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SWISS       ALPS

SKY
HIGH

The Swiss Alps may be known as a playground for the  
global elite, a winter wonderland famous for its world-
class ski slopes and five-star luxury hotels. But the Alps are  
incredible all year-round, and even if you don’t arrive on a 
private jet in the middle of January, you can expect unpar-
alleled levels of luxury and adventure that are as impressive 
as the region’s breathtaking peaks and valleys. Here, our  
insider’s guide to one of the most amazing places on earth.

Badrutt’s Palace, overlooking Lake St. Moritz
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St Moritz
PEAK OF LUXURY
In St. Moritz, the über-luxe offerings rival the 
famously breathtaking views

Te x t  b y  K E I T H  G O R D O N

Beyond its well-earned reputation as one of the most  
exclusive destinations in Europe today, St. Moritz has an 
equally impressive history. It was here, more than a century 
ago, among the 10,000-foot peaks, that British tourists  
extended their stays beyond the traditional summer season 
and helped popularize many of the winter sports that still 
bring visitors to the Alps each season. The town has even 
hosted the Winter Olympic Games twice (1928 and 1948), 
and still offers world-class, adrenaline-packed outdoor fun 
like bobsledding and downhill skiing. 

But St. Moritz is, first and foremost, a pillar of luxury 
and a favored destination of the world’s billionaires and  
celebrities. Five-star hotels populate the region, including 
the iconic Badrutt’s Palace. Set on a hillside overlooking 
the town, the property is beautiful enough to compete 
with the surrounding natural wonders for visitors’ atten-
tion. Offering 120 rooms and 37 exquisite suites, the hotel  
supports guests with elite concierge services, eight res-
taurants to choose from (including the Michelin-starred  
IGNIV by Andreas Caminada), and pampering in the  
Palace Wellness spa, one of Europe’s finest. 

Suvretta House provides similar luxury, albeit in a 
more reserved style. Its 171 rooms and 10 large suites show-
case the “discreet luxury” that is the property’s calling card. 
Standards are still sky-high across the board, including  
for the numerous culinary and drinking experiences on  
offer, such as the Grand Restaurant (mind the dress code), 
Suvretta Stube, or the Chef ’s Table, where executive chef 
Fabrizio Zanetti will prepare an exclusive dinner for your 
party inside his kitchen so you can watch him work. 

The town has culinary hot spots to rival those of 
the aforementioned hotels, many of which are Michelin-
starred eateries. There’s Talvo by Dalsass, serving classic, 
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Above: Palace Wellness, the spa at Badrutt’s Palace. 
Right: Luxury service at the property.
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no-nonsense Mediterranean cuisine in a 1658 farmhouse; Cá d’Oro, 
focused on a contemporary, modern menu, refined service, and a  
stellar wine list; and Da Vittorio, a jaw-dropping Italian restaurant 
from chefs Enrico and Roberto Cerea that opens as a pop-up each 
winter within the Carlton Hotel St. Moritz (it’s a seasonal spin-off of 
their lauded Brusaporto, Italy-based establishment). 

Of course, the opportunity for adventure is as important as the 
accommodations when enjoying St. Moritz. During the winter, visitors 
need to remember only one name: Corviglia. While the surrounding 
area offers dozens of pistes and ski areas, Corviglia offers the widest 

range of slopes for varying skill levels, as well as winter sports like sled-
ding, and sporting events including fan favorites like skijoring (a race in 
which a horse pulls a skier over a frozen lake), ice cricket, or snow polo. 

During the summer months, enjoy Lake St. Moritz, where one 
can lounge the day away on a small boat, get in a workout via paddle-
board, or keep the adrenaline flowing by learning how to kite-surf. 
The surrounding mountains offer world-class hiking and mountain 
biking, with trails suitable for novices and experts alike. Or get a real 
nature experience and go for a horseback ride through valleys and over 
hills that will make it feel like you fell right into The Sound of Music. 
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Suvretta House balances traditional luxury with modern 
amenities, and offers an ideal summertime base from which to 

explore the area. Opposite: Rising model Anna Andres starting her 
day with breakfast service at the Ultima Gstaad hotel.
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Known for palatial chalets, five-star hotels, and VIP treatment round-the-clock, 

Gstaad makes visitors feel like royalty—even without a coronation

FIT FOR A KING
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If the Swiss Alps are known for luxury, then Gstaad represents the 
pinnacle of what the region has to offer. A longtime haven for celeb-
rities and business titans alike, Gstaad offers an array of accommo-
dations, nightlife, and culinary experiences to satisfy even the most 
discerning guest’s desires. 

