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SUITED and booted 
business moguls and 
visitors lined up at 

the Bahrain International 
Exhibition and Convention 
Centre in Sanabis for the 
networking and deal-breaking 
annual Gulf Industry Fair.

Held under the patronage of 
Prime Minister Prince Khalifa 
bin Salman Al Khalifa, the eighth 
edition of the three-day exhibition 
attracted approximately 3,200 
visitors and proved once again to 
be a hotbed for companies in the 
industrial sector to congregate. 

The fair remains one of the 
largest annual business-to-business 
(B2B) shows in the northern Gulf. 
Organised by Hilal Conferences 
and Exhibitions (HCE), it attracted 
companies from around the world.

A variety of innovative 
products were showcased last 
week alongside solutions and 
services to expand commerce 
in zones such as environmental 
protection, industrial processes 
and manufacturing, industrial 
safety and security, alongside 
strong sectors including aluminium 
production and energy.

There were 62 exhibitors with 19 
countries represented through their 
products and 59 companies – 95 

per cent of the exhibitors – flying 
the flag for Bahrain alone. 

To highlight its popularity, 35 
companies returned from previous 
shows and 10 confirmed deals 
were reported, with Alwardi 
securing the largest contract for an 
unspecified sum with Apex Plastic 
Industries to transport material to 
neighbouring Saudi Arabia. 

Exhibition director Ahmed 
Suleiman said: “Most of the 
visitors come for several reasons. 
One is to meet with existing 
suppliers and clients and they are 
also looking for new business 
opportunities and products they 
can market. Another reason is to 
find new ideas for products and 
suppliers for their projects.”

The fair has acquired support 
from major players such as 
Aluminium Bahrain (Alba), 
Bahrain Petroleum Company 
(Bapco) in association with 
National Oil & Gas Authority, 
First Bahrain (Al Majaal) and the 
British Offset Office. This year, 
the fair also garnered support from 
sector supporters AMA (Industrial 
Processes and Manufacturing) and 

ASRY (Ports and 
Maritime).

There was an 
array of new 
features this year, 
including a virtual 
exhibition that 
offered information 
about participating companies, 
training and workshops and 
iTech for industry, which links IT 

companies to industrial companies.
For more details visit www.
gulfindustryfair.com

Melting pot of top industries

B2B SHOW: Business moguls and visitors check out products, solutions 
and services and, below, HRH the Premier cuts the ribbon
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Sofitel Bahrain Zallaq105 Zallaq Highway, Zallaq area  Kingdom of Bahrain • +973 17 636363WWW.SOFITEL.COM

Magnifique Romance14th February 2015
“Experience the romance, luxury and seduction at the Award-winning seafood restaurant in Sofitel Bahrain. La Mer restaurant will be hosting an exclusive and intimate evening with breathtaking views of the Arabian Gulf. Entice the senses and indulge, on Saturday 14th February,  in a uniquely prepared set menu for BD78 net per couple”.
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BATELCO has been presented 
with the Best Company for 
Corporate Governance Bahrain 
2014 award by Global Banking & 
Finance Review. The awards were 
created to identify industry leaders 
and organisations that represent 
the benchmark of achievement and 
best practice in the financial and 
business world. 

Batelco was awarded for its 
outstanding achievements in 
adhering to high standards in 
corporate governance and its 
commitment to corporate social 
responsibility during 2014. 

Batelco Group general manager 
corporate affairs Ahmed Al Janahi 
received the award for Batelco 
from Global Banking & Finance 
Review production co-ordinator 
Noel O’Leary in London recently. 
Mr Al Janahi said: “We are 
extremely honoured for Batelco 
and the kingdom to receive such 
recognition. Winning the Best 
Corporate Governance award 
confirms Batelco’s high corporate 
standards and transparency.”

Batelco honoured
ACHIEVEMENT: Mr Al Janahi, left, 
receives the award


