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ENERGY

Fast-growing Central Florida solar
energy firm to expand nationwide

Lisa Pearcy, owner and CEO of 15
Lightyears, has a lifelong passion
for sustainability, and her client list
includes NASA.

JIM CARCHIDI

"Impossible is nothing” is  phrse sid oten by CEO Lis
Percy t the Longwood-bsed hedqurters o solr
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Lisa Pearcy, owner and CEO, 15
Lightyears

JIM CARCHIDI

energy contrctor 15 Lightyers.

The optimistic slogn does  good job o summing up
Percy’s outlook s  business leder. For her, not even
the sky is the limit.

While the 38-yer-old my hve spent the �rst hl o her
creer in sles nd mrketing or heting, ventiltion nd
ir conditioning mnucturers, her pssion or
sustinbility strted erly on. “My entire lie, even s 
10-yer-old girl, I’ve been environmentlly ocused,” sid
Percy.

Percy worked t All Elements Energy or three yers s
director o energy nd sustinbility beore eventully
buying nd rebrnding it s 15 Lightyers. The compny
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provides clen energy solutions or residentil nd
commercil builders nd homeowners through energy
udits, inspections, solr pnel instlltion nd more.
The contrctor bosts  client list tht includes the city o
Orlndo, Bnk o Americ nd even NASA.

15 Lightyers’ rpid growth lnded it  spot onOrlando

Business Journal’s 2019 Fst 50 list which rnks the
stest-growing compnies in Lke, Ornge, Osceol nd
Seminole counties by percentge o growth over three
yers. Its 2018 gross revenue o more thn $2.6 million
showed  112.2% growth over  three-yer period since
2016.

In ddition to the business sector, Percy nd her
compny lso delve into dvoccy nd philnthropy. The
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15 Lightyers Foundtion promotes sustinbility
workorce development nd hosts  three-week summer
progrm tht connects teens ging out o the oster cre
system to on-the-job experiences in the energy,
construction nd building perormnce industries.

Here, Percy tlks compny growth nd the uture o
sustinbility:

Wht chllenges did you ce ter buying nd

rebrnding this compny into 15 Lightyers? With 
business, i you re estblished you hve more bility nd
vilbility to everything. A lot o smll businesses go out
o business within the �rst two yers. I ws the core o
the business, so s long s I ws there, it ws still the
sme compny to ll o our old existing customers. The
people re wht mkes  business, the nme chnge ws
esy. I ws nervous to do it, but we were willing to tke
tht risk becuse we knew tht regrdless, it would be
the sme customer service nd the sme people.

Wht does  dy in your role look like? It’s nything rom
being out in the �eld doing site visits nd checking on
technicins to spending n entire dy in my o�ce
working on the business side o things, spending  dy
with n electricin on plns nd ides, or jumping over to
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ccounting. It’s knowing  little bit bout everything nd
mking bsolutely sure you hve the right people in the
right plces. Also, being  cheerleder or the mission nd
our oundtion is  huge prt — believing in wht’s next
beore it’s even hppening nd getting everyone on
bord.

Wht motivtes you to grow your compny? De�nitely
the employees. Bringing them with me pushes me
urther to bring this compny to success becuse it
mens I cn grow them, s well. Their cpbilities re
endless, nd they’ve shown tht time nd time gin. My
mily nd the uture re lso huge motivting ctors.
I’m  big proponent o speking or the elderly nd the
kids. Somebody told me once, “You hve to mke money
to contribute money.” Tht de�nitely pushes me to grow
the compny, becuse s the money grows, so does the 15
Lightyers Foundtion.

Wht re some long-term gols or your compny? A
huge gol is developing the 15 Lightyers Foundtion.
Also, growing the employees. As we grow, it’s mzing i
we cn dive into our employees nd �nd out wht their
skill sets re. We’ve relized tht s  compny, we’re
ble to o�er more services to our existing clients who
hve needs or these services. We’ve covered Florid
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with severl stellite o�ces, so we’re looking t
becoming both  ntionl compny nd eventully
looking into the Cribben. Our mission is not just to get
bigger — it’s to get better. Diversiying our portolio is
lso importnt s the solr industry expnds.

Wht does the uture o renewble energy look like to

you? I hope tht we’re 100% renewble eventully. I wnt
us to be not just renewble, but lso lso crbon-ree.
Our gol within the solr industry is to hve the
inrstructure by 2030 so everyone cn supplement their
homes with solr energy nd the power compnies re
running o� crbon-ree energy completely. 

Wht chllenges hve you ced s  emle CEO?

There’s  perception tht you hve to overcome,
especilly in nything with science nd technology.
We’re trying to bring more women in nd it’s de�nitely
helping. Even s  compny, we love empowering women
to jump into ny kind o industry. I hd to study hrder
so I ws bringing something to the tble insted o just
being nother set t the tble. In the beginning, being
CEO ws de�nitely n uncomortble position, but now
it’s becoming more o the norm. I cn run  meeting nd
not eel like I hve to control the entire meeting. When
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you hve the projects under your belt nd the
experience, it’s  lot esier.

15 Lightyears

▪ Description: Solr energy contrctor

▪ Top executive:Lis Percy, CEO nd owner

▪ Employees: 30

▪ Address: 776 Bennett Drive, Suite 101, Longwood,
32750

▪ Eduction: Bchelor’s in mrketing, University o
Centrl Florid

▪ Fmily: Two children

▪ Hobbies: Running, pddlebording, kyking, ctch
nd relese �shing

▪ Contct: (855) 438-1515, ino@15lightyers.com

▪ Website:15lightyers.com/home-3

  DEADLINE: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019

2019 40 under 40 Awards
D k f i l h d f h d? O l d

https://www.bizjournals.com/orlando/search/results?q=Lisa%20Pearcy
https://www.15lightyears.com/home-3

