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1 CAUSES AND CONDITIONS

“If nadons go to war for every degree of injury, there would never be
peace on earth.”
— Thomas Jefferson

Within its first one hundred vears, the United States went to
war on four separate occasions during the nineteenth century alone.
The War of 1812 was the first of the 1800s” wars, and it is also the
most vague and difficult to understand. Multifaceted politcal
disputes regarding trade restrictions and openness conceal the war’s
origins and the actual objectves of its two playvers—Greart Britain and
the United States of America. Not only did the War of 1812 begin
ambiguously, it was fought elusively, too. In the end, even its winners
and losers remained undeclared.

Termed the “forgotren conflict” due to the factic has been
overshadowed by the Civil War era, the War of 1812 was
nevertheless a central turning point for the United States.
Internatonally speaking, it transformed the young nation’s
repuration, legiimatzing its place on the global stage. During the its
formational years, the war forever altered domestic American politics
as it considerably transformed one party’s principles and abolished
another major political party endrely. It profoundly splic Americans
and their ethics, and some historians argue its divisiveness was more
potent than even the Vietnam War,

After the Revolutionary War ended in America, France
underwent its own revolution, one that engaged all of Europe’s
participation. Britain responded by implementing the Rule of 1756,
an act that restricted France from trading with its colonies. The rule
had absolutely no negative consequences for the United States. In
fact, American exporters actually benefitced from the act because
after Britain, America was the second greatest exporter of foods and
other goods.

As Americans asserted their exempton from Britain’s Rule of
1756, military strategists in London began to question what point
there was to ruling the oceans if they could not ulamartely limit




2 AMERICAN DIFFICULTIES

“We must remain united or we will fail.”
— Albert Gallatin

A collection of fresh, young revolutionaries who called
themselves the War Hawks ook over the of the United
Seates House of Representatnes Outraged over the violamons aganst
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3 UNCOOPERATIVE MILITIAS
“Don't give up the ship.” — James Lawrence

After it became clear that the batde of Chesapeake Bay did
not, in fact, end the war, the United States Congress realized it
needed to enlarge its military. They attempted to attract recruits by
offering substannal compensanon both monetanly and in land granes;
yet, despuie thew efforn, the never exceeded more
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4 MILITARY STRATEGIES

“We have met the enemy and they are ours.”
— Oliver Hazard Perry

The early strategies implemented by the United States were as
mcompetent as the man who proposed them It was rumored tha
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5 NATIVE AMERICANS

“We shall conquer if we are brave. The water will wash them away.
The wind will blow them down.”
— Tenskwatawa

Henry Clay, a prominent member of the War Hawks, had
been Amencans w0 settle in his home state of Kentucky, an
ende svor that made the Name \mencans there over thesr
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6 IN THE HEAT OF WAR

“The Almighty has been pleased to Grant us a Signal Victory on Lake
Champlain in the Caprure of one Frigate, one Brig and two sloops of

war of the enemy.”
~— United States Lieutenant Thomas Macdonough

In the heat of the War of 1812, Britain and the United Seates
were mech and neck . The Amencans would win o hastle, then the
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A MORETY

7 THE TREATY OF GHENT

“The war has renewed and reinstated the natonal feelings and
character which the Revolution had given ... and [ hope the
permanence of the Union is thereby better secured.”

— Albert Gallatin

The War of 1812 ended with no clear winner. Although the
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