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 Tot Time Classes 
begin June 18, call Emily for more info.

Fitness Classes  
begin June 25.

804 N.
Kingshighway, 
Perryville, MO 

547-1835

You’ll 
be glad 

you
did

Shop 
the so 
called 
sales then come get the real deal

Two die: 
gunshot 
wounds

Amanda Keefe
alkeefe8388@gmail.com

A possible murder-suicide — or a pos-
sible double-suicide, according to Perry 
County Sheriff Gary Schaaf — is being 
investigated after a male and female were 
found dead in a Highway E residence Fri-
day around 2:15 p.m.

Victims are Perryville residents Shawn 
Galeski, 36, and his girlfriend Jamie Cole, 
29.

Both died from a single gunshot wound 
to the head. They were found at Galeski’s 
residence, located at 3247 Highway E, in a 
locked room upstairs. A gun was located in-

Perry County Sheriff Gary Schaaf 
says it could have been a murder-
suicide of a man and woman.
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Pictured are those who made the Perry County veteran memorial wall possible. An 
official groundbreaking for the wall was held Friday at the Perryville City Park. From 
left: Paul Collins, Tom Nations, Norma Weinkein, Ruth Weinkein, Duane Ernst, Scott 
Sattler, Charles Hacker, Bernard Koetting, Vicki Lundy, Quint Robinson, William 
Green, Nancy Moore, Mayor Debbie Gahan and Mike Lundy. 

By Amanda Layton
alayton@perryvillenews.com

For the third year in a row, the people 
at Shining Stars preschool will be host-
ing an afternoon to promote getting dirty 
while learning at Super 
Sensational Saturday, 
and school director 
April Amberger said this 
year’s will be bigger and 
better than ever before. 

Also this Saturday is 
Bikers on the Square, 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
and lasting all day down-
town in Perryville, and 
the Girl Scouts “Feet for 
Heartbeats,” a 5K/10K 
family run/walk at 8 
a.m., at the Perry Park 
Center. (For more infor-
mation on these two events, check Thurs-
day’s Republic-Monitor.)

Saturday, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., chil-

Saturday to be 
‘sensational’

Want
More?
n Bikers on 
the Square, 
9:30 a.m. 
until late.
n Girl 
Scouts 
5K/10K 
run walk, 
8 a.m., at 
the Park 
Center.

See SATURDAY/PAge 6A

See DEATHS/PAge 5A

Super Sensational Saturday will be 
a special day for kids 10 and under, 
but there’s more for all to enjoy.

Ground broken for memorial wall

Amanda Keefe
alkeefe8388@gmail.com

An official groundbreak-
ing was held Friday for the 
Perry County memorial 
wall, erected to remember 
fallen or living local veter-
ans. 

The wall, which has been 
a work-in-progress for two 
local historical preservation 
entities for roughly a year, 
will reside in the Perryville 
City Park near the old his-
tory museum.

Friday, members of the 

Perry County Military His-
tory Museum Committee 
and the Perry County His-
torical Society came togeth-
er to celebrate the ground-
breaking, as did a handful 
of city officials. And, as if it 
couldn’t be more appropri-
ate, the groundbreaking fell 
on Flag Day.

History Museum Com-
mittee Member Mike Lundy 
gave a brief speech to the 
crowd Friday, explaining 
that this wall started out as 
just a dream. 

“We knew what we 
wanted, where we wanted 
it, but we didn’t know how 
to do it,” Lundy said. “… I 
think that what we do today 

will be something that all of 
us will be proud of for the 
rest of our lives.”

He quoted Abraham Lin-
coln’s Gettysburg Address.

“… we cannot dedicate, 
we cannot consecrate, we 
cannot hallow this ground. 
The brave men, living and 
dead, who struggled here, 
have consecrated it, far 
above our poor power to 
add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long re-
member, what we say here, 
but can never forget what 
they did.”

Perryville Mayor Debbie 
Gahan said a few words as 

People can still donate 
to this project to honor 
county’s veterans.

See WALL/PAge 6A

Amanda Keefe
alkeefe8388@gmail.com

Thursday began as a typical day for 
the Grass family, with morning errands 
to run before their workday began. 