The first challenge in a jaunt to Gstaad is choosing where 
to stay. Home to some of the most luxu-
rious and iconic properties on the con-
tinent, the options for high-class ac-
commodations are seemingly endless.  
Gstaad Palace, a 105-year-old towering 
structure set on a hill overlooking the 
town, tops the list: This fairy-tale castle of a  
hotel offers 90 exquisitely appointed rooms, 
including the three-bedroom Penthouse 
Suite. With five restaurants, two bars, and a 
nightclub to choose from, guests don’t even 
have to leave the premises, but we recom-
mend you do—at least to experience the 
Palace’s helicopter lunch tour, which flies you 
around the Matterhorn for a Champagne 
toast before landing atop Glacier 3000, one 
of Europe’s largest glaciers, for a gourmet 
meal at Refuge l’Espace. 

But the options don’t stop there. The 
Alpina Gstaad may be a relatively new  
arrival on the scene, yet it has certainly  
left an impression. Within the “five-star superior” hotel (a  
notch above five-star), you can find the world-class Six  
Senses Spa and two restaurants, Sommet and Megu, that  
have earned Michelin stars already. For those who prefer a  
boutique hotel, a strong choice would be Ultima Gstaad.  

With only 11 suites and six private residences, it offers all the luxury 
and service of its bigger rivals but with a more personalized, atten-
tive approach that lends an added sense of privacy and exclusivity. 

For elite culinary experiences, Gstaad offers a vast selection 
of worthy candidates. As an alternative to the Alpina’s Michelin-
starred gems, both Leonard’s and Chesery, Gstaad icons inside Le 

Grand Bellevue hotel, have earned the pres-
tigious star and are must-visits on any trip 
to the town. Both focus on using the finest  
ingredients to make simple yet refined 
dishes that combine modern and  
traditional techniques. At Leonard’s, go for 
the Zürcher Geschnetzeltes, veal in a creamy 
mushroom sauce, and do not miss the  
Nantais duck at Chesery, part of a mouth-
watering tasting menu.

Once the sun sets, it’s time for après-
ski. Gstaad is a mecca for post-skiing  
celebrations, and options abound. Within 
the Hotel Olden you can find Pinte, which 
is exactly what you’d expect from a Gstaad 
après-ski legend: fine cocktails, a warm 
and welcoming ambience, and a crowd as  
alluring as the surrounding scenery. Then 
head over to the more raucous scene at  
the famous GreenGo. Located within  
Gstaad Palace, this club draws rich,  

beautiful, and eager-to-party guests from around Gstaad  
and the rest of Europe. Top DJs perform all night while  
guests move to the music on a dance floor floating above a swim-
ming pool. Gstaad is not a place for half-measures, and the party 
scene is no exception. —KG
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Clockwise from top left: Anna Andres enjoying the scene at the Ultima Gstaad hotel; the stunning bathroom of the Suite Etoile at Le Grand 
Bellevue hotel in Gstaad; an opulent lobby welcomes guests at the Ultima Gstaad hotel; local midday specialties include cream-of-corn 

soup and grilled cheese. Opposite, from top: Modern decor abounds at the Alpina Gstaad; majestic mountain views from the outdoor pool 
and deck at the Alpina Gstaad.
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When someone talks about the Swiss Alps, you probably picture a 
winter wonderland of snowcapped peaks and immense glaciers, and 
imagine yourself racing downhill. But the fact is that the area is a 
hot spot of outdoor exploration and adrenaline-pumping action all 
year-round: When the skis and snowboards are put away, residents 
and visitors can experience the beauty and scale of the Alps by bike, 
foot, or even helicopter. 

