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Grants Pass and Medford 
area hospitals have reported 
steadily increasing numbers of 
COVID patients, with enough 
beds and resources to take in 
more. Within a matter of weeks, 
Josephine County skyrocketed 

from a low-risk county to an 
“extreme risk” as the third wave 
of COVID-19 sweeps the state.

On Dec. 16, the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS) reported 
Oregon ICU headroom use 
as “low,” with only 33% of 
available beds being utilized by 
COVID patients and room for 
more. This is a notable increase 
from Nov. 12, where only 12% 
of ICU beds were taken by 
COVID patients, although still 
not enough to push the state to 

a critical capacity. Non-ICU 
hospital visits across the state 
have increased dramatically, 
with over 670 hospitalizations 
mid-December from 250 
hospitalizations in early 
November. 

The state of Oregon has the 
fewest hospital beds per capita in 
the entire nation. Asante Three 
Rivers Medical Center, located 
in Grants Pass, has 122 staffed 
beds. Providence Medford 
Medical Center and Asante 
Rogue Regional Medical Center 

combined have 481 staffed 
beds. During the first week of 
December, a seven-day average 
bed occupancy showed Asante 
Three Rivers at an inpatient bed 
capacity of 67.2% and ICU beds 
at a lower 56.4%. Providence 
Medford reported an inpatient 
bed capacity of 85.5%, ICU beds 
at a higher 90.4%. Asante Rogue 
reported a lower capacity similar 
to Grants Pass, with 61.1% 
inpatient beds being used, and 
only 57.7% of ICU beds. 

Hospital visits spike in Oregon

While everyone should safely enjoy 
the outdoors this winter, unfortunately Page 
Mountain Sno Park will need to be crossed off 
the winter fun list.

Due to hazard trees and other damages 
caused by the Slater Fire, Page Mountain will 
remain closed for the 20/21 season. The Oregon 
Department of Transportation (ODOT) will not 
be plowing the road or parking lot.

The Slater Fire started Sept. 8 on the 
Klamath National Forest and moved onto the 
Six Rivers and Rogue River-Siskiyou national 
forests (RSNF), and eventually burned 157,270 
acres.

Page Mountain 
Sno Park stays 
shut for winter

Christy Solo
IVN Contributing Writer

On Monday, Dec. 14, at 
6:52 a.m., Josephine County 
Sheriff’s deputies and troopers 
responded to the report of a 
shooting at 200 Corporate 
Way near Merlin in Josephine 
County. Upon arrival, Kurt 
Krauss, 56, of Grants Pass, was 
found dead on scene.

Although the crime itself 
was not caught on camera, 
surveillance footage revealed 
that Krauss had just arrived at 
the office building he owns, and 
was shot moments after exiting 
his vehicle. His body was found 
feet away from his truck, the 
door to which he didn’t even 
have the opportunity to close 
before he was slain. 

According to bystanders 
within earshot, five more 
shots were fired within a 
few minutes of the first. An 
anonymous source said that 
a gunshot was audible in the 
same area an hour before the 
shooting, suggesting that the 
killer had taken a practice shot, 
and thus that the murder was 
premeditated and set up as an 
ambush, rather than a heat of 
the moment violent outburst. 

A source close to the 
victim opined that the shooter 
was acting on a personal 
animus toward Krauss, as 
opposed to a random mugging 
or hired killing. 

The investigation was 
turned over to the Josephine 
County Major Crimes Team. 
Oregon State Police (OSP) is 
the lead investigating agency 
and is being assisted by the 
Josephine County Sheriff’s 
Office, Grants Pass Department 
of Public Safety, and the 
Josephine County District 
Attorney’s Office.

SEE OBITUARY ON A-2

Burned trees have been cut and piled at 
Page Mountain Sno Park.

Laura Mancuso
IVN staff

Josephine County Deputy Gerald Bayard 
gave a law enforcement report to the Cave 
Junction City Council on Zoom Dec. 14. 

Bayard said, “There has been a significant 
improvement just by having a night shift” and 
he mentioned less speed racers. “Although we 
are still struggling with trespassing incidents, 
disorderly conduct and an uplift in vehicle thefts,” 
said Bayard, who added that criminal mischief and 
burglary incidents have decreased from last year. 

Bayard mentioned that homeless individuals 
were congregating under awnings in front of 
businesses. Bayard said deputies were working 
with business owners regarding trespass orders 
and to get homeless to move along, but this was 
difficult because there were no plans for long-term 
housing options at this time to send them to. 

Details 
murky in 
Merlin 
slaying

Laura Mancuso
IVN editor

Two properties in 
the city of Cave Junction 
were designated nuisance 
properites. The resolutions 
designating these properties 
passed with a 4-0 vote during 
a Dec. 14 city council meeting 
held on Zoom.  

