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“I love to venture off the 
beaten path, so I rely on 
Google Maps to navigate 
new areas. Music lets 
me enjoy Miles Davis 
while I'm on the road, 
and of course, I collect 
all my memories on 
Instagram.”

“As soon as I arrive 
somewhere new, I check 
out VoiceMap, which 
has a huge catalogue of 
in-depth audio guides 
wri"en by experts. I’m 
currently working on 
one for Hanoi – it will be 
Vietnam’s first!”

Joshua has called Vietnam 
home for more than a 
decade and has covered 
the country for Lonely 
Planet, Tripadvisor, 
Wallpaper, The Economist, 
Insider and more. 

When Ben isn’t crafting 
stories about cities, you'll 
find him daydreaming about 
life on a small farm in the 
not-too-distant future.

Apart from writing and 
styling, Pierra has two poetry 
books (the self-published 
The Heartbreak Diaries, 
and Anvil Publishing’s Dear 
Universe), with a third 
volume in the works

Datu is a writer and chef 
from Manila. His favorite 
destinations are Bangkok, 
Bukidnon and Bali. 

“Google Translate 
is a lifesaver. I find 
that the app is most 
useful in markets, 
restaurants and 
transportation. It 
has also protected 
from me from cringey 
mispronunciation.”

“The first thing I do is 
check weather apps/
sites like wunderground.
com to know how to 
pack for a trip – capsule 
wardrobe planning is 
already part of the fun! 
Google Maps and Google 
Translate always come 
in handy, too.”

May 2024

What’s your favorite app 
when you travel?

3
Days in 

Saigon for 
under $150

TEXT BY JOSHUA ZUKAS

Packed with rich history and habit-
forming cuisine that can be enjoyed 
on every street corner, a weekend in 

Saigon is always a cheap thrill 

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart
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Cebu Pacific has multiple 
flights to General Santos 

from Manila, Cebu, 
Clark and Iloilo.

cebupacificair.com

PHOTOS BY EDGAR ALAN ZETA-YAP

Where to stay

Just a 30-minute drive from the 
General Santos International 
Airport, the Grand Summit 
Hotel General Santos 
o!ers guestrooms and suites 
designed for a perfect balance 
of comfort and functionality. 
Wireless internet and ample 
desk space in each room 
ensure productivity for 