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Russian mob]. Right on the dock: taken away! Then [they]
negotiated my release. I thought, Jeez, what have I gotten myself into?
1t's safer in the mountains!”

Like his fellow adventure and ocean photographers, Mann takes
a calculated approach to risks, which he believes keeps him from
crossing the line from risky to unwise. But the backbone of his
motivation is the meaning he ascribes to his work. “I want my work
to serve a purpose. And so I align myself with scientists and marine
biologists...and they come to me with these great ideas, so that gives
me access. It's a place that needs imagery, and these scientists need
the assets to communicate the change of policy. But it also gives
my work purpose.”

Another prime motivator is the opportunity to break new
ground. “Working with athletes that are doing something for the first
time, or going to a place that’s never been climbed, or a place where
people have never been, period,” Mann explains. “There’s a lot of
virgin earth out there, places people have never been, so that's who
I'm aligning with on either side of that coin. Like the scientists,
they'e giving me access to what I need.”

Andy Mann doesn't appear to need all that much, it turns out.
Give the man a camera, a plane ticket to somewhere remote, and
enough support to keep him alive in the extreme places he ventures
to and he’s likely to return not only with a collection of beautiful
images but purposeful shots unlike any we have seen before.
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