Kim Grass and her children — 
Paige Johnson, 19, Lukas Welton, 12, 
and stepson Clayton Grass, 10 — made 
a trip to Perryville from their home in 
Ste. Genevieve to take care of a few 
things: Lukas had an appointment with 
a Perryville dentist to get a few teeth 
pulled; Paige wanted to inquire about 
a car she’d been eying at her great-aunt 
and great-uncle’s auto shop in Per-
ryville; and Kim had to go to work at 
the Perry County Health Department.

The errands took longer than expect-
ed as Paige hurried to drop her mom 
off at the health department — Paige 
was worried she’d be late for work at 
McDonald’s in Ste. Genevieve, and she 
still had to bring the boys home.

Just before she left her mother at the 
department, Kim told Paige, “Be care-
ful. Don’t be in a hurry going home.”

“That was the last thing she said to 

Paige Johnson Lukas Welton Clayton Grass

Family suffers 
tragic deaths

Submitted by Kim grASS

Pictured is the Grass family during Kim and husband David’s wedding. 
From left are Paige Johnson, 19, Lukas Welton, 12, Kim Grass, David 
Grass and Clayton Grass, 10. All three children died Thursday after a car 
accident in Ste. Genevieve.

Typical family day turns into a 
terrible episode in Grass family.

See FAMILY/PAge 6A



them,” said Donna Steele, 
Kim’s aunt and co-owner 
of Dan’s Auto Body in Per-
ryville.

At roughly 12 p.m., 
Paige was navigating a 
2000 Pontiac Grand Am on 
Highway 61 into Ste. Gen-
evieve, her brothers buckled 
up in the backseat. As she 
was nearing the intersection 
of Highway 61 and Buehler 
Road, Paige attempted to 
overtake another vehicle. 
Somehow, she overcorrect-
ed and lost control, send-
ing her vehicle straight into 
oncoming traffic, striking a 
2003 GMC Ford Sonoma 
driven by Dennis Klump, 
52, of St. Genevieve. 

Klump came away from 
the accident with what the 
Missouri State Highway 
Patrol described as moder-
ate injuries. 

The three siblings, how-
ever, would share a differ-
ent fate. Lukas and Clayton 
were pronounced dead at 
the scene, and Paige would 

die hours later in a St. Louis 
hospital.

The Missouri Highway 
Patrol spent hours in their 
attempt to reconstruct the 
accident Thursday, but they 
also had a more difficult 
task: to tell Kim about the 
death of the two boys and 
the critical injuries — at the 
time — that her daughter 
sustained. Witnesses at the 
Perry County Health De-
partment say Kim was in-
consolable at the news.

Just after, the President 
of the Perry County Board 
of Health, Yvonne Stein-
becker, who was not at the 
health department, received 
a call from a staff member 
insisting she arrive right 
away.

“I was speeding to get 

there, but I don’t know 
why,” Steinbecker said. 
“When I got there, there 
was a note on the door that 
said [the department] was 
closed.”

The health department 
remained closed Friday, out 
of respect for the family. 
Holding back tears, Stein-
becker shed what light she 
could on the children.

“Lukas just celebrated 
his 12th birthday last Mon-
day [June 3],” Steinbecker 
said. “Paige attends a local 
community college.”

Lukas and Clayton were 
students at Ste. Genevieve 
Public School. Ste. Gene-
vieve Elementary Assistant 
Principal Geri Diesel said 
Clayton would have been a 
fifth-grader in the fall, and 

Lukas would have been a 
seventh-grader.

“Our whole town is just 
heartbroken,” Diesel said.

Kim Grass’ husband, 
David Grass, is Clayton’s 
father, and Lukas and 
Paige’s stepfather. Clay-
ton’s mother is Shelly 
Boyer of Bonne Terre, Mo. 
Lukas’ father is Ronald 
Welton, and Paige’s father 
is the late Danny Johnson.

Paige was both a var-
sity softball player and var-
sity basketball cheerleader 
at Ste. Genevieve High 
School. She graduated in 
2012, and Steele said Paige 
just finished her first year as 
a radiology student at Min-
eral Area College.

“[Paige and Lukas] were 
Kim’s only two children,” 

Steele said. “They were ba-
sically her world. She was 
pretty much the only parent 
in their life. Then she mar-
ried David, and they were a 
blended family, but they all 
thought the world of each 
other.”