The Junction Inn has 
been a sore spot with the city 

for years going back to the 
broken-down sign in 2018, to 
the inn being shutdown and 
condemned as a safety hazard 
in 2019 and most recently 
being declared a nuisance 
according to Resolution 915.

This complaint was made 
because the Junction Inn 
property violated the city’s 
municipal code 8.08.160 
regarding dangerous and 
derelict buildings and the 
person responsible shall be 
responsible for a $500 penalty 
for each day the nuisance 
remains.

ABOVE: Santa visited 
Laurel Cemetery 
Saturday, Dec. 19. 
Charlie, 5, gave a letter 
to Santa asking for 
a train while Marcie 
Granville sat nearby.

LEFT: Emmarie 
Coffman, 2, meets 
Mr. & Mrs. Claus in a 
Plexiglas “snow globe” 
at the Illinois Valley 
Safe House Alliance’s 
first Christmas toy 
drive  Saturday, Dec. 
19. IVSHA was able 
to get gifts for 107 
children, personalized 
for each child’s wish. 

(Photos by Tammie Pickens for the Illinios Valley News) 

SEE COVID ON A-8

(Photo by Laura Mancuso for the Illinios Valley News) 

Trash sits behind the Junction Inn Monday, Dec. 21.

City declares Junction Inn nuisance property

The Santas are ‘IN’

A slew of administrative decisions were 
made at the Dec. 16 weekly business session 
(WBS) of the Board of Josephine County 
Commissioners. Held over Zoom, the meeting 
began with a public hearing for the second reading 
of an ordinance amending the county’s unclaimed 
property protocol. 

The Josephine County Sheriff’s Office has 
thousands of personal effects and recovered items 
dating back decades 
in its collection of 
evidence. “Currently 
the code requires the 
evidence technician 
to provide a report 
and recommendation 
to the board of 
commissioners for 
every item that is to be disposed of,” explained 
assistant county legal counsel Leah Harper. 

Deputy gives law 
enforcement report 
to city council 

First hearing set for 
fire district formation

Remodel in limbo, 
owners now face 
$500 a day in fines

SEE SNO ON A-8

Plenty of ICU beds 
in local hospitals, 
officials report

SEE INN ON A-8 SEE COUNTY ON A-6 

C. J. Schatza
IVN copy editor
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Join us in a celebration 
of  our Savior’s birth.  

6 p.m.  
Christmas Eve  

Tuesday,  
December 24 

�DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires �/��/��. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (�) window or patio door, get one (�) window or patio door ��� off, and �� months �� money down, �� monthly 
payments, �� interest when you purchase four (�) or more windows or patio doors between �/�/���� and �/��/��. ��� off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door 
in the order. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for 
GreenSky consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings 
comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License 
MN:BC������/WI:������. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA ���E.��. Los Angeles License �������. Orange County License �������. MHIC �������. VA License �����������. DC License �������������. All 
other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

“Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © ���� Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. �������� *Using U.S. and imported parts.

40%
Windows and Patio Doors!

OFF1

BUY ONE,
GET ONE

Minimum purchase of �. Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within �� months.

AND
$0 Money Down, $0 Interest,
$0  Monthly Payments for 12 months¹

Offer Ends March 31
Call for your FREE in-home consultation.

888-986-4693

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 
2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts (1 lb. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address 
that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Off er 
available while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined 
with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. 

Visit omahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21.

Send gifts they’ll love, make meals
 they’ll remember with Omaha Steaks. 

PERFECT 

oments
HOLIDAY

Embrace the warmth of family and create

FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS
Get even more for the 

holidays when you buy 

this package today!

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes
8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Steak Seasoning (1 oz.)
$298.87* separately

INTRODUCTORY PRICE: $12999

GET THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE

Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner73 or call 1.855.433.3991
and ask for off er 66762BBG

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-855-401-9045
>> www.life55plus.info/ilval

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first 
two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE! 

Power your home, save money and be 
prepared for utility power outages with 
the PWRcell, a solar + battery storage 
system.

$0 DOWN FINANCING OPTIONS!**

A Smarter Way 
to Power Your 
Home. 

ACT NOW
TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL 
OFFER!*
(855) 404-3584

*Off er value when purchased at retail. 
**Financing available through authorized Generac 
partners.
Solar panels sold separately.

On Dec.17, Asante 
Rogue Regional received 
the first shipment of Pfizer’s 
immunization shots for 
Southern Oregon medical 
workers. Holly Nickerson, 
director of quality for 
Asante, said they are among 
the first five facilities 
across the state to receive 
the vaccine and predict 
the majority of staff to be 
vaccinated by mid-to late 
February. The first shipment 
is expected to cover less 
than 15% of the Asante 
healthcare workforce, and 
will not be mandated per 
Oregon law. 

