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ling; Blade Runner (1982) has emerged as a cult classic and made its way into
cinema'’s canon. Tron never found love with either audiences or critics, both
of whom found the story uninvolving and the characters bland.5 Unlike Blade
Runner, it has not had a critical or cult renaissance, though Disney is hoping
that at the least the brand name conjures up enough nostalgia to spark interest
in the long-in-coming sequel, Tron Legacy (2010),

What the movie is largely remembered for is its tie-in with the popular
arcade game that it spawned —which, like the movie, featured the famous
“light eycle” sequence—and with the relatively brief golden age of arcade games
- in general.® Tron tried to capitalize on the video game craze both at the level
of merchandising/marketing (again following in the trailblazing steps of
George Lucas and company) and within the narrative itself] as the movie's
hero, Kevin Flynn (Jeff Bridges), survives and eventually triumphs within the
virtual world largely because of his skills at arcade games.”

Not surprisingly, given Hollywood’s inclination towards formula, the par-
allels between 7ron and Star Wars go beyond the movies’ innovation of special
effects technology and merchandising tie-ins. Like Lucas’s groundbreaker,
Tron attempts to marry the new effects to classical sci-fi themes and narrative
features, including good vs. evil; class struggle; revolt against totalitarianism;
and the quest story. Like Star Wars—and a lot of science fiction, including
Cyberpunk, one genre to which 7ron helongs—the movie is schizophrenic in
its approach to technology (particularly advanced weaponry). It fetishizes it
at the same time that it spins a cautionary tale about its dehumanizing dangers;
it vilifies it but asserts it as a necessary tool of the Eurocentric West to maintain
liberal democracy over Totalitarianism. :

Though Szar Wars takes place in a “galaxy far, far away” and Tron is set
largely in a virtual world inside a computer, both narratives concern three
scrappy heroes—two young men and a young woman—who embark on a jour-
ney to battle an evil overlord and make the galaxy/virtual world safe for regular
freedom-loving folk. Though I will later show that, despite the nominal story
of class conflict, Tron’s heroes are actually fighting to preserve advanced cap-
italistn for whiteness, which in this essay is being used as a critical category
and discussed as a cultural construct that “secures its dominance by seeming

not to be anything in particular,” as Richard Dyer writes.? Building on Dyer's
work, George Lipsitz argues
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In asserting how whiteness is represented in Tron, I argue that the movie per-
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