According to Ste. Gen-
evieve Coroner Leo “Chip-
per” Basler, Lukas and 
Clayton’s time of death was 
12:33 p.m., Thursday. Paige 
was pronounced dead at 
Barnes Jewish Hospital at 
4:15 p.m. later that day. All 
three passengers were wear-
ing seat belts at the time of 
the crash; Klump was not.

To support the grieving 
family, the recently formed 
organization Perryville 
Cares will kick-start a fun-
draiser this week. 

Monetary drop-off loca-
tions include the Perryville 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Hoeckele’s Bakery 
and Deli, Farm Fresh, Ther-
apy Solutions, Dan’s Auto 
Body, E-Z Pump located on 
St. Joseph Street and Ston-
ie’s Sausage Shop.

A visitation for Clay-
ton Grass was to be held 

Monday at Basler Funeral 
Home in Ste. Genevieve 
from 9-11:45 a.m. The fu-
neral service was to be held 
at Ste. Genevieve Catholic 
Church at noon.

Visitations for Lukas 
and Paige will occur today 
at Pechacek-McClure Fu-
neral Home in Chester, Ill., 
from 4-8 p.m. and Wednes-
day from 7:30-11 a.m. A 
service will be held at the 
same location Wednesday 
at 11 a.m.
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3rd Annual 
Super Sensational Saturday

Explore Your Senses
When: June 22, 2013
Time: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Location: Pavilion at Soccer Complex

Super Sensational Saturday is a place to bring your 
children to participate in a number of FREE, fun, hands-
on, interactive projects and activities while supporting 

a great cause, the Shop With A Cop Program.

There will be free hot dogs, drinks and snacks as well as 
music for your entertainment.

Although the event is FREE there will be a silent auction 
held and t-shirts will be sold to raise additional funds 

for the Shop With A Cop Program.

This is an interactive event, plan to get messy and have 
a great time!

For More Information Contact:
April Amberger or Danielle Lands at 517-0266

or shiningstarspreschoolllc@yahoo.com

Touch
Sight

Taste

Sound Smell

Sponsored By:

Everyone  
Welcome

Free
Community  

Event

MAKE YOUR MOVE.
GET REBATES UP TO $160
PLUS SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE THAT 
HELPS PUT YOU IN CONTROL †

Purchase a set of 4 select Goodyear tires and get up 
to an $80 Mail-In Rebate.† Double your rebate up 
to $160 by making your purchase on the Goodyear 

Credit Card.† Subject to credit approval.
Offer valid on purchase made June 1st-July 31st 2013

423 Magnolia Street, Perryville, MO
573-547-4543 or 573-547-4342

PERRYVILLE TIRE
CENTER, INC.
Your Local Complete

Tire Center OFFICIAL STATE 

NOTICE
OPEN SATURDAY 

7:00 A.M. TO
1:00 P.M.

(MECHANIC ON 
DUTY)

S
U
D
S

located in the former Carousel next to Park Et

Now

Hand Dipped Ice Cream 
Avalanches 
DOG N SUDS ROOT BEER 
Pulled Pork Nachos

Chicken - Rib - BBQ Pork
    & Beef Sandwiches
BRATS 
8 HOT DOG varieties

Phone
(573) 547-2902

d
r
i
v
e

i
n

Kitchen open 10 am-9 pm

Located on Hwy. T across from 
Lake Perry entrance • 547-9916

Bar is open on Sundays at 11 am

Every Saturday
Steak Night
5:30-8 p.m.
14 oz. Ribeye

Bar & Grill
The Spillway

Friday, June 21
1/2 Chicken Dinner 

Smoked or BBQ
5:30-8 p.m.

27575A  N8-12 544552

Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota • Thrivent.com • 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836)

Thrivent Financial has helped generations navigate life’s uncertainties—
from volatile financial markets to unexpected loss or disability. We can 
help you protect yourself, your family and your independence so you can 
picture your future with confidence.  
Find out more now at Thrivent.com/pictureit

Picture your loved ones protected 
from life’s uncertainties.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP® and CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ in the U.S. Insurance products issued 
or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Not all products are 
available in all states. Registered representatives for securities offered through Thrivent 
Investment Management Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.

