




News Service of Florida 

Gov. Ron DeSantis has deliv-
ered an ultimatum to state 
lawmakers over medical 
marijuana. 

Saying they failed to heed 
the will of voters, DeSantis 
ordered Florida lawmakers 
Thursday to eliminate a ban 
on smokable medical mari-
juana and, if they don’t comply, 
threatened to drop the state’s 
appeal of a court ruling that 
found the prohibition ran 
afoul of a 2016 constitutional 
amendment.

The new Republica n 
governor said he also wants 
lawmakers to address other 
components of a 2017 law that 
was passed to carry out the 
constitutional amendment. 
DeSantis said lawmakers 
should revisit a cap on 
the number of medical-
marijuana licenses and a 

“vertical integration” system 
that requires operators to 
grow, process and distribute 
cannabis products.

“This is all about doing the 
people’s will,” DeSantis said.

DeSa ntis made t he 
announcement while flanked 
by U.S. Rep. Matt Gaetz, a 
former state representative 
who played a key role in the 
legislature on medical mari-
juana issues, and Orlando trial 
lawyer John Morgan, who 
largely bankrolled the consti-
tutional amendment and who 
initiated the legal challenge to 
the smoking ban.

An overwhelming number 
of Floridians, “about as big a 
majority as you can get in this 
day and age,” wanted patients 
with debilitating conditions to 

have access to 
medical mari-
juana, under 
the supervision 
of physicians, 
the governor 
said.

“Whether 
they have to 

smoke it or not, who am I to 
judge that? I want people to 
be able to have their suffering 
relieved. I don’t think this law 
is up to snuff,” he said.

DeSantis, a Har vard-
educated lawyer, said he would 
prefer to have lawmakers deal 
with the issue rather than 
leave it to the courts, noting 
that the state is involved in 
several marijuana-related 
legal challenges.

“I want to use the fact that 
we are in litigation as leverage 
to get better laws passed,” he 
said.

The legislature held a special 
session in 2017 and passed the 

law that included the smoking 
ban and limits on licenses. 
Supporters said the smoking 
ban was needed because of 
health dangers from smoking.

But DeSantis used harsh 
words to critique the medical-
marijuana system created 
by the legislature and gave 
lawmakers a short time frame 
to address what could be a 
thorny issue. The governor 
said he would ask the courts 
to put the appeal in the smok-
able marijuana case on hold 
until mid-March; the 2019 
legislative session begins on 
March 5.

“I want to have the elected 
representatives write the law 
in the way that the people 
intended. We’ll give them a 
couple weeks in session to 
address the smoking issue. 
And if they don’t do it, we’re 
going to dismiss the case. 
We’re going to move on,” he 
said. 

“The legislature can’t just 
decide not to implement it 
(the constitutional amend-
ment) the way it was intended. 
So I hope by giving them 
this notice, by giving them 
a deadline, they’ll get the  
job done.”
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Then there’s the issue of 
edible cannabis products. 
Florida’s law listed edibles 
among approved forms. 

Trulieve recently reached a 
deal to bring edibles to Florida. 
But patients will have to wait 
until FDOH approves the 
products for sale. 

Governor  
Demands Change

Gov. Ron DeSantis on 
Thursday criticized the law 
the Legislature passed to 
implement the constitutional 
amendment and demanded a 
new law by mid-March — or 
else. 
He wants the new measure 
to end the ban on smoking 
medical marijuana and to 
loosen limits on treatment 
center licenses. 

If lawmakers fail to act, he 
threatened to drop the state’s 
challenges to lawsuits over 
those issues. 

“I want to have the elected 
representatives write the law 
in a way the people intended, 
so we’ll give them a couple of 
weeks in session to address the 
smoking issue, and if they don’t 
do it, we’re going to dismiss the 
case and move on,” DeSantis 
said.

Florida’s new Republican 
legislative leaders, Senate 
President Bill Galvano and 
House Speaker Jose Oliva, said 
they will work with DeSantis 
to amend the law. Galvano 
said in a news release that 
implementing the constitu-
tional amendment “has been 
an ongoing problem mired in 
complex and protracted legal 
challenges.”

“Governor DeSantis has 
indicated that he prefers a 
legislative solution rather than 
a judicial order to bring the 
issue of implementation of the 
amendment to a conclusion. A 
legislative solution has always 
been my preferred course of 
action, and we will certainly 
honor the governor’s request,” 
Galvano said.

Newly elected Agriculture 
Commissioner Nikki Fried, 

a former lobbyist for the 
medical marijuana industry, 
also supports dropping the 
smoking ban. 

Fried has said she is 
creating a new position in 
the Department of Agri-
cu lt ure a nd Consumer 
Services called the director 
of cannabis to oversee agri-
cultural hemp and medical 
marijuana edibles. 

Next Big Thing: Edibles

From his perspective as CEO 
of Liberty Health Sciences, 
Scorsis said, the health depart-
ment’s approach thus far has 
been largely positive. 

“They have consistently 
asked for input from the 
licensed producers,” he said. 

“With that being said, we need 
to move faster with edibles and 
the offering of flower.”

Walker said Trulieve is 
excited to sell edibles, pending 
the department’s approval, 
though she said it will take 
some time once that is received 
before patients can receive the 
products. 

“We’re hopeful for some very 
positive changes,” she said. 

More Expensive Than 
Meds

Even if these changes occur, 
barriers for patients will 
remain — including cost. 

Insurance does not cover 

any form of medical marijuana, 
which the federal government 
still classifies as illegal. 

A recent survey of Florida 
voters found that 77 percent 
want to see it covered by 
private health insurance 
companies. 

Sixty-nine percent also 
thought Medicaid should 
cover medical marijuana. 
The survey was conducted by 
Fabrizio, Lee & Associates and 
ALG Research, and paid for by 
an industry group.  

Cost has been the biggest 
setback for Schiff, who used to 
have a $45 co-pay for her pain 
prescriptions. 

She now spends $200 to 
$300 per month on medical 
marijuana, and $75 per year to 
remain in the patient registry. 

Because of the cost, she said, 
she is not able to take medical 
marijuana to manage her pain 
during the day, reserving her 
supplies for bedtime so she 
can sleep. 

“I’m always in pain. I was 
always in pain even with the 
pain medicine,” she said. “I 
definitely think it would help. 
I know it would, I just can’t 
afford it.”

Infor mat ion f rom the 
Associated Press was included 
in this report. Ciara Varone is a 
senior writer with The Villages 
Daily Sun. She can be reached at 
352-753-1119, ext. 5395, or ciara.
varone@thevillagesmedia.com.

COMPARING MEDICAL MARIJUANA  
AND LOW-THC CANNABIS 
Medical Marijuana — All medical products with levels of 
tetrahydrocannabinol higher than 0.8 percent. Because of 
the significant amount of THC, it can cause a “high” reaction. 
Medical cannabis includes all parts of the plant, including 
seeds and resin extracted from any part of the cannabis 
plant. Low-THC Cannabis — Means a plant of the genus 
Cannabis, the dried flowers of which contain 0.8 percent 
or less of tetrahydrocannabinol and more than 10 percent 
of cannabidiol weight. Patients taking this typically do not 
experience a “high” commonly associated with cannabis 
because of the low amounts of THC in the dose. 
Source: Florida Department of Health
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