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Rollin’ you down the

Planning a road trip can be overwhelming, especially when it’s as
extensive as California’s coastal Route 1. This is Joel Porter’s
ultimate guide to tackling a mammoth journey, including best stops,
driving times, hotel stops and places to eat.

Turn to p14

highway
La Playa Carmel, a historic boutique hotel, exudes charmwith its cosy rooms, period features, and breathtaking sea views; below, Chez
Noir in Carmel is aMichelin-starred gem, serving seafood-centric delights. Photos / Supplied

T
here’s somethingenduringlyromantic
about thegreatAmericanroad trip—
thewideopenroads, the
spectacular scenery,and
thepure senseof
adventure itbrings.

At the topof theroad tripwish
list formany isCalifornia’s
PacificCoastHighway,a
1050kmroute thathugs the
ruggedwest coast from
MendocinoCounty in the
north toOrangeCounty in the
south.Themostpopularstretch
isbetweenSanFranciscoand
LosAngeles,whichwindsalong
someof themostbeautiful
coastline in theworld, bookendedby
stops in twoofAmerica’s greatest cities.
Allowat least fourdays for thedrive itself
plushowever longyou’d like to spend ineachcity
at eitherend.This itinerarygoes fromnorth tosouth,
butyoucan justas easily start inLAanddo it in
reverse.
NOTE:Checkroadconditionsbeforeyou travelas
adverseweathercanoften lead to roadclosures,
particularly in theBigSurarea.

Day1—SanFrancisco toCarmel
AfteracoupleofdaysexploringSanFrancisco, it’s
time to jumpin thecarandheadsouth.Thereare
plentyof carhirecompaniesdowntown,butyou’ll get
morechoiceat theairport, particularly if youare
dropping thecar inLAat theend.Fromtheairport,
it’s a two-hourdrive toCarmel-by-the-Sea;not the
prettiestpart of the journeybyanystretchbutonce
youhit thecoast, thestunningscenerybegins.

Laid-back,well-heeledCarmelhas the feel of a little
village,withrowsofprettyhousesandshopsarranged

neatlyon thehill above thebeach—walk
alongOceanAve todiscoverboutiques,

galleriesandcafes, includingpopular
brunchspotStationæry.Beautiful
white-sandCarmelBeach isa
mustvisit fora swimorsurf, and
it’swellworth takingastroll
along thescenicbluffpath
whereyou’ll likely spot sea
otters swimmingamong the
kelp.Fordinner,booka table
at the superbChezNoir, a
relaxedMichelin-starredspot

runbychefJonnyBlackandhis
wife,Monique, servingaseafood-

centricmenuusing ingredients
sourced fromtheMontereyPeninsula.

Onlyopensince2022,ChezNoirhasquickly
become thestandoutdiningoption inCarmel, so it’s
wellworthbookingahead.

Stay thenightatLaPlayaCarmel, ahistoric
boutiquehotel ina luxuriousmansionoriginallybuilt
in1905byanartist asagift tohiswife.Recently
refurbished, thehotelhasacharming, intimate feel
withcosyrooms,period features, seaviews, andan
outdoorpool.

Day2—Carmel toBigSur
It’s less thananhour’sdrive toBigSur,butplan for
a stopatPointLobos,which is justa fewkilometres
southofCarmel.Thisprotectednatural reserve is
famous for the sealsandsea lions that canbespotted
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THAILAND’S
LUXURY
RESORTS

ULTIMATE TRIP NOTES:

Why you need to go: Thailand offers luxury at a more budget-
friendly rate than some popular islands, among its beautiful
beaches, magnificent tropical scenery, delicious food and
fascinating culture.

Good to know: Choosing your own kind of luxury comes down
to personal preference. Here are some key points about 10 of
Thailand’s best resorts.
• The Banyan Tree Samui on Koh Samui takes its wellness and
relaxation seriously with 10 spa treatment pavilions, plus a
Michelin-mentioned restaurant

• InterContinental Phuket is perfectly located for both Kamala
Beach and the charms of Phuket Old Town

• Rayavadee on Krabi is near beautiful Railay Beach with its
famous limestone cliffs

• The Siam in Bangkok is a place of peaceful respite in the midst
of the busy streets and fascinating culture of the capital

• Four Seasons Resort in Chiang Mai is a wellness haven set
near picturesque rice fields

• The romance of Six Senses Yao Noi at Phang Nga Bay is a short
boat ride away from Khao Phing Kan aka ‘James Bond Island’

• Pimalai Resort & Spa in Koh Lanta is set in a quiet tropical
forest paradise

• Mandarava Resort and Spa on Karon Beach is all soft white
sand and turquoise sea

• Beachside JW Marriott Resort and Spa at Khao Lak has a
stunning granite and waterfall backdrop

• Kalima Resort & Spa on Patong Beach is a lively destination
for those who like to party in style.

Be prepared: Moped accidents, coral cuts and unexpected
illnesses are some of the common claims SCTI sees in Thailand.
Make sure you book travel insurance, and ensure you’ve included
any optional add-ons that are relevant to your holiday.

Relax: Rest easy knowing Southern Cross Travel Insurance has
you covered so you can just get on with the business of lapping
up luxury, Thai-style.

Visit SCTI’s travel guides section at scti.co.nz to start
planning your next trip.

Terms, conditions & exclusions apply. See scti.co.nz.