Kendra R. Troncale 
CFP®, CLTC®, FIC 
Financial Associate

SEMO Associates 
212 N. Progress Drive, Suite 10 
Perryville, MO 63775
573-547-5000 
Toll-free 866-248-6100

dren age 10 and under are 
invited to the pavilion at 
the Bank of Missouri Soc-
cer Complex where they 
can participate in hands-on 
activities and interactive 
projects sponsored by local 
businesses and organiza-
tions as part of the Super 
Sensational Saturday, since 
it is intended to stimulate 
all five senses: sight, sound, 
touch, taste and smell. 

Amberger said the event 
is growing in leaps and 
bounds each year. 

“We have more booths 
set up this year,” Amberger 
said. “And we are fortunate 
to have a bouncy house 
from Joyous Bouncy House 
Rentals and a petting zoo 
from the Lazy L. Safari 
park. All told, we have 17 
different stations for chil-
dren to participate in activi-
ties, and 70 different busi-
nesses will participate in 
making the day possible in 
some capacity.”

Proceeds collected at 
this year’s Super Sensa-
tional event are earmarked 
to help Perryville’s law en-
forcement’s Shop With a 
Cop charity that provides a 
Christmas shopping trip for 
children in need each holi-
day season.

“We are also collecting 
canned food items for the 
local food pantries, and al-
though there are only 17 
businesses on site with 
booths for Saturday, it is 
through the support of the 
70 participating businesses 
that the donation to Shop 
With a Cop will be possible 
through either a flat mon-
etary gift or the donation of 
gift certificates or other ser-
vices that will be awarded 

to the highest bidder in a si-
lent auction that will also be 
held Saturday,” Amberger 
said.

She also said there would 
be a sound system provid-
ing a musical backdrop to 
the afternoon of bubble 
blowing, crafting and play-
fulness. 

“Air Evac is expected 
to have their helicopter on 
display as well,” Amberger 
said. 

Vendors participating in 
the afternoon were respon-
sible for deciding what kind 
of hands-on activities they 
wanted to organize for the 
youngsters. 

“They can arrange what-
ever kind of activity they 
want the kids to participate 

in, and we have a lot of vari-
ety, I think,” Amberger said. 
“It’s a great way for busi-
nesses to support a commu-
nity-wide event. 

In addition to activities, 
Shining Stars will provide 
hot dogs, drinks and other 
snacks for those who par-
ticipate. 

Amberger said the sen-
sory festival is a fun way to 
spend a Saturday with fami-
lies. “Not only do children 
get to participate in some-
thing fun, but also business-
es and parents contribute to 
a worthy cause,” she said. 

For more information 
about Super Sensational 
Saturday, contact Am-
berger at shiningstarspre-
schoolllc@yahoo.com.
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Saturday

well, citing that the wall 
is something the com-
munity can cherish, and 
a place for families to re-
member their loved ones 
who served. 

“Now, let’s shovel some 
dirt!” she said.

The 20-foot-wide wall 
will be comprised of differ-
ent-sized bricks, purchased 

through the community, 
engraved with respective 
veterans’ names. The wall 
would tentatively allow for 
160 bricks, though in the 
future, could potentially 
expand to accommodate 
more. 

Those contracted to 
complete the project in-
clude Ed and Quint Rob-
inson, of SEMCO Stone, 
and Duane Ernst, of Ernst 
Construction. The project 
is estimated to cost roughly 

$40,000. Lundy said a deal 
was established between the 
contractors and the commit-
tee where, once the wall is 
completed, the committee 
would reimburse the con-
tractors for materials and 
labor with money generated 
through brick purchases. 
Remaining funds would 
serve as proceeds to the 
committee.

Lundy said many inter-
ested parties have already 
purchased bricks, which 

range in price from $300 to 
$1,000, based on size. For 
more information on brick 

purchase, contact commit-
tee chair Tom Nations at 
(573) 547-5016.
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Wall
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Family “          Paige and Lukas were Kim’s only two children. They were    
         basically her world. She was pretty much the only parent in 
their life. Then she married David, and they were a blended fam-
ily, but they all thought the world of each other.

— Donna Steele
Aunt of Kim Grass

New to town?New to town?

Subscribe to 
THE REPUBLIC-MONITOR

and you’ll feel 
right at home 
in no time at all!
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