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Between two worlds

Many Inland children are their immigrant families’ English translators
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Recoverin

SPANISH: Inland Latinas who

~ have spoken only English

- strive io master the language
of their ancestors.
 BY SHARYN ORSATZ

I THE FAEAS ENTEATRISE

SAN BERMARDING - Yictoria Echols
sat at the kitchen table with hey
great-aunt, who was fradl from can
oer.

Echols wanted so badly Lo say
something Kind, something coms-
forting. But the language barricy
stlenoed her

*“The only thing 1 could do was
hold her hand, baw her and tedl hey
Hloved her,” sald Echols, » 22-your-
old Colon resident “It was so
hard.”

Echols bad never learmed Span
s, the lanpuage of her great-aunt,
grandparents and great-grandpar-
enls Mexican immigrants who
came 10 work the telds of Caltfor
nia im the 1920s

The frustration pushed Echols to
enrall In & comversational Spanish
ciass Al a comounity oolloge,
where she found other Hispanics

. brying Lo recover words Jost over

the gencrabions
Experts across the country report

- that & growing number of second

and third-gesorstion Latines are
hitting the books Lo Jearn the las
guage of thedr ancestors.

 "An awakening”

“I think there's an swakening
among Hispandcs regarding the -
portapce of Spanish.™ sald Fred
Diaz, 67, & Spanish-language in-
structer from Kiverside who teach
es Echols” class at San Bernardino
Valley College.

Many Latino famalies with loag
histories in the United States have

lost thelr native eguage throsgh
intermarriage, moves 10 elhnicslly

- mixed saburbs or schooling that
- once bannod or discournped Span-
ish language experts say.

¢ their culture

DAVIOBAUMAN | THIETRIAS ENTIAMAIY

Victoria Echoli of Colton, whose grandpacents and great-grandpacents
iremigrated 1o California from Mexico i the 19203, never leamed Spasish.

She has envolied in 2 Spanish dass at San Bermardino Valley College.

The Latinos’ situation 15 not
unique, sccording 10 researchers
who trace langusge losses among
other early mmigrant waves, be
they Eastern European Jews whose
grundchildren can™ understand
Yiddish folk seogs or Halian tmoms-
grants whose descondants stragyle
1o read A rostaurant menu

Bul the recent Latiso lmmigration
tworm bas made Spanish more pop
ulag — even hip — as its influence
spreads into pop music, fast-food
advertising and presidential
apeehes

A 2000 Census Bureau survey ¢s-
timates that nearly 26 percent of
Caltfornia residests age 5 and older
speak Spanish at bome. Kiverside
and San Bernardino coumties are 38
percent Hispanic, but beeal lan-
paage statiticg wont be released
untl neat year,

Some second-, third. and fourth.
generation Latinos say they find
themselyves expected to speak

Spanksh and feel asdameod that they
canmd

There are no national statistics
showing bow many Lalimos are {ok.
ing Spamish classes, experts say.
But Diaz =284 more Hisganic sta
dents are taking his classes at
Riverside Commmmity College and
San Bernardino Valley College.
Professors nt other colleges and
universities report simtlar trends.

Spanish's appeal

Indand Latinos who take Spasish
clusses cite a variety of motivations
for thelr stodies. Some hope to land
better Jobs, to redisoover their her
nage of 1o be able to comverse with
Spanish speaking relatives.

Echols said ber San Bermardino
born mother never learned Spanish
asachildbecanse she spest much of
ber e with Back nedghors while
ber widowed mother was cleaning
Dotrses bo support the Damily .

PLEASESEX SPANISH, SACKPAGE
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© Were snting against the rvins of &
bathooom wall i the vacant grass ot
where Kitodo Bved with two other street
Kids. [t had ssarted 10 Srtazle. Kinole, 1S,
Was orying as we talked for two hours
about what s dead mother woold wast
for him = Ms life aad Dow she would
foel 3ot him sleeping in the dushes mnd sniffisg
shoe gine. He corsidered poing to Bve iz 2 Catholic
bays home nearby, where 3¢ could learn 10 read and
practice a trade

it Feit like a breakihrocgh in my work with Knolo,
ooe of 25 kids workiag on the streets of the
Paragoaymn city of Saa Locenso, my US, Peace
Corps assgnment sile in South America. We had
pever realy talked like thix before, and he dugged
e when § lelt

