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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the education reformers of both
present and past.
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ONE
WE WERE THE WHIGS

“To develop our resources and encourage domestic industry, improve
the means of intercourse and education, advance our agriculture,
commerce and manufactures, improve our laws and their
administration, and thus make us a homogeneous people, all elevated
and adorned with a taste and refinement /)(’(‘r)//li/lg' the members ()j ‘a
glorious republic.”

From the Official Whig Political Agenda

To say the least, King Charles of England was not
particularly well-liked by his subjects. Nowhere was this truer
than in 17" century Scotland where his opposition originated and
gave birth to the world’s very first Whig Party. British citizens in
England organized their own resistance to the royal family,
calling themselves “Whigs™ as a tribute to their Scottish brothers

and sisters.

The name then traveled to North America where colonists
who sought independence from Britain adopted it for themselves
in the 1760s. While the Whigs remained a thriving political party
within the UK, the term essentially became inactive in America
after the Revolutionary War— that is, until the mid 19" century.
A growing discontent for the Democratic President Andrew

Jackson was beginning to take the country by storm.

Fascinatingly, those who disliked Jackson and his policies
were so ideologically diverse, they had a difficult time uniting
under one party platform. Distinguishing it from all other
political parties throughout American history, it is this diversity
that not only forever characterized the Whig Party, but let to its
death just 20 years alter its establishment.

Opponents of Jackson ranged from slave-owners in the
South, abolitionists in the North, educational reformers, those



TWO

A WELL-ATTENDED PARTY

“I should say that one has the best cause, and the other contains the best
men."

— Ralph Waldo Emerson
The American Whigs of the 19" century were originally
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THREE

BATTLING AGAINST WESTWARD
EXPANSION

“We are now the invaders, driving the people of another nation from
their homes.”

~— John McLean, American jurist and Whig politician
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FOUR
A LONG, DIVIDED GUEST LIST

I have a difficult position. 1 shall try to keep my conscience;
though, in so doing I may lose my office.” — Horace Mann,

Massachusetts Congressman
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FIVE
THE DEATH OF A PARTY

“The clash between the president and the congressional wing of
the party have thus been seen as the dominant themes of that
administration and as the major causes of the W hig downfall.”
~ Michael Holt, Whig historian
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SIN
LOUSIANA IS A FINE EXAMPLE

“T'he Bee has never said that no Southern Whig can or should support

Genl. SCOTT ... What we have said, once, twice, and twenty times
was that Southern Whigs would not and could not support Genl.

SCOTT unless his opinions touching Slavery and the Compromise
should be distinetly known, and should accord with the South.”
Editorial from Whig Newspaper, The New Odeans Bee
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SEVEN
A SHORT LIFE, BUT A LONG LEGACY

“Beyond all other devices of human origin, [education] is a great
equalizer of the conditions of men, - the balance wheel of the social
machinery.... 1t does better than to disarm the poor of their hostility

toward the rich: it prevents being poor.”
-~ Horace Mann, 1848

Wohde the Whig Party was relatinehy st I oo compared
o by prlitor ol prarters w @b the | ntes Saten @ b be b

gpele wt b gy gl e by o B b e Pt W g
e v bt B o gt b w o S—

- et Naw e gl s Ay e e S | —
gy = 4 b e g @ W g gy

- —— - — 0 - —




ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Author of The Receptacte, To Really Know the Narcissist, Girl Camival, Yon
Can Only Keep as Much as You Can Carry, My Brother's Kegper, and Another
Memoir, Kaylie Ann Pickett graduated from the University of Indianapolis
with a BA in political science, and is pursuing her MFA in creative writing
at the University of San Francisco. In her spare time, Pickett enjoys playing
the piano, listening to blues music, and taking long naps with her cat,
Bubba Ghee.

42



