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Quiet Iittle
library puts
folks first

® Inside the Aripeka Public
Library, you'll find friendly
voluntecrs and a philosophy that
has captured the hearts of a
community. '

By KIM GILMORE"
YmeeCormeepondend . . .. . -

ARIPEKA — Neslled in rerub oaks off
the beaten path in Aripeka in a jewel of
information that ifluatrates how delermina-
tion and beliel in oneself can lead to suc.
cess,

Since 1959, the Aripeka Public Library
has housed bonks, provided a nieeling place
and served as a source of inspiration in this
amall coastal community on the Hesnalo.
I'asco county line,

While other public libraries batile for
tax dollars and grant money, the Atiprka
library has survived for 35 years withoul
any such assistance. s majur somree of
income is an annual flea market, which

. lakes place this werkend,

You won't find a lancy compuler cheek-
out system - they still use cardg -— or
exapensive collectiong at the lilnaty. Toe fact,
all of the books were donated. The anly
hoaks ever purchased were a set of eneyelo.
pediay that cost $500.

But residents do lind (riendly sites un
the faces of the volunteees and furdge aml
apples waiting on the tables when they visit
the libeary.

The fibrary's longevity and indepen.
dence are a teslament to the involvement of
lucal renidents, amd secretary Lila Bowman,

“I think Atipcka has been different in
that, regardiess of whether a person had
the time or the energy to come to the
lirary, whether or oot they could even see
to read. When it came time lo pay dues,
they coughed up two bucks so that they
could suppart vs,” Bowman said, I don't
think you can find that in many places,”

Bowman said the smodest block bullding
at 18834 Rosemary Road originally housed
a first aid atation. In the late 1950s, vesi-
dent George Lowenstein bought the build-
ing for about $800 aud stasted the tibrary.

Even then, residents pitched in, holling
fish frica and fund-caisers to cover costa,
aaid Bowman. Evenlually, the morigage
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was paid off,

As a result, the library is now
able 1o operate on a hudgel of
$200 to $300 a year, from which
the vohmleer hoard of directors
raya the insurance, clectricity and
awn waintesance. All other ex-
penses are covered by donations
and voluntecra,

For exawple, an a part of their
membesship, chilidren are asked (o
help eheck in booka and clean, In
return, they ae altowed to tse the
library as a gathering place with
fricieds after school, In addition,
voluntecrs reward them with
parlies.

Thin year's {lea market will
lake place from 8 asn. to & pan.
Satinday aned Sumday at the Ari-
peka Commmmity Club, 1393 Oso-
waw Blvd, The ueed to raise nnu-
ey is great, Bowman said, but do-
natlons are down because of the
coastal flood lnst March,

She saitl the library lost about
1,000 books in the foed that the
directora are (rying lo replace.
However, atap her wish list is a
space hwater, “Chns got culned in
the foml,” Bowmas said.

In addition, the libvary ueeds
houks, furniture, additinnal volin-
teers and cash donations.

Anyone wanting to donate
items for the flea matket, or who
would like 1o make other dona-
tiong, can call Bowwman at
507-1480. ltems for the flea mar-
ket also may be dropped off at the
comtunity club,
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Aripeka tale resumes to aid library

m The telling of Lila
Bowman’s mystery was
interrupted by the 1993
no-name storm. Now the rest
of the story willbesoldata
fund-raiser.

By KIM GILMORE
Times Staff Writer

ARIPEKA — When the story left
off, Daelee Carroll, who took a year off
from teaching to rethink her life, was all
in a tizzy.

While canoeing in Hammock Creek
near Aripeka, Daelee overheard some
men arranging a drug exchange. She
also found a portion of a treasure map
floating in the water showing where a
reward was buried.

Fearful, Daelee telephoned her
friend Terry and asked her to visit for a
while. Then she called the sheriff.

“It certainly sounds like you have
hit upon a real mystery, Miss Carroll,”
the sheriff told Daelee.

The same could be said of Hernando
and Pasco residents who started read-
ing Lila Bowman’s short story, Mystery
in Aripeka.

. The story, which ran as a serial for a
short time in the Aripeka Public Library
newsletter, was interrupted by the no-
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Bowman will sell her short story ata
flea market Saturday and Sunday.

name storm in March 1993. Bowman
said the remaining chapters were never
published because the newsletter was
discontinued.

“Everybody was waiting for the
next issue, waiting for what was going
to happen,” she said.

The manuscript, which had been

stored under a bed in Bowman's water-
front home in Aripeka, was damaged
badly in the storm.

“It was all soaked and floating,"’ said
Bowman, 54, who microwaved the
pages and then set them aside.

For four years, readers have been
left in the lurch, wondering what hap-
pened to young Daelee and how the
mystery unfolded.

“We were all piqued and preoccu-
pied,” said Carl Norfleet, who read the
opening installments of Bowman’s sto-
ry. “‘So what happened?”

No need to wonder anymore.

At the suggestion of her husband,
Bowman plans to peddle copies of her
48-page short story to help raise money
for the struggling Aripeka library.

Copies will be for sale at the li-
brary’s annual fund-raising flea market
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday at the library, 18834 Rosemary
Road. Bowman had not decided on the
cost, but said the story probably would
sell for $3 or $3.50.