But throsghoet the following days, weoks and
moaths, he sald only abount 19 words 10 e Or
shrupged when | visited 2im ot the street comer
wheotv he washed the windows of cars and duses
walting at the stoplight. When 1 fintshed my two
years of service 12 the Urban Youth Development
program, Kitodo was still warking on the stroets and
NS 1aken up smokcng martyuana datly with his
(reads

Thos Drestration, the frequent feclings of
iEpotesce, was one of the toughest thiags for e 10
ACCOePt during my Peace Corps servige

| D@ 000t sucoesses oo, aad 11 tell mare aboct
themn later, 'm still glad 1 wear to Paragusy. 1 came

As # Peace Corps yoluttoet. Sharyn ORsatz helped GIh-graders paint & workd mag on ther sc800! In the low Icome neighborhoed of
mm\mm.mu.mnmnnwmmmnmmwm
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Kitodo, 15, washed windabielde. slept In & vacant
ot and Ealved about wanting 2 Detter Me.

et o o e, o,

NEW MEXICAN

Dothe moce rmature, more realistic and feeling much
mare alive

Like most valanteers, | joned the Pesce Corp
hoping to make the world a better place. At age 26.1
had werked in joumaliam for four years, nciudng
three af The New Mexican, wrtiag adout teess In
trouble, in gangs, rutaing away from home, peting
Mrrested, getting peegnast, droppisg ost of school,
sways puling themseives doon | wvanted o sep
DEISE A2 cOserver aad start gettisg myolved

| bad ancther sowspaper Job offer at the time my
Feade Corps Service invitation arrived. Friends and
COWOrRers argued that ] 2ad my whole life to siz
PRINS 2 DOWSIOO Oesi, BOW was 1he Lime o try
the Peace Corps

Thare are S0 vodumteers from New Mexico
Surrently serving in the U S, Peace Corpa, which
affers agricelogral, health, busmess, education snd
efvirenmental projects .1 T8 develoging countries
throughout the world

1 was locky: 11 aden it The Urban Yours
program differs from the imape most peogle have
of Peace Corps volunteers livisg solated
meoustain viSapes, stuck deep In the ungle of
stranded in farming toans | Lved in & poor, dirt-
road barrio of Parsguay’s second-larpest city, | bad
a tmy bouse I 2 family’s back yard, with s indocr
Datroom, cemoat Noory asd as clectiric ot -water
shiwer dunirapticn

"o e CORPS, Poge £2
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WATER

CONTINUED FROMAY
border. The migrants cross
through harsh, rocky tlerrain
They walk for miles to a pre-
arranged location o be picked
up. But their hired guides some-
times ged lost or abandon them.

Hunter, 46, 2 Poway resident,
grew frustrated reading about
migrant deaths in the paper.

“There was no one really try-
ing to help them out™ said
Hunter, a scientist and inventor
whose father, Robert Hunter,
was a prominent Riverside-area
bullder and whese brother is
Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El
Cajenr. “The average person
who has a decent life and likes
themsalf would not et some-
body die in fromt of them.”

Hunter started the project in
2000. Now a dozen regular vol
unteers maintain 300 water sta-
tions scattered about a half-mdle
Lo 6 miles apart.

Donations pay for 1-gallon
jugs of water, which are stacked
in cardbaard boxes and marked
with blue flags. Hunter bought
55-gallon drums for heavily used
water stations. Border Patrol
ageats and forest rangers bhelp
the group map the trails where
migrants cross and somelines

Volunteers from across South-
ern California gather each
weekemnd to check and refill the
stations, sometimes In tempera-
tures near 120 degrees

THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE

SILVIA FLORES / THE PRESS ENTERAPNISE
John Hunter holds a global positioning system unit as he drives in
the Carrizo Canyon area in Imperial County.

“Now we know how they feel,
because almost every 20 min-
utes we'd get some water,” sad
Eddie Baxter, 19, a Cal State San
Bernardino student who volun-
teered with his brother Amho-
ny- this summer. Vandals
drained several of the 55-gallon
tanks sometime betwoen June
28 and Jume 50,

“It’s obviously an intentional
act. It's a very remote road”
said Jim McKenna, acting ser-
geant of the local San Diego
County sherifl's station. But a
delay in reporting the vandal-
ism erasad any prints, tire
tracks or other chies

Hunter has cut open the 55-gal-
lon tanks, now using them as
containers for 20 sealed, one-

gallon jugs

Perilous journey

Moreno Valley immigrant
advocate Luz Maria Ayala estl-
mates that 30 percent to 40 per-
cent of her clients have crossed
the deserted border. She said
the Water Stations projoect is

“inspired by God."

