthe counter around
ten nights per month whileleaving
day-to-day managementto his
many apprentices.

-> 3-10-34 Minami-Aoyama, Minato (Omotesando
Station). 03 3402 2668. www.bar-radio.com.
6pm-12midnight, closed Sun & hols.

Tenderly: Yuko Miyazaki
Bornand raised in Omori, friendly
bartender Yuko Miyazaki trained
under the venerable Takao Mori
before opening Tenderly, her

ownshrinetoclassic cocktails
where she shares her wisdom at
bimonthly bartendingclasses.
Thejointisdevelopinga city-
widereputation for the quality
ofbothitsdrinksand itsevents,
whichinclude moving rakugo
(traditional comic storytelling)
performances.

Visitingduring sakuraseason?
Beprepared toqueueup from
before Spmifyou’relookingto
score one of the coveted window
seatsoverlookingthe nearby park
anditshugecherrytrees. Atall
othertimes, the main attraction
is Miyazaki’s Adagio, ablend so
perfectit’ssaid tohave brought
some patronstotears. Best pack
sometissues...

-> Omori-Kita Park Bldg 2F, 1-33-11 Omori-Kita, Ota
(Omori Station). 03 3298 2155. 5pm-1am (Fri until
2am, hols until 12midnight), closed Sun.

Hisashi Sugimoto
atBarOak

Yuko Miyazaki
atTenderly
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PHOTOS: BAR OAK, TENDERLY, RADIO: KEISUKE TANIGAWA. EST!: KISATOYOSHIMA




