
Do-It-Yourself or Don’t? When to Hire a Professional

DIY home improvements can be cost-effective and fun – until they aren’t. This
infographic explores common home repairs and identifies situations where you
should enlist an expert.
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When it comes to DIY projects for home improvement, there’s nothing quite like the feeling of
accomplishment that comes from a job well done. Taking on a DIY home improvement project can also help
you save money on labor. However, cost shouldn’t be the only factor to keep in mind.

Many common home repairs aren’t without risk, both with regard to your own safety as well as the integrity
of your home. Before you pull out your toolbox and begin hammering away, there are several factors you
should consider, including your level of training and the project’s level of difficulty. For example, while you
may know how to prep your home for an exterior paint job, you may want to hire a fully trained, certified
professional as a safety precaution if there are difficult-to-reach areas.

When it comes to working with your home’s electrical system, even a minor mistake could cause safety
concerns. While changing light plates or hanging light fixtures are both DIY home improvements that many
homeowners are comfortable tackling solo, any major electrical work should be saved for a trained
professional. This includes rewiring, adding new lighting or grounding outlets.

As a general rule of thumb, don’t try things at home if:

You aren’t sure how to use the necessary tools
The project involves major electrical or plumbing work
A professional in the business or a contractor advises you hire a pro
Serious injury or damage is a possibility if something goes wrong
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Before beginning any DIY project, do your research and follow all recommended safety measures. Hire a
certified professional for more difficult projects to give you peace of mind.

When shopping for a new home, learn to detect telltale signs of botched DIY projects to ensure

you’re not the one paying for a previous homeowner’s mistakes.
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