Jose Francisco Samchwez, a
married father with two boys, is
working with Ayala’s organiza-
tson to get his green card But he
nearly died on a June cross-bor-
der jJourney 15 years ago. Smug-
glers told his group the trek
would take hours. But the
guide led the crossers astray,
stranding them in the desert for
two days. One of the guides
who el to get water never
returned

“It was hot as an oven, suffo.
cating. There was nowhere to
shade yoursell from the sun”
recalled Sanchez, 36, a Winches-
ter handyman.

Of the 13 who embarked on the
trek (0 California, only seven
arrived, he sald

Opponents of Hlegal Immigra-
tion Say migrants are responsi
bie for the risks they take

It would be better for people in
the long run to wait in their

home countries for permission
to immigrate legally, said Jim
Batley, a Lake Elsinore oom.
struction worker. “There's a ot
of people trying to come here
legally who are being stepped
over.”

The water project invites
crossers, Balley said. “l think
it’s sending a wrong message.”

U.S. Border Patrod agemt Dion-
0 Delgado applawds the effort
to save lives. Delgado, spokes-
man for the El Centro regicn,
blamed smugglers, who collect
$1.500 1o $2,000 & head, for entic
ing mmigrants to cross.

Efforts continue

Border Patrol search-andres-
cue teams, Including agemts
from the Temecuta station, have
saved more than 1,740 people
this fiscal year. The agency also
enbisted Mexican pop stars Lo
record warnings aboul the dan-
gers of crossing.

Water station volunteers hope
0 stcure money and govem-
ment appeoval to set up an adds-
tional 700 water stations

San Diego activist Earique
Morones Careaga joined the
cffort last year and set up winter
stations with boxes of clothing,
blankeds, food and water.

Today, Morones plans fo
attend a memorial at the
Holtville gravesites of more
than 120 migrants who died
crossing the berder, He smd
only U.S-Mexico immigration
agroements will stop thedeaths.

“We know this is not the sohu-
tion,” be said.

Reach Sharyn Obsez ot (909) J68-5458
Or SOMAMIVDELOM




The costs of fake 1Ds

CRIME: Inland authorities
say illegal documents
compromise security and
disrupt lives.

BY SHARYN QISATZ,
DIANA CERVANTES AN

JORGE ARIZMENDI LOZA
THE PRESS-ENTERPRISE/LA PRENSA

The lmmigration and Natural-
ization Service plans to step up
enforcement against false docu-
ment sales in the Inland area
amid heightened public securi-
ty concerns.

Authorities have said they
believe document traders
across the country helped the
hijackers in the Sept. 11 terror-
ist attacks get driver licenses
and other identification that
they then used to open bank
accounts, rent cars and sneak
around the United States.

Since the attacks, the public
has been phoning in more tips
about such sales, the local INS
office reports.

A few thousand false docu-
ments are bought and sold each
year in Riverside and San
Bernardino counties, estimates
Jim Jones, assistant officer in
charge of the INS office in San
Bernardino. Hundreds of thou-
sands of false documents are

Maximum

Making, selling or possessing fakse 5 years in prison and/or
immigration documents $250,000 fine
Accepting of paying a bribe for a real driver license 4 years In prison
Possessing a fraudulently obtained real license 4 years in prison

and/or $10,000 fine
Possessing a counterfelt cense 1 year in jail or prison time
Selling or manufacturing counterfeit licenses 4 years in prison

SOURCES: 9.5, ATTORNEY'S OFFICE, CALFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEMICLES

BLOCKING: DMV takes steps 1o
prevent driver license fraud. AS

believed to be sold yearly in the
Los Angeles area, making it the
forgery hub of the West.

An underground market has
thrived iIn Riverside, Indio,
Corona, San Bernardino and
other Inland spots, according to
INS investigators. Jones said
the Inland trade has remained
constant over the years.

“Both counties are relatively
big and we can't be every-
where,” Jones said. “We're
aware of several sites where
they're selling. We've got more
than one case in the pipeline. . .
We do the best we can with what
we've got.”