The story also will be for sale at
several Aripeka businesses.

““We’re not trying to get rich on this
deal,” said Bowman, who hopes story
sales will generate a portion of the $600
the library needs to stay afloat. “It’s a
very historical place, and I would hate
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to see it go under.”

Established in the late 1950s,
the Aripeka library has survived
more than 38 years without any
tax dollars or grant money. Except
for a set of encyclopedias, all of the
books in the library were donated.

But the library has not fared
well since the no-name storm and
might have to close if more money
is not raised. About 1,000 books
were destroyed in the 1993 flood
and have yet to be replaced. Also,
hours have been reduced to the
point that the library is open only
from 2 to 4 p.m. Wednesdays.

Volunteers are counting on
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proceeds from the flea market to
buy new books and keep the library
open. The event has long been the
library’s major source of income,

Mystery in Aripeka may help
change that.

Bowman began writing the
short story in 1990 as a hobby, and
it took nearly a year to complete. It
wasn't until later that she saw it as
a way to expand the newsletter’s
circulation.

“I thought it would get more
people interested in reading the
newsletter,” she said.

It did.

“We all had local conversations
about it,” said Norfleet, who lives a
stone’s throw from the library.
“There was a lot of literary li-
cense, because (Bowman's) a ro-
mantic anyway."’

Bowman said people were al-
ways waiting for the next install-
ment, “so that kept me going.”

People were always stopping
her, she said, to ask her how the
mystery unfolded.

The story, which is set in famil-
iar surroundings, consists of a se-
ries of not-so-subtle clues that lead
to a surprise discovery.

“There’s a little romance in it,
too,” said Bowman's husband,
Paul, 82. “I think she’s setting
herself up for a sequel.”

The Bowmans said they used
their own money to publish the
short story and relied on the ser-
vices of Aripeka resident John O'-
Connor, who edited, typeset and
designed the story’s cover for free,

“"We couldn’t have done it

without him,” Mrs. Bowman said,

After the flood, Mrs, Bowman
said, she and her husband sold
their 10-year home in Aripeka and
moved to the Heather, on U.S. 19
north of Weeki Wachee.

Still, she wants to see the Ari-
peka library thrive,

“We loved Aripeka, which is
why we remained involved in the
library,” she said.

Bowman said she and other
volunteers are determined to help
save the tiny library and hope to
have it declared a historic site.

In addition to offering books for
the public, she said, the volunteers
gather there each week to share
home-baked goodies.

“We have a lot of fun there,”
she said,



Short story brings acclaim
for author, money for library

By KIM GILMORE

Bowman relished her celebrity status at

Timos Statf Writer

i ARIPEKA — Lila Bowman is, in her
-own right, a bestselling author. And she is
Jlearning firsthand that loss of anonymity is
‘the price of fame.

Since her 48-page short story, “Mys-
‘tery in Aripeka,” went on sale last week-
-end, Bowman has amassed a loyal following,
.and she is constantly being recognized in
:public places: the landfill, the doctor’s of-
fice, the beauty salon, and the annual fund-
‘raising flea market at the Aripeka Public
Library.

“She had 'em lined up there, and they
all wanted her autograph,” boasted Paul
Bowman, Lila’s husband.

the annual fund-raiser Saturday and Sunday
in Aripeka, where she sold nearly 175
copies of her story and helped raise $1,113
for the library. About $600 was needed to
assure that the library could pay its bills and
remain open.

In the past, volunteers at the library,
which relies solely on donations and fund
raising, have raised an average of $400 at
the flea sale.

“It was my 48 hours of fame,” said
Bowman, who added that the story’s sales
surpassed her wildest dreams. She contin-
ues to receive requests for it.

Copies are for sale for $3.50 at Nor-
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fleet’s Fish Camp on Osowaw Boule-
vard in Aripeka,

The story, which ran as a serial
for a short time in the Aripeka li-
brary’s newsletter, was interrupted
and the manuscript damaged by the
no-name storm in March 1993. Bow-
man said the remaining chapters
were never published because the
newsletter was discontinued.

Through the years, readers con-
tinued to ask Bowman how the story
unfolded. Mr. Bowman suggested
that his wife sell copies of the final

version to help raise money for the

library.

" So far, the story has been a big
it.

“To have people say they really
like it, that's the best thing,” Bow-
man said.

What'’s more, Bowman'’s generos-
ity spawned an outpouring of commu-
nity support for the library. Dozens of
people have donated money and
books. Some have volunteered their
time to help keep the library open.

“‘Also we had a few people join the
library who wouldn’t normally have
joined,” she said.

Bowman said some proceeds from

the flea market and story sales will
help pay for repairs to the library.
The roof is leaking, and the carpet
needs to be shampooed, she said.

“The overhang is rotted out, and
we need to get that fixed,"” Mr. Bow-
man said.

Meanwhile, Bowman is contem-
plating a sequel, a romantic mystery
with an uncertain title,

“It would probably be something
in Aripeka,” she said. “If this thing
would take off, we'd like to get an
extra room built on the library (for
storage).

“It's the best thing that's hap-
pened to the library in a long time."”