Courtney Wilson, vice 
president of Medical Affairs 
with Asante Rogue Regional 
Medical Center, said that 
while the distribution of 
the vaccine is exciting, it’s 
important to not view it as 
a cure-all. “The vaccine is 
going to help us take care 
of patients initially, and we 
expect that our healthcare 
workers who get vaccinated 
will be able to stay healthy 
and keep coming to work,” 
said Wilson. “We don’t 
necessarily expect the 
vaccine to flatten the curve 
in the short term, and we are 

very much still concerned 
about any potential 
ramifications of holiday 
gatherings.” 

Asante encourages 
that everyone continues 
to practice public health 
recommendations, such as 
washing hands, wearing 
face coverings and keeping 
distance from others, 
including close friends 
and family where possible. 
“Unless Oregonians 
continue to practice those 
recommendations, we are 
still very much at risk of 
running out of precious 
resources in our hospitals,” 
said Wilson.

On Dec. 16, Oregon 
had reported over 96,000 
COVID-19 cases to date 
with a rising death toll of 
1,213. Josephine County 
alone has contributed 854 
of these cases and 11 deaths 
so far. Jackson County 
surpassed that number with 
4,978 cases and 52 deaths. 
Based on stats from HHS, 
there could be over 150 
COVID-positive patients 
occupying ICU beds in 
area hospitals, with the 
expectation of more in the 
coming weeks. 

Page Mountain Sno 
Park is located in the 
mountains above Cave 
Junction and the Illinois 
Valley, on the RSNF and is 
normally a great place to 
spend a winter’s day. This 
year, however, it’s just too 
dangerous.

Work on the snow 
park includes the removal of 
standing dead trees and the 
remains of structures burned 
by the fire.

How does it look? 

Rogue River Siskiyou 
National Forest personnel 
took a photo. In the 
foreground, you can see 
what is left of the warming 
shelter. In the background is 
the treated tube run. Timber 
decks are to be sold & 
removed late winter.

Do keep Page Mountain 
in mind for next season, the 
sledding is great and the 
views are spectacular. There 
are tent sites, toilets and pets 
are allowed.

Cave Junction 
Community Services food 
pantry at the Cave Junction 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church has received 
notification of a $10,000 
grant from the Cow Creek 
Umpqua Indian Foundation 
to fund capital upgrades to 
its facility and to cover part 
of the basic operations cost 
of distributing food. 

In addition, a $7,000 
grant from the Patricia D. 
and William B. Smullin 
Foundation has provided 
critical funding to repair the 
walk-in freezer unit and the 
electrical upgrade required 
to support the refrigeration.  

$10,000 has been 
granted by the city of 
Cave Junction from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act funding 
for repair of the walk-in 
refrigerator, renovation of 
both walk-in refrigeration 
units, flooring and walls, 
and surfacing of the food 
distribution tables to meet 
health code requirements, 
and the acquisition of a 
dishwasher.  

Another $1,000 
is committed from the 
Four Way Community 
Foundation in honor of the 
late Harry Mackin, who was 
a stalwart volunteer in the 
fight against hunger.

While these funds 
are essential to establish a 
successful food distribution 
system, they do not address 

ongoing costs such as food 
purchases, utilities, and 
other much-needed items 
required to keep the doors 
open.  

“Donations from 
local households will be 
a critical factor in our 
ability to keep the wolf 
from the door for our 
neighbors during this time 
of unprecedented difficulty. 
It’s wonderful that regional 
foundations and our city of 
Cave Junction believe in 
us. Now, do we believe in 
ourselves?” said Patti Delk, 
the program’s founder. 
“Every dollar donated stays 
right here in the Illinois 
Valley to help feed our own 
community. We need your 
help. Please give.” 

Donations may be sent 
by a check written to the 
Cave Junction SDA Church; 

please write in the memo 
section of the check “for 
CJCS” and mail your check 
to the Cave Junction SDA 
Church (501c3),  P.O. Box 
330, Cave Junction, OR  
97523.  

All donations are fully 
tax deductible. Volunteers 
are also needed to help 
with socially distanced and 
masked jobs such as picking 
up food in Grants Pass, 
assembling food boxes, 
maintaining records using 
Excel, and numerous other 
tasks. 

If you are interested 
in volunteering call Tyler 
Schaffer 541-659-3319.  
To learn more about CJCS 
please call Patti Delk 
541-415-1491 or follow us 
on Facebook under Cave 
Junction SDA Community 
Services.

SNO... Continued from A-1

COVID... Continued from A-1

Food pantry gets $28K in funding
Facility gets new 
walk-in fridge, 
dishwasher, other 
improvements


