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Pride
Progress

Thirty years ago, Amsterdam Pride began as
a party. But in 2026, as WorldPride arrives in the
Dutch capital, can it be something more?
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Liberal legacy
Unlike Pride celebrations elsewhere,
Amsterdam Pride started as
n protest, Conceived as 2 prefude ta the
1998 Gay Games, it was o wiy of showing
gratitiude snys De Haan, ‘Pride everywhers

else in the world stasted from activ
here, it was athank you - to the city and

its inhabitants, Much of this reflects the
Notherlands' long-standing reputation for
LGBTQT+ rights, Tt wus the first country tn
lagakise same-sex murriage back in 2001
it's home to Use oldest ope rbing LGBTQI»
ights orgameation, COC MNetherlands: and
was one of the fizsl countries lo declassily
homosexuality as o mental illness back in
1973,

Tt wass't abwnys so progressive, however,

The Netherlands was ones a very religious
and conservative coantry Willem

Duyvendak, professor of sociuboy ot |
University of Amsterdum says it wasn't until
the counterenlture movemant of the 1960
that this hegan b change. ‘Seeial change

11 the 19605 was pol only
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LGBTQN people but for everyone,” e says.
Ldon't think there was any other country
whero sn many peaple kst their faith in

auch o short perind.”

hver the next fes decades, the Nether-
lands became increasingly secularised.
Activism existed - from a gay rights protest
11969 to Roxe Zaterdag [Pink Saturday|
in 1979 - hut by the 1990, many of those
Lattles appeared, at least oo pager, Lo hay
heen won. Years of sacial | ism halpod
shape Prids into semething distinet, says

Michiel Klaassen, a jourialist ab NI WVieo-
weand co-author ala book on the history
of Pride in Amsterdam, 'In the 1990s,
Amsterdsmwme firmiy on the map as the
gy enpital of Burope, if not the woeld” he
says, We had progressive conlition gov-

AGAM TOM

If you sea any
discrimination,
contact RITA -
Report It Always.

— the so-called ole cabinet
which secured first registered parinerships
for sama-gex conplas and then sama-sex
marriage. The immediate need lor activism
within the goy and lesbian eommmunity hod,
o sotrie xtent, faded’

Pride for everyone

Amsterdam Pride's calobratory origin,
however, is exactly what's now being gues-
tioned. After years of organisutional chnng-
s, Pride in Amsterdam is being asked to
celebrate progress as well as acoount for

It And the arrival of WorldPride puts Am-
hohal mament
and under repewed scrating. Lucien Spee
de Castilln Ruiz, director of Pride Amster-
dam and WorldPride Amsterdam 2026,

ts optimistic they can poll off an even
remember. We want o beave o Jegacy,
b sy
Jjust bea purty.” And as former TronePride
nrganiser Yon Manued Vas Dins puts it:
“Visihility alone is not enough.’ Pride has
Lts eritics. Many say iLstill puls oo much 5

to

ride is a ety but itshould sol

Diva into tha dafinitiva history of Amstardam Pride with
the beok Tussen fasst an protest [betwesn party and
protest; Dutch only), published shead of WorldPride, by
| Michiel K indd M L]
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JetNugter(s8)
T baliava shova &l in Pride a5 n form of protast. Calabrations.
and partiss are part of it 199, but there are 5o many people who
have faught to be visible as queer people in the first place.
There are still paople who werk tirelessly every day to resist the
ever-growing fear snd hostility towards the LEBTG1- cammunity
in our socisty, That's why iteso
frustrating to 8a thet soma paople
 vinw (Warld)Pride merely a5 a sort
' of ‘Pink King's Day’, yot hava sb-
 salutely no understanding of what
- # sands for. Ameterdarm is more
' qussr-friendly than many other
 places In the country. But it really
. dopands on whore you ara n the
ity in & quear-friandly club, cafd or
ports slub, you know yau're ahwmys
welcome just as you are and where
you can fesl & sanse of auphora
about your gender and/or sexual ori-
aniation. But we need mora of those.
 pinces ond sprasd more.

Pon Di Pride
Fastival

WorldPride Music Festival

ing tha best

TAMSTERTIAN L

Transpodium
Trans artists take to the st
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thay lat thair voices ba heard
and figurativaly.



Roze in Blauw are Amsterdam’s dedicated
police unit for the LGBETQI+ community,
while the Pink Point at the Homomonument
is the official LGBTQI+ information kiosk.
POLITIE, NLAONDERWERPEN/ROZE-IN-BLALW

FINKPOINT.ML
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Pablo Torrecillas (31) B ,ﬁﬁ
‘From the beginning, I've felt more like myself in Amsterdam. it's F oA v =

hard to define, but | think it's the sense of freedom. Even as a tour-
ist, you feel it. And when you live here, it becomes part of everyday
life; it’s kind of ingrained in the culture. The city, and especially the

people | met, gave me the space to explore

who | really am. My relationship with my ; ,'."f 5§ \ L
family in Brazil is difficult. My dad hasn't RN A ‘\\?}
spoken to me since | came out in 2019. So | 1‘\%\3&:

building a life here, with people who accept
me, has been really important. I've found my
community here. It feels like a chosen family.
Personally, | feel safe here, but | also recog-
nise that comes from privilege from the way |
look. | have close friends who've experienced
the opposite. What am | looking forward to
during Pride? I'd love to join the Pride March,
But honestly, I'm most excited about spending
time with friends.'
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Anne Stoof (29)
‘[Amsterdam] says ‘we're a safe space’, but for who exactly? If you
want to promote yourself as a safe haven city, you need to do a little
bit mare than just say it. A safe space is about accountability. You go
to a club and they state, “We don't accept transphobia or racism and
discrimination” in the house rules, but then you come to the bouncer
and they want to pat you down and say, “Are you a man or a wom-
an?"...[And so] you limit yourself — what bars you go to, what spaces
feel safe. With my own changing identity from lesbian to transgender
man, | see that there are marginalised voices within our community
that aren't being heard. And often those
people are being silenced. They're told:
“MNow is the time to celebrate, don't crit-
icise everything.” What we need is safe

