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George Walker

Over the course of a long career, the American
produced works as individual as they were
immaculately crafted, says Elizabeth de Brito

nnE Composer ol the Week
R is broadast vo lLedio 3
al Lpo, Muontay Lo

Friclay. Programimes in July are

27 Jiie =1 Jaly Billy Steaghorn

A-H July Tonie cle Franes: Hamean
1-15July Towrde Franee: Montgernult
1822 Jaby Tour de Framee: Ravel

25-24 July Beethoven

George Walker s style

I}Flmrllml
individualist
‘Walker
eachewed
agsociation with

andd his music s
uncategorisable
by distinet
musical
schoola. He didn't include his
graduation plecs, & violin sonata,

In his catRnEue &5 It sounded too
much like Brahrms'. Each piece was
desgned to be unigue. sounding
riathing like fis pravious works.

Increasing complaxity His music is
that of an elegant mastercraftsman,
highty detailed with @ hamaonic
language that becomes increasingly
complex: with age. Butin his music

there is nothing overly emballished or

ornate — only that which sarves the
precise sucture of the pisce.

Counterpeint and chromaticism
‘Walker combines anintense
obsession with counterpoint with
an uneomwenbonal display of
shromaticism. Almost never truly
serial or atonal. devices include
octatonic scales jusad in his
wind ensemble picoe Cameas) and
quartal hanmonios.,
Musical quotations Walker's music
contains frequent guotations
from spiriluals, jazz and folk
music in brillianthy subllc weees,
Instead of overt references, he
disguises them with fhythmic
diversions, reharmonisations and
cmbellistnents (such as Solitwde
i Duke Ellington, abowe, in his
Piano Goneerto),
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surge Walker boasts v of LUhe
lonrgest compositivnal carcers in
istory, writing well inte his 90,

orassquintets, wind quintets, song oycles
and more. He wrote most extansiy
though, tar stringed instruments,
aViclin Coneartoand Cello Concertn,
as For callo, violin and viola and two
string quartets to his name.

Bt as well as heing an extracrdinary
compasar and musician, hewas a
trailhlazar for hlack people. Racizm

il

down a schelarship o Howard Universily
iksell b chose instoad o study away from
hwome et Oberlin Conservatory, Ghio, Lo

doing so, he becams not only the your
ot also bhe

_L'=-|..

nly black student at the

titution, the first of many
ahich he would tread a
nllivar,

path tor others tc
swith their intention ot
rert pianist— andona

1t Walker entered
ff'l'u'l |;||| ng histime there, hawas
c:{|'.-.1-'4*.rl to some ntthe g pianists af
thezge, including Rachrmanino,
saw pertorm live in 19935 in'a memaorahle
coneart” that left a graat impression.
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Racism would offer numerous setbacks,
derailing Walker’s career as a concert pianist

o selbacks duriong
his lifi-time, derailing his careeras s
it arst e anE |"g||-_' would

would oller ruzms

Pl
conzislent ]y stougele for his warls Lo be

L Bul povw Lhial wee e i s

LY WAL, 5 O Ieeord ings erocngs
lurmn...h_ and studivs invrease,

I y Willoer can coter the
curon a5 one of the greatest American
COMPMISETS s trulv recognised
‘ashingtom (2,

2T @raw up in a supportive, nurburing
houszhold fu his tather a well
respected Io
".-i.';::n |'I'.;In

onsatthe .l;.'-. af fiv

3 TIzician l‘|IIT:“_.‘ chreh servicas, Turning

performance opportunities, and al his
s recital |||_'J_|| | Tehaikeos ky s Farst
Pizno Concerlo wilh
orchiesin, rece sLaimeling ovalion
Treny [he wl.LuJ...,.-u il |.|.|L\.r|.|:|h
compositon with Burmand Lock n.u-l b
alsuwrole his
piano and Bespo
After greduating with hone
hewent on to attend the Curtis Instibute
ink t..;d-.rn; studying piano
iom with