Of course, there’s a reason winter comes to mind when thinking 
of the Swiss Alps: It is a world-class destination for winter sports. 
Around Gstaad, the options seem endless, with countless nearby 
peaks including the Rinderberg, Lengebrand, and the Wasserngrat, 
with its famous Tiger Run, a legendarily steep slope. But the king 
of the hills has to be Glacier 3000, just outside of town, where one 
can ski from late October through early May surrounded by some of 
Earth’s most awe-inspiring vistas. Helicopter tours are widely avail-
able and an unforgettable way to explore the majesty of the Alps as 
you climb over mountain peaks or descend through stunning valleys 
that are just as enjoyable in the warmer months as they are during 
the peak of winter.

It would be folly for adrenaline-seeking visitors to consider the 
Alps only during the winter, when the region can offer just as many  
options for warm-weather action. Around Gstaad, more than 185 

Snow-bedecked mountains become verdant landscapes in 
the summer—and they’re equally ripe for adventure

PEAK SEASON miles of trailways entice hikers and mountain bikers alike, with paths 
carving through lush green valleys and over towering peaks and ridg-
es. Traditional summer staples like fishing, camping, and rafting are 
options, but so are more extreme outings, such as hot air ballooning, 
paragliding, and grass skiing (yes, that is exactly what it sounds like). 

Like the area around Gstaad, St. Moritz, one of the highest- 
altitude resorts in Switzerland, has no shortage of winter 
playgrounds. While some skiers or boarders will swear by  
Corvatsch, Zuoz, or Diavolezza, the must-visit on your Swiss Alps ski  
itinerary is Corviglia. Offering everything from wide, gentle pistes 
for beginners to World Cup–quality downhill runs that will push 
even the best to their limits, Corviglia is a snow-covered paradise. 
It’s also the only part of the region that offers more than 215 miles 
of piste, enough to keep any skier busy for a lifetime. And don’t for-
get the world’s only natural ice bobsled run—the oldest operating 
run on the planet—where a professional pilot will take you down the  
2,368-foot run at speeds reaching more than 80 mph. Finally, check 
out Lake St. Moritz, which, when frozen, hosts everything from ice- 
skating to horseracing, and even polo.

St. Moritz also has plenty of warm-weather options for adven-
ture. Start on Lake St. Moritz. Gone is the ice and snow, replaced 
by a flotilla of leisurely rowboats and sailboats as well as standup 
paddleboards. After a relaxing morning out on the water, head to 
Corviglia, which transforms each spring from a top ski resort to 
a world-class mountain biking venue. It offers trails for every skill 
level, and is the gateway to the entire Engadin region’s extensive bike 
trails. For a slower pace, check out the breathtaking hiking trails that 
crisscross the entire region. But do your research before you head off 
on the trail, as some can be physically challenging and dangerous, 
even for those in good shape.    —KG
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Held on the first three Sundays of February, the White 
Turf races on the frozen Lake St. Moritz have been a 

tradition since the event was founded in 1907
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Davos

From top: The InterContinental Davos hotel hosts many of the dignitaries who come to town for the World Economic Forum; a waiter 
checks a bottle of Champagne on the wine terrace at the InterContinental Davos. Opposite, top: With political and business leaders 

converging on the town each year, security is tight in Davos during the forum. 
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With main offices in Zurich and Bern (left), the Swiss National Bank 
is unique. Unlike other globally influential Swiss banks, the SNB is 
largely privately owned: An estimated 40% to 50% of the bank is held 
by private citizens, and the rest by local and regional authorities and 
banks. But like its more traditional peers, the SNB handles monetary 
policy for the nation, including price stability and the need to act to 
prevent inflationary and deflationary forces.F
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Money does not grow on trees in Davos, despite its reputation as a 
global center of finance and commerce. Hosting the annual World Eco-
nomic Forum has put a spotlight on the town, but Davos is more than 
just a place for international financiers and political leaders to meet. 

