
PHYSICIANS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS:  

U.S. Border 
Crisis Integrated 
Campaigns
Physicians for Human Rights (PHR) uses medical evidence to 

document human rights abuses worldwide. One issue they have 

been heavily involved with in the last year is the crisis at the U.S. 

border. To raise awareness and garner support for this vital work, 

we developed an integrated campaign in the fall (specifically 

around the 2018 midterm elections) focused on family separation 

and detention.
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DONATION FORM

MODAL

Website Component

Through a variety of channels—including a modal, donation form, direct mail letter, email appeals, and 

social posts—we called on supporters to fight the Trump administration’s “zero tolerance” policy and 

stand up for immigrant families seeking asylum. 
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PLEDGE

After a young girl tragically died at a border detention center, we sent out a petition urging Congress 

to open an investigation into this child’s death and pleaded with the Trump administration to 

#PrioritizeLivesNotWalls. We followed up with a series of emails, including one that detailed the 

inhumane conditions PHR physicians witnessed at a detention center in Texas. 

Website Component
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EMAILS

Digital Fundraising & Communications
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CAROUSEL POST

SINGLE POST

Social Media
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LABEL

Throughout 2018 and 2019, we kept PHR supporters updated on the border crisis—and when the one-

year anniversary of Trump’s family separation policy coincided with PHR’s fiscal year end, we knew it was 

the perfect opportunity to take action. 

Utilizing the fiscal year deadline of 6/30 and a budget fundraising goal of $12,726, we urged PHR’s 

dedicated supporters to help PHR protect human rights in the upcoming year—not only at the U.S. border, 

but in Sudan, Syria, Myanmar, Yemen, and more.

Website Component
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EMAILS

Digital Fundraising & Communications

The digital campaign built upon a large-scale advocacy campaign—and asked petition signers to take the next 

step in protecting asylum seekers by making a donation to PHR. 

A countdown clock on the donation form and select components ramped up the urgency—and messaging came 

from a variety of signers, including an email from a PHR physician, an internal message from the organization’s 

Director of Finance and Administration about the budget goal, and a FOMO/roll-call email to stress the 

urgency of funding PHR’s work, as well as make it as easy as possible for the donor to complete their gift.