1E ConsSErvalory

Rosario Scalero and orel
Giian Carlo Merottl, Among the
friends ke made there were the felloar
futurs pianists Walter Hautzig, Jacob
Sevmiour Lipkin, who wruld
sonduct the d premiare of his
mipy in WME — ariginglly part
rimg Chaartet M 1 written s -
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a p.--d;;'r. duate. i ild goon o hecome

Walker lett Cu 15 with twa
artist diplomas in piane and composition,
that same vear giving his debut rec
Torarn Hall in New York in 2 programma
that included his cwn Piano Sonata

W Twoweee ks latar, hiz debotarith the
Philadalphia Orchestra, in Rachmaninoes
Third Fiana Coneerin undar Eugsans
Chrmanads, ol lowed., Yet, despite these
touih, dus to
=0 el oo erl
it 11 had

Thad dese,

] i lely.
Lgifled plane student
that, vet they
were the anes Uhal gol mansgeoment, [went
Lo Eurcpe aned played inseven counlries
becawse [ lhought it '-u.u.l.I-J.h,..
coneerts tu.'n.' ll-.llr

SUCDESS
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Tnis race, T ook me e
ctgernenily be Jaler e
| Lds W ||-., bz l.|""l.
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v, though,
] plav met

ffact of tollow-up concerts Ty can
nie mamantum. And becausa [ was

hlack, |

s ldn't get either major or minor dates.”
In the meantime, the studies contimaed,

asdid thetrailblazing, After bacoming
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thetirst African Americ
toearn a doctor, 1r|:~ it Me

Muzicin 1956, he '-n*lu.vl
bright fellowshin
Tmr dy-with Nadia
Boulangerin Paris. “You are
acompnser! proclaimed the
legendary pedagogue at his
First lesson, descrilving his

“You are a composer!
proclaimed Nadia
Boulanger at Walker’s
first lesson in Paris

Pz Sonals Mo, 2 as g master piecd’, She

would bevomme an impertant menlor
The 1960 saw the bL".[InIJ'.,J[k\ h-:ll.

wonld be a lony

(s} du::l.m-.: e
,and in 1594 he won

Shamber
for piann (his only
ergrs tor clarinat and
piaTi 'mrl his Bacomd Srring Choartet. And

Taking netas; (M) Gacrgs Waller walabms on
as James DaPresl arel the Il Orchesira
rehearse his Siedosia He. 3, 2007; {balow] the
ComMposer's som, violnist Grogory Walker

o hier suie
tallimssh I and a
at the Uni
b

o with a Gug
izitor prodfessorshin
W Calor Viefore he

[ terred poofiessor al Rutgers

v '|~.|I'.- in
nlil bis .,I_||1_'|| :
T! was in 1971
birthiday

wilh
ivonic CDE Masterworks serics included o
ofhis Trombone Concerto and
v, performed bey the LSC
under Paul Fr

tahlizhed wit
m of commi
wonald comtimae th
the rest ofhislife 1
tha Mational End o "m"n nf’
the Arts commissinned his

Piano Concerto, premia
tha Minneapnolis Symph
ani

Ty
Yanl Freeman and later
racorded by Hinderas, Hewias
alace great v respected by Fallow

[rianizts such as Leon Bates,

whiocormumissicnesd and prem kred his

Third Tiana s A 1076 il Frege
Mo, who commissioned his Fourlh
aler rscord
TLajur W
as hjal cllu I"Lnl.-.rlﬁ comnmissioned
s Ehee Mew Yok Philhacmonie, and Ax
Lirstwrioss Qv diere, coanenissioned Ly his
alima toaler the Eastioan Sclool,

Ilwas i 1905 Unal L Buoslon Symphony
commissicned hiom o wrile a piver [or
urchestra hom JUIJ',;,'.I:["'"I“I'.

orala

.:"T W |-»h1r.,'r::n I)( 'ﬂ:n T
ap 17 _Il.ll'll":.af nrae

acnmpnser botn a nd T"‘I-v-"l'l n '|'|F city.
n octoganarian, Walkar's
innal matputtock on greater




