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GOVERNMENT & REGULATIONS

Money matters: Filling out 2020
Census can bring billions to Florida
for roads, health care and more

Orlando Mayor Buddy Dyer poses
with state leaders from Orange
County and TaxWatch Florida at
City of Orlando's Census 2020
press conference at Orlando City
Hall July 31. Dyer pushed for full
statewide participation in next
year's census to secure more
federal funding.
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About $700 billion in ederl unding or rods, helth cre,

inrstructure nd more is up or grbs bsed on the Census

2020 results — nd Centrl Florid leders wnt  bigger

piece o the pie.

“The importnce o  2020 census simply cnnot be

overstted," sid Dominic M. Clbro, president nd CEO o

nonpro�t government wtchdog nd reserch institute

Florid TxWtch. "It �ects everything rom helth cre to

trnsporttion, economic development, rods, university

unding, K-12th grde unding nd erly lerning — the very

dynmics o our entire community.”



By Ashley Garrett 
News intern, Orlando Business Journal
Aug 1, 2019, 10:28am EDT

https://www.bizjournals.com/orlando/news/government-and-regulations/
https://www.bizjournals.com/orlando/search/results?q=Dominic%20M.%20Calabro


11/22/2020 Central Florida leaders encourage full participation in 2020 Census - Orlando Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/orlando/news/2019/08/01/money-matters-filling-out-your-2020-census-can.html 2/11

Such unding is spent throughout the stte with locl

businesses, nonpro�ts nd schools.

Clbro ws mong city o Orlndo nd Ornge County

o�cils who spoke t Orlndo City Hll July 31 bout locl

e�orts to increse prticiption in the upcoming census

beginning April 1, 2020.

With $700 billion in ederl grnt progrms s well s

congressionl representtion t stke, it’s criticl tht every

Floridin is counted, sid Orlndo Myor Buddy Dyer.

“Hving n ccurte count is criticlly importnt, nd it’s

one o the issues tht Republicns, Democrts nd

Independents ought to be ble to gree on. We wnt to do

everything in our power to mke sure everybody is

counted.”

In support o stte e�orts to increse prticiption in

Census 2020, both Dyer nd Ornge County Myor Jerry

Demings nnounced chirs or new Complete Count

Committees, which will led Orlndo’s e�ort to rise

wreness mong community members.

Dyer ppointed Leil Allen, director o intergovernmentl

reltions or the Orlndo Housing Authority, s chir o

Orlndo’s Complete Count Committee, while Demings

selected Melvin Pittmn, ormer community,

environmentl nd development services director, s chir

o Ornge County’s committee.

The 132 ederlly unded progrms bsed on the census

cover n rry o topics �ecting key res o lie, including

trnsporttion, helth cre, eduction, nd wter nd wste

inrstructure. Overll, these ederl unds mke up more

thn one-third o Florid’s budget.

In Ornge County, progrms tht receive unding rom

census counts include:

▪ Erly childhood eduction progrms like Hed Strt

▪ Free nd reduced school mel progrms t Ornge County
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Achieving the Census 2020 ull prticiption gol isn't

without hurdles or Florid, the third-lrgest stte with 

signi�cnt trnsient popultion. And or Centrl Florid,

nother ctor tht mkes it chllenging to ensure every

individul is counted is the signi�cnt migrtion o Puerto

Ricns to Orlndo in the termth o Hurricne Mri in

2017, sid Florid Sen. Victor Torres Jr. “As the sentor or

District 15, which covers prts o Ornge County nd ll o

Osceol … [the Hispnic] growing popultion in both

counties hs to be ccounted or. I cn’t express the ct o

how importnt it is to be counted — or our schools, or our

housing, or everything tht encompsses how we s  stte

get to hve more money or our residents.”

While Florid sends roughly $200 billion in txes to the

ederl government nnully, the stte receives less grnts

per cpit thn every other stte in the ntion, ccording to

 2018 Florid TxWtch report. The stte would get $14.6

billion more o its tx money bck i it received the ntionl

verge in per cpit ederl grnts.

A 2001 report rom PricewterhouseCoopers to the U.S.

Congress showed tht Florid hd the ourth lrgest

undercount during the 2000 Census, with over 200,000

individuls unccounted or.

For the �rst time, census orms my be submitted online

next yer, mking it esier or residents to respond. Click

here or more inormtion on how to prticipte in the 2020

Census in Ornge County.

Public Schools

▪ Low Income Home Energy Assistnce Progrm (LIHEAP)

▪ Adoption nd oster prent ssistnce progrms

▪ Federl student id like Pell Grnts
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