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The Pitfalls of Sneaking Pets into Apartments
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I get why you did it. Giving an adorably adoptable pet a fur-ever home is such a wonderful
feeling. You gain a confidant, a rad new member of the family - it just felt right adding a

pet into your life. Except you didn’t add him or her to your apartment lease agreement - or
you brought the pet home to a no-pets-allowed apartment community.

Sneaking a pet into an apartment may sound like a risk-free move. Maybe you live in the back
of the complex where you can take the dog out without worry of getting caught? Or maybe
you have a cat or bunny that doesn’t make a peep?
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lease and reprimanded IT you get caugnt. kKemempber, some people preter to live In a No-pets
community and could tip-off the landlord. What if you have an emergency maintenance issue
come about - what will you do with your pet when the maintenance crew gets to your home?

There's a lot that can happen if your landlord catches you with an unauthorized pet inside the
apartment. If you are caught, you may be dealing with the following:

HEFTY FINES.

A renter with a secret pet inside the apartment could be hit with hefty fines. The fines are
typically per pet, which can add up tremendously if you've turned your home into a cat
sanctuary. This is probably the best-case scenario. Once the fine has been paid in full, your
landlord will require you to register the pet on your lease, assuming it’s a pet-friendly
community.

MOVING APARTMENTS.

If the lease you signed at the beginning of your tenancy has a strict no-pet clause, you might
need to move to a place that does allow them. This also means you're likely going to break your
current lease, which typically has an associated fee with it. An alternative to breaking the lease
is talking to your landlord about subletting.

RE-HOMING THE PET.

And if moving just isn’t an option at this time, you could find your pet a new home. It will be a
sad time for sure, but this site helps you re-home a pet safely into a loving home with a fur-
ever family.

POSSIBLE EVICTION.

An eviction is a tough pill to swallow, and having an eviction on your record can hurt your
chances of qualifying for a new apartment in the future. If having a pet is prohibited, as stated
in the lease agreement, your landlord does have the right to evict - so think very carefully.

Sneaking a pet into the apartment may sound like a good idea, but following the terms of the
agreement and getting a pet the right way will be more beneficial for you and your pet. If you
are thinking about adopting another one, check your lease for a pet clause as well as breed or
weight restrictions. Once you find a couple of pets that interest you, show them to the landlord
and get it in writing that he or she has agreed to your choices.
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Lauren Ross

Hello! I'm Lauren Ross, a copywriter here at
Apartments.com. | love dogs, cupcakes, and lifestyle trends!

In my free time, you can find me traveling or sipping my

favorite cab-sauv wine. Tweet me @larossingaround!
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How to choose between the two.
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Like our articles? Subscribe!

Every month, you'll get an inside peek at what's happening here at Renterverse - no
launch pad required (just an inbox). It's easy and it's free, and you can unsubscribe

anytime you want (although we hope you won’t want to).
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