SPONSORED



DISCOVER THE
CULINARY, CULTURAL,
AND NATURAL BEAUTY
OF SICHUAN PROVINCE
PANDAmonium package - 7 days, Twin Share
Includes, Return Flights, Meals, 4 Star Hotel & Sightseeeeing
Departures 2024: 16 JUNE $1,599 PP &

8 SEPTEMBER $1,699 PP T&C apply

Contact Details: ctstours1@chinatravel.co.nz | Phone: 09 375 1717 | Website: www.asiascapeholidays.com
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Once an old 50s roadside
motor lodge, the Pacific
Motel in Cayucos has had a
stylish refurbishment.
Photo / Supplied
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the highway

The drive to Big Sur offers
some spectacular scenery and
windy roads, passing over the
landmark Bixby Bridge.

fromthenetworkofhiking trails thatwindalong
therockycoast—thewhole loop takesacouple
ofhoursorsimplydrive toahandful of specific
viewpoints if you’re shorton time.The
remainderof thedrive toBigSuroffers some
of themost spectacular scenery (andwindy
roads) of the trip,passingover the iconicBixby
Bridgewhilewavescrashagainst therugged
rocks justbelowthehighway.

BigSur is famed for itsbeautiful setting,
beaches, forestedhikes, and literaryconnections
to the likesofHenryMiller,who livedandworked
inBigSur formanyyears—hisoldhouse is
open to thepublicas theHenryMillerMemorial
Library.Experienceanother sliceofBigSur
historybychecking intoDeetjen’s Inn,a
collectionof simplewoodcabinaccommodations
(plusanexcellent restaurant) that’s beenhosting
travellers since1937.There’snoWi-Fi andno
phonesignal so it’s aparticularlygoodchoice
for thoseseeking truepeaceandquiet.

Day3—BigSurtoCayucos
Headingsouthalong theBigSurcoast,
you’ll be treated to80kmofunspoilt
wildcoastline so it’s best to take it
slowandadmire theviewsatvarious
pointsalong theway.Oneof thebest
stops isJuliaPfeifferBurnsState
Park,whichhasa lovelybeachand
hiking trails. Justbeforeyoureach
SanSimeon,pull overatElephant
SealPoint,wheregiganticelephant
sealsbaskon thebeach inhuge
numbers, gruntingand fighting for
spaceon thesand.

Abit furtheron, and thehigh,dramatic
cliffsbegin towinddowntowardsCayucos, a
quintessential chilled-outCaliforniabeach town
thatdrawsrelatively fewtourists compared to
nearbyCambriaandMorroBay.Witharelaxed,
local feel, the towncomprises littlemore than
acoupleof surf shacksandrestaurantsandhas
barelychanged in the25years since I firstvisited
in1999.Onewelcomenewarrival is thePacific

Motel, anold 50s roadsidemotor lodge
recently refurbishedby local couple
RyanandMarisaFortini,whohave
transformed it intoachicboutique
motelwithmodern,minimalist
roomsand fun touches likeoutdoor
firepitsanda table tennis table.

Day4—Cayucos toSanta
Barbara
In themorning,headdownthestreet
toTheHiddenKitchen for its famous

bluecornwaffles, toppedwith
everything frompulledpork topeanut

butterandbanana. It’s a two-hourdrive to
SantaBarbaraand, justpastMorroBay, the

roadstarts to route inlandaway fromthecoast
and the scenery flattensout.Makeastop in the
tiny townofLosAlamos for lunchatBell’s, an
excellentmodernFrenchbistro fromchefDaisy
Ryan,a recipientofFood&Wine’s prestigious
BestNewChefaward.Fansof themovieSideways
canmakeasmall detour to the townofBuellton,
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Checklist
SAN
FRANCISCO
GETTINGTHERE
Fly non-stop from
Auckland to SanFrancisco
withAirNZandUnited
Airlines.

DETAILS
visitcalifornia.com

TheGeorgianHotel in Santa
Monica has been restored
to its art deco glory; Santa
Barbara ocean frontwalk.
Photos / 123rf, supplied

wheremuchof itwas filmed, andcheckout the
WindmillMotel,nowrebrandedas theSideways
Motel.

Saveyourwine tasting forSantaBarbara,
however,where thereareamultitudeofgreat
tastingroomspacked into theprettygridof
streetsnear thebeach.Oneof thebest isAuBon
Climat,whichoffers tasting flightsof its
signaturechardonnaysandpinotnoirs.

Afterawalkalong thepalmtree-linedbeach
headout fora taco touralongS.MilpasSt,with
stopsatLaSuper-Rica,ElBajio, andEastBeach
Tacos.Check in for thenightat the five-starHotel
Californian,whichhasanunbeatable location in
theheart ofSantaBarbara’s livelyFunkZone
andoffers luxuriousrooms, aspa, outdoorpool,
andseveralbarsandrestaurants.

Day5—SantaBarbaratoLosAngeles
It’s just onemore two-hourdrive intoLos
Angeles,with theroadmostly following thecoast

again for this final stretch.All ofLAisyour
oysterbut Iprefer to stickby thesea, and for
this trip, I checked into theGeorgianHotel in
SantaMonica for the final twonights.Originally
opened in1933when itwasknownas theGrand
DameofSantaMonica, thehotelwasamagnet
forHollywoodA-listers in itsheydaybut fell into
disrepair in lateryears.NewownerBLVD
Hospitalityhasgiven ita stunningmakeover
withbrightartdeco interiorsandabuzzy,
speakeasy-style restaurant thathasbought the
Georgianback to its formerglory.

Justdowntheroad fromthehotel is the iconic
SantaMonicaPier,with its fairgroundridesand
amusementarcades; it’s also theofficial start/
endpointofAmerica’smost famoushistoric
highway,Route 66, commemoratedbyasignat
theendof thepier.

OurCaliforniaroad tripendshere,but if you
had the time, it couldeasilybe thestart ofanother
bigadventure.
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