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Education

2003

Master of Science, Natural
Resource Ecology

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
1997

Bachelor of Science
Biology

Expertise

Entrepreneurial newsroom
leadership and strategy
Investigative and accountability
reporting and editing

Solutions reporting and editing
Data-driven and tool-enabled
journalism

Revenue strategy and
development

Affiliations

2026 Media Transformation Challenge
2025 CUNY Al in Journalism Fellowship
2025 MIT Solutions Journalism Fellow
Society for Environmental Journalists
Institute for Nonprofit News

LION Publishers

Poynter Institute Leadership Academy
for Women in Media

Emerging Leaders Council, Institute for
Nonprofit News

Nina Ignaczak

Founder & Executive Editor, Planet Detroit

| am an award-winning journalist based in Detroit whose work
centers on climate, environmental health, and equity. As the
founder of Planet Detroit, | have built and led a nonprofit
newsroom that produces accountability reporting, scrutinizing
institutions, centering community voices, addressing systemic
environmental challenges, and highlighting solutions. My work
has been recognized for rigorous reporting, civic relevance, and
impact on policy and public understanding.

Experience

O 2019 - Present
Founder & Executive Editor, Planet Detroit

¢ Lead investigative reporting projects on climate justice, health
disparities, and environmental issues in Detroit, focusing on
underserved communities and local impact.

¢ Collaborate with community journalists to ensure that grassroots
voices and local experiences shape reporting on systemic
environmental and social issues.

¢ Investigate and publish stories that have led to policy changes and
increased public awareness of the Detroit area's environmental and
public health concerns.

O 2015 - 2019

Editorial Director, Issue Media Group

Led editorial teams in producing investigative features and solutions
journalism on regional development, environmental impact and public
health initiatives.

O 2015- 2016

Digital Editor, WDET 101.9 FM

Supported investigative journalism on Detroit’s infrastructure challenges,
including water affordability, air quality, and energy systems, amplifying
public accountability through engaging digital production.

O 1999-2014

Community Planner, Oakland County, Michigan

Conducted comprehensive assessments of urban development projects,
identifying potential environmental impacts and collaborating with local
governmenta and community groups to leverage opportunities for
sustainable development.

Awards

¢ Michigan Sierra Club Chapter Environmental Journalism Honoree (2025)

¢ Detroit Society of Professional Journalists: Multiple Awards in Health Reporting,
Environmental Reporting, Collaborative Reporting (2022-2024)

o Institute for Nonprofit News: Winner, Visual Journalism (2023)

o LION Publishers: Winner, Financial Health ; (2024) Finalist, Engagement
Journalism (2023)

o Grist 50 Fixer (2022)

¢ Michigan League of Conservation Voters: 2022 Honoree for Environmental

Journalism