focus on celebration and commercial visi-
bility at the expense of the community and
real issues faced within it. Others point to
it being too white, too male and too geared
towards the gay community, over queer
and trans people. Spee de Castillo Ruiz
acknowledges both parts but says there are
reasons. “We have Trans Pride, Black Pride,
Religious Pride, Youth Pride, Senior Pride,
and we pay for those with the money we
earn from the Canal Parade, which is the

housing, healthcare, destigmatisation and
education. What we don’t need is a Book-
ing.com boat. If they want to give money
to the event, great. But why do they need
to be centre stage? Then it's just perform-
ative. When we talk about unity, | don't
know if it's really unity. We're very frag-

mented as a community, there isn’t enough

space for the actual community if corpora-
tions are still front and centre.’
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VISIT IAMSTERDAM.COM

milk cow. But we are mostly white people.”
Naomie Pieter, the founder of Black Pride
NL, knows this well. But after vears of
organising to get black, queer and trans
voices heard, she believes progress has
been made through the Queer Amsterdam
movement which challenged who gets to
organise Pride. "'We broke the monopaly of
Pride,’ she says. "With Queer Amsterdam,
we created an alternative Pride. Before

we started, only one organisation could
effectively organise Pride. After two years,
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the municipality changed the poalicy, now
srysne can apply for funding and anganise

on: [their] Pride.

Our pick of the best on the agenda A safe haven?
dl.l.l'irlg worldPride - ] ¥ WorldPride arrives as reported hate
crimes tovnrnds LGBTOT+ people in
the Netherlands are rising sharply.
'WORLDPRIDE HUMAN RIGHTS CANAL - N According to areport conducted
GONFERENCE PARADE L . - Ty thse Dutch government in 2022,
Four main themes take centre stage This year ‘ h - third of all diserimination re-
vl tos soxual orbemtation.
Ilbeing, Heritag i recent manitor by the
ources & Leadership - i , Ined + ; Public Health Service of Amsterdam
(GGL) found that kess than hall of young
|u-op|¢ acoept sarme-yex relationslips,

Apgency, cruise thu canals and 10,000
at stadium on the Prinsengracht. considared it normal
18 Philip Tijzma, a spokesperson for COC
LOVE ON THE GANALS - 30 YEARS Nedertand, says it painks aworrying ple-
OF CANAL PARADE HART MUSEUM X COC: HIGH ture While the rise [n reports is due to im-
HEELS HURRAY1
A hub for the queer communi
Musaum will play host to

proved reparting methods, he says italso

reflects nbroader trend, “There hasbeen a
huge incrense in hatred towards LORTOT-
% growth year
on vear in reports - now il's 30-30%.' He
sy iT'a an i that affects trans people
jon through n = 7 in particitlar. Whathor WaorldPride con
photographs, personal stodes and 3 3 aededress all the issues the community faces
art ot the Grachtenmuseum's Intest 5 i isone thing - whether it should, is anather.
exhibition. x Ehe. - And while Ansters
Eon y = forefrant of LGBTQLs progress, whether
it ean sty there is an open question. De
PRIDE MARCH & TRANS PRIDE Haun, one of the organisers of the first
WALK Canal Parnde, oliaves the cityis capohle
Pride Mareh, now in its 18th adition, of meeting the moment, ns it kas before
“Society has become more divided " he
sy But we have tofind new ways to be in

people. We tsed to see s 8-§

m reriains at the

respect And T think Amsterduom still hos

that power.’ Pride in Amsterdam may not
b been bern from protest Hut in 2006,
il fsay be forced o reckan with LL, z
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Misuwe Kerk is hosting the exhibition, Queer Amsterdam,
the Pink City, 2 blagraphy of Amsterdam’s LGETQE com-
meunity that celebrates the 25th anniversary of epen civil
marriags in the Netherlande.
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Ruben Dingemans (50)

Tm Dutch-indoniesian, having fived in Friealand and The Hagus,
and moved ta Amsterdam in 198, the year of the Gay Games,

The wheie ity felt different. Everywhere you looked, pesple wers

showing uﬁmlunnwdy. holding hands. | remember thinking:
1his is nice, 1t fait aimost unreal. That was & besutiful way to arrve
inthe eity. For nlang time, | didnt
~want to be defined by my seauality

o oy ethnicity. But those things are.

 part of who you ars. Amsterdam gava
“ma o sanss of sefuty. It halped mo
undrerstand that baing goy was not
something separate from the rest of
me, People criticiss the Canal Parade

for being too commercial, and | under-
stand that. But Lalso think: look at the

biggar picturs, Evarybody has a raka to

 piay. A friend had just maved here and

- il be was really moved by the Canal
- Parade because it meant he could
 Finadly just be himsalf. And that really

- gtruck me. | realised how much we -

- somitimen take it for grantad hore.'

Pride
WorldPride is the world's biggest
LGHTQI+ event, ususlly held every
twa \.enr» in o differant :uwarumdl

s & tweo-waak programme, spanning
culturs, parties and conferances.

e building 1 huge
stadium on Princang racht,
Spee de Castllle Rulz, direstor of Pride

ardam and WarldPride 202

wa're going to have &n intema’
human
van Barlage. We want te show i h.m
be o community thing."
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