Early days:
Wialker sbudles
& soore, 1941

innovations after his retirement from
tezching, His extraordinary Vislin

Concerto of 2004 a present for his
som Liregory, an eminent violinist and
composer who would goon to record it
with the Philadelphia Crehestra, Walker
tollowared this upwith another gitt tor
Gregory in 2011: the short hut intansa
ancnre Bew. Farily connectinns aere
important to the composer, whose 1971
faras written in his grandmother's
rnemiory and whose 11 Padme tor violin
and ooe hastta was dedicatad to his mother,
Tn 20017, a vear betora his death, the
A5-vear-cld Wialker saw a Jifalong dream
fulfilled when Chineke! performed the
UK premiere of hisl ¥ fiagr ol Hhee
BEC Pranms, Mearly 7
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Wisiong, whach, spurred by the Charleslon
mzssacre, combines Waller's own spolen

siraina [}-_‘--.'.-\"I'l_||
Leibte to Lhe vielims
Thisyear 27 June  marks the 10010
anndversary ol L birth ol George Walker,
whose remarkable varecr ook him [oom s
visuthful piano prodigy o @ nonagenarian
gemius of composition:| complexity.
Thanks not least to Albany Hecor
with whom he enj
relatinns 2

wch of it performed

by Gregory, its finest interpreter. His
centen -aris surely the perfect Hme
gxplore hiz life, music znd lepacy as one of
the great American composers. @

EEE  Ceonge Walkers Variations
PIT}T]‘I S jor Chohestro, Trambone
Cancerfogna Lilocs ove performed af Hhe
Proms on 26 fully I Awgust oo 2 Sept

1946

LIFE; A5 & graduats student at the
Curtis Institute, b composes his
Lrit far Steings, originally entitled
‘Lameenl’ andd intended as the second
movernent af his String Quartet Mo, 1.
TIMES: The infshitants of the Biking
Atedl growp of islands in the Pasil
are torzibly relacated to allaw tor
Cperation Crossimsds, a palr of
muclear weapans tesis, to be carried

cut by the LIS,
1982

LIFE: Thiz Mo
ork Phitharmonic
COMMiSSions

and performs his
Gl Gomter i,
wilh Lorne Munroe
s soloisl, He
Aber revigas The worke and reditles it
moverments Tor Callo and Crchestra,
TIMES: The L5 Businessiean and
jourmalist Al Meuharth launches (154
Towtay. The newspapens use of

colour piios and graphics attracts
S Crlics, bul Soon proves o
rmiajar game-changer.

2018

LIFE: Having continued composing
well into his tenth decade, ha dies
agad 96 in Montciar, Maw larsay.
Hex it buried in the Lown's Mounl
Hebron Cemetary.

TIMES: InSight, MASAs Interior
Exploralion using Seismic
rivisligations, Goodesy amd Heat
Transort ¢ irch robol, ks al
Ehvsium Planitia on Mars.
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LIFE: Georgs Walker is borm on 27 June
in Washington 0.C. His father George is
a doctor who emigrated from Jamaics,
where his own father was a slave.
TIMES: At a ceremony in Washington
D.C.. farmer US president William H Taft
dedicates the recenty completed Lineoln
Memaorial and presents it to the current
president, Warran G Harding.

1960

LIFE: He marries the Ganadian pianist
and musicaloglst Helen Siemens. &
devoted champlon of black composers
and, liks him, a
Fulbright sacholar
and pupll af
Nadia Boulanger.
TIMES: Falloing
B wsit to Africa,
the British prime
milnister Hanold
Wacmiftan makes
his “Winds of
Change’ speech,
signalling the
Imminent iIndependencs of several
calonies inthe continant.

1996

LIFE: He wins thie Pulitesr Privee Tor Music
T i Whitrman setling Liacs for Soprard
and orchesira, becoming e firs] e
African-Amencan compaser to do so.
TIMES: &f the Sumemer Qiwnpics in
Atlanta, US sprinter Michasl Jofingon wins
the mean's A0m and 200m, breaking
thewarld recosd with & time of 159,32
seconds inthe latter event.
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