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ENERGY

Fast-growing Central Florida solar
energy firm to expand nationwide

Lisa Pearcy, owner and CEO of 15
Lightyears, has a lifelong passion
for sustainability, and her client list
includes NASA.

JIM CARCHIDI

"Impossible is nothing” is  phrse sid oten by CEO Lis
Percy t the Longwood-bsed hedqurters o solr
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Lisa Pearcy, owner and CEO, 15
Lightyears

JIM CARCHIDI

energy contrctor 15 Lightyers.

The optimistic slogn does  good job o summing up
Percy’s outlook s  business leder. For her, not even
the sky is the limit.

While the 38-yer-old my hve spent the �rst hl o her
creer in sles nd mrketing or heting, ventiltion nd
ir conditioning mnucturers, her pssion or
sustinbility strted erly on. “My entire lie, even s 
10-yer-old girl, I’ve been environmentlly ocused,” sid
Percy.

Percy worked t All Elements Energy or three yers s
director o energy nd sustinbility beore eventully
buying nd rebrnding it s 15 Lightyers. The compny
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provides clen energy solutions or residentil nd
commercil builders nd homeowners through energy
udits, inspections, solr pnel instlltion nd more.
The contrctor bosts  client list tht includes the city o
Orlndo, Bnk o Americ nd even NASA.

15 Lightyers’ rpid growth lnded it  spot onOrlando

Business Journal’s 2019 Fst 50 list which rnks the
stest-growing compnies in Lke, Ornge, Osceol nd
Seminole counties by percentge o growth over three
yers. Its 2018 gross revenue o more thn $2.6 million
showed  112.2% growth over  three-yer period since
2016.

In ddition to the business sector, Percy nd her
compny lso delve into dvoccy nd philnthropy. The
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15 Lightyers Foundtion promotes sustinbility
workorce development nd hosts  three-week summer
progrm tht connects teens ging out o the oster cre
system to on-the-job experiences in the energy,
construction nd building perormnce industries.

Here, Percy tlks compny growth nd the uture o
sustinbility:

Wht chllenges did you ce ter buying nd

rebrnding this compny into 15 Lightyers? With 
business, i you re estblished you hve more bility nd
vilbility to everything. A lot o smll businesses go out
o business within the �rst two yers. I ws the core o
the business, so s long s I ws there, it ws still the
sme compny to ll o our old existing customers. The
people re wht mkes  business, the nme chnge ws
esy. I ws nervous to do it, but we were willing to tke
tht risk becuse we knew tht regrdless, it would be
the sme customer service nd the sme people.

Wht does  dy in your role look like? It’s nything rom
being out in the �eld doing site visits nd checking on
technicins to spending n entire dy in my o�ce
working on the business side o things, spending  dy
with n electricin on plns nd ides, or jumping over to
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ccounting. It’s knowing  little bit bout everything nd
mking bsolutely sure you hve the right people in the
right plces. Also, being  cheerleder or the mission nd
our oundtion is  huge prt — believing in wht’s next
beore it’s even hppening nd getting everyone on
bord.

Wht motivtes you to grow your compny? De�nitely
the employees. Bringing them with me pushes me
urther to bring this compny to success becuse it
mens I cn grow them, s well. Their cpbilities re
endless, nd they’ve shown tht time nd time gin. My
mily nd the uture re lso huge motivting ctors.
I’m  big proponent o speking or the elderly nd the
kids. Somebody told me once, “You hve to mke money
to contribute money.” Tht de�nitely pushes me to grow
the compny, becuse s the money grows, so does the 15
Lightyers Foundtion.

Wht re some long-term gols or your compny? A
huge gol is developing the 15 Lightyers Foundtion.
Also, growing the employees. As we grow, it’s mzing i
we cn dive into our employees nd �nd out wht their
skill sets re. We’ve relized tht s  compny, we’re
ble to o�er more services to our existing clients who
hve needs or these services. We’ve covered Florid
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with severl stellite o�ces, so we’re looking t
becoming both  ntionl compny nd eventully
looking into the Cribben. Our mission is not just to get
bigger — it’s to get better. Diversiying our portolio is
lso importnt s the solr industry expnds.

Wht does the uture o renewble energy look like to

you? I hope tht we’re 100% renewble eventully. I wnt
us to be not just renewble, but lso lso crbon-ree.
Our gol within the solr industry is to hve the
inrstructure by 2030 so everyone cn supplement their
homes with solr energy nd the power compnies re
running o� crbon-ree energy completely. 

Wht chllenges hve you ced s  emle CEO?

There’s  perception tht you hve to overcome,
especilly in nything with science nd technology.
We’re trying to bring more women in nd it’s de�nitely
helping. Even s  compny, we love empowering women
to jump into ny kind o industry. I hd to study hrder
so I ws bringing something to the tble insted o just
being nother set t the tble. In the beginning, being
CEO ws de�nitely n uncomortble position, but now
it’s becoming more o the norm. I cn run  meeting nd
not eel like I hve to control the entire meeting. When
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you hve the projects under your belt nd the
experience, it’s  lot esier.

15 Lightyears

▪ Description: Solr energy contrctor

▪ Top executive:Lis Percy, CEO nd owner

▪ Employees: 30

▪ Address: 776 Bennett Drive, Suite 101, Longwood,
32750

▪ Eduction: Bchelor’s in mrketing, University o
Centrl Florid

▪ Fmily: Two children

▪ Hobbies: Running, pddlebording, kyking, ctch
nd relese �shing

▪ Contct: (855) 438-1515, ino@15lightyers.com

▪ Website:15lightyers.com/home-3
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