Davos, the town with the highest elevation in Europe, has been an 
escape for the Continent’s elite since the mid–19th century. Originally a 
center for spas and other wellness-focused properties, Davos inspired 
Thomas Mann’s 1924 Nobel Prize–winning novel The Magic Mountain 
after Mann’s wife sought treatment in the town’s well-regarded health-
care facilities. Tourists soon flocked to Davos and brought with them 
winter sports to enjoy during the colder months, including one of the 
first sledge (sled) runs, the first T-bar ski lift in the world, and eventually, 
snowboarding—at one of the first ski resorts to welcome the sport. 

HIGH CLASS
Experience understated luxury in Davos

Today, Davos provides the ultimate balance between business 
and pleasure. Five-star hotels like the InterContinental Davos host 
business leaders one day and Alpine vacationers the next, treating 
both with equal levels of unrivaled comfort, especially in the Presi-
dential Suite, featuring modern design with Swiss flair. The Hotel 
Seehof offers residents (and guests) a lengthy list of experiences 
ranging from exotic culinary happenings to curated summer and 
winter outings into the surrounding mountains, and is conveniently 
located near the cable car that will take you to the nearby ski slopes. 

Trains (regular and mountain-ascending versions) run throughout 
the region; cable cars, ski lifts, and gondolas enable visitors to explore 
nearby Klosters, one of Europe’s top winter sports destinations. A 
classic Swiss village, Klosters is a downhill skier’s paradise; and while 
service is paramount, the town forgoes showy displays of wealth: It is 
low-key, and returning guests place a high value on this village-wide  
attitude of discretion, which is perhaps why the town has remained 
the ski destination for the British royal family for decades.

Diners with both extravagant and simpler tastes will enjoy  
Davos, from the menu at Glow, featuring local seasonal produce, to 
the immense wine list at La Vetta—both establishments have been  
honored with a Michelin star. For après-ski, stop by Ex Bar for a drink 
to recover from a day on the moguls, and then check out the late-night 
scene at Pöstli Club, a place ideal for people-watching and rubbing 
shoulders with other partygoers—and maybe a royal or two. —KG
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A VIEW TO KILL
One of the cornerstones of the James Bond film franchise has  
always been the exotic locales to which 007 travels to track down 
his adversaries, hell-bent on world-domination (or destruction). 
But other than his home base of London, no place on earth has 
been featured in more “license to kill” adventures than the Alps. 
Classics like Goldfinger, On Her Majesty’s Secret Service, For Your 
Eyes Only, GoldenEye, and The World Is Not Enough all had scenes 
shot among these majestic peaks, expansive valleys, and winding 
mountain roads. 

The franchise has filmed extensively in Switzerland, specifi-
cally in the area south of Interlaken, and Goldfinger’s car chases 
took place on the Furka Pass and the harrowing mountain roads 
near the small village of Realp. But perhaps no location is more 
iconic and representative of Bond’s Swiss adventures than his 
visit to the lair of villain Ernst Stavro Blofeld in On Her Majesty’s 

Secret Service. For this legendary scene, producers selected the rotat-
ing Piz Gloria restaurant atop Mount Schilthorn. The restaurant 
completes a full rotation every 45 minutes, providing jaw-dropping 
360-degree views for guests, complete with more than 200 pictur-
esque peaks in all directions, including Mönch, Jungfrau, and the 
infamous Eiger. 

To celebrate its cinematic legacy, Piz Gloria highlights its  
role in the 007 universe with attractions like Bond World 007,  
a Bond-themed multimedia museum full of interactive games,  
adventures, and memorabilia. Visitors can experience the 007  
Walk of Fame, which documents the film’s stars and locations,  
or visit the movie’s heliport (now a sun terrace). The theme  
continues through the Piz Gloria menu, where guests can  
find a James Bond spaghetti, a 007 burger, and a Skyfall beef  
entrecôte. Of course, there’s also a James Bond–themed bar,  
where you can order a martini prepared however you’d like it— 
shaken or stirred. —KG

A Koenigsegg tackling snowy conditions on mountainous terrain




