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DEDICATION

This book is dedicared to the four hundred men, women, and
children who worked for more than 14 years to sculpt the
masterpiece that is Mount Rushmore
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1 RUSHMORE ROCK

“I want to create a monument so inspiring that people from all over
America will be drawn to come and look and go home berter
citzens.”

— Gurzon Borglum

Mount Rushmore is perhaps the world’s most recognizable
symbol for democracy. Carved into the side of a mountain in South
Dakora’s Black Hills, four of the most celebrated United States
presidents represent American achievements, endurance, and a
naton’s ability to overcome anything in order to achieve greamess.

State historian Doane Robinson originally wanted to feature
the faces of various western heroes, but it was sculpror Gurzon
Borglum’s idea to carve George Washington, Thomas |efferson,
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln into a 5,725 -foot-high
mountain. Originally called Rushmore Rock, almost 3 million tourists
visit Borglum’s “Shrine of Democracy” every vear — now known as
the infamous Mount Rushmore.,

In 1885, William Challis led New York lawyer Charles E.
Rushmore on a hike through the wilderness of South Dakorta as he
surveved the land for gold. Itis recorded that when Rushmore asked
Challis the name of one particular mountain Challis responded, “It’s
never had one...tll now...we’ll call the damn thing Rushmore.” This
mountain would later be chosen by Borglum as the site where he
would carve a monument to American history and exceprionalism.

Commissioned by Robinson, Borglum had been assigned the
task of sculptng wild west heroes into the side of a granite mountain.
Burt given ardstic autonomy and freedom, Borglum decided that he
would commemorate the United States” first 150 yvears by featuring
the busts of four great presidents all the way down to their waists.
First choosing the nation’s founding father and first president,
George Washington was carved to embody the very creaton of the
United States and its independence from Britain,
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2 THE CREATION OF RUSHMORE

“I realized that the average person in South Dakora, when he was
approached in regard to financing Mount Rushmore Memorial,
would think of it in terms of dollars and cents.... We tried to talk to
the people of that state in just those terms.”

~ Gurzon Borglum
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3 PATRIOTISM AND COMMERCIALISM

“Itis distncty out of place in the wilds of the Black Hills, where
God’s statuary surpasses any possible conception of mere man.”

— ].B. Townsley

While many residents of South Dakota and its Black Hills
were exarted at the prospect of 2 grand national monument beng
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4 CONSTRUCTION AND LOGISTICS

“His crew took thousands of measurements on the model and then
went up to the mountain and translated it dmes 12 to recreate those
measurements on the mountain,”

— Amy Bracewell

In 1927, four-hundred boys, women, and men arrived to the
Black Hills where they would spend the next 14 years carving the
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5 CONTROVERSY AND DISSENT

“Two lovely legends of the Lakotas would be fine subjects for
sculpruring-the Black Hills as the earth mother, and the story of the
genesis of the tribe. Instead the face of a white man is being outlined
on the face of a stone cliff in the Black Hills. This beautiful region, of
which the Lakota thought more than any other spot on earth, caused
him the most pain and misery.”
— Luther Standing Bear
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6 MONUMENTAL MEANING

“The natural marvels of the West compensated for America’s lack of
old cities, [and] aristocradc tradidons.” — Alfred Runte

Despite controversy and dissent, one cannot argue with the
patriotic power of Mount Rushmaore. The monument is exempt from
pobucal deologies, and instead, # not only celebrates them,
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B
TMODERN RUSHMORE

“I was appalled at the sight of the flag pole atop the Mt. Rushmore
carving. It seems to me that cthis is going too far with the Bicentennial
theme. To me, the sight of this flag pole is a desecration of the
majestic work of the Mt. Rushmore carving.”

— Anonymous Mount Rushmore tourist

Every year, almost three million people make their pilgrimage
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