THE PRESS-ENTENPRISE

The Inland INS office Is
recruiting a supervisor and one
enforcement agent to add to its
enforcement staff of 10. Irene
Martin, officer in charge of
Inland INS operations, said she
hopes the recently approved
national defense plans will pro-
vide money to fill five other
enforcement and criminal
investigation jobs vacant long
before Sept. 11.

Once the agents finish five
months of academy training,
Jones said, the public will see
more arrests and undercover
stings in the Inland area.

Documents for sale

Buyers usually find sellers by
PLEASE SEEDOCUMENTS, A4
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Changes

drive down fraud

PREVENTION: Californian’s
DMV s soaking it harder
0 counterien or fadseh
acquire a liceme.
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For six years a historian has been collecting stories
of workers who helped make a citrus empire.
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““You don’t have to worry about all your little
friends. You just have to worry about your car."’

CHREISTINA CARCIA
Lorerader

Lady
Lowri

‘We can be ju

By SHARYN OSSATZ
The New Mexcan

n orange, tinted-window Trams

Am wals at 2 Santa Fe

stoplight, Mankod by another

owTider, cugines revviag.
naline pumpng

The Light turns groen aad the Trans
Am takes off, Its Corvette eagine
roaring. It shows 10 let the other car
catch up. The driver's side window
rells Sown

Christina Carcia, with makeup asd
& hairdo oot o there, poeks out,
laughing as her male hwarider
challeager Goes a doude1ake mnd
“freads™

It's cae of thrills of driving, snd
oWning, 4 Custom car, sald Carcia 19,
who wall show off her car Sunday ot
the Peace in the SSreets Lowrider
Custoss Car sad Bike Show 1. The
show 2 » fend-raiser for The Rainbow
Prepect, 3 local gang prevention and
fervention program

Drivisg cars customized and
altered 2o rde low to the ground
oflen characterived a5 2 maco
endeaver - I3 becoming more
popelar with women, Carcia said

“The guys thisk they're betler s
everyihing.” Carcis sad “We can be
just as good ™

Indecd, s Chamayd lowrader lepend
Victor Martisez eaplaned, women
have always called the SSots 2 mech
of the design and deceration of their
Musbands” and boyirends’ cars

Martmes sadd e ovem recalls a2
all female car cheb i Abugeerge in
the 1990s.

1 give them credn,” he saxd,
ad&ng thal be feeds his 1979 Cadillec,
airbroaled with a pacture of the
santuano de Chimayd, beloags 1o his




st as good’

'Tu"'mwc:n hat the

1

Jwruder tradituwn cane fran
California 2o New Mexico ia the 19608

mm-h’:.lwm
meverzent. He raid mazy pecple have
told hitn Neotthers New Mexscar whe
wont 3 California for jobs in the
19300 and 1940y starsed the tread and
cmbtinued # whea they retwned

For Garcia, it was her odder sbater’s
boyfraead who got both her aad her
sivier hocked on the owridiag scone,

Thea, adout four years ago, ber
sisler contomized hor own Naver with
& sulticcleced paiat job, velvet
interioe aad pold rims and dumpers

Garcha’s boyfread gave her the
Trans Am ezt mosths ago after
had boen ncacly totalled in an
Cxdem.

1her car clud, Ascther Bad
Creation, like masy cehers, prodbits

Poase see LOWTIDER, Page 852

LOWRIDER

Continued from Page B 1

its membery from drinkng and
usiag drugs .

She washes her car three tirmes
8 weok, cryises downiown nescly
every eveniag, asd drives the car
along Albogoerqoee’s cruise stnp
0 1he weekends

“It feels naat.” she saod *Yeou

have everybedy looking af you
All the guys flirt with you "

She hay already woa prives a1 2

TWO Car shows

Garcia will B¢ one of an ext)
sated 4 wrider Car owners

for tropdies and
mnbrc fund raiser.

Marish Gaur, Raindow Project
Coordinator and organier of e
fandraiser, sad the event also
will featcre adout X) cumtemined
bicycles, plus soft drieks for sale

aad concerts by Sasta Fe rap
Band La Cosecta and tradnienal
New Mexico folk sisger Antona
Apadoca

Last year's evens raised about
$2.000 foe the program. which
hosted warkshops, traned peer

ter the competition, call Manish
Goer a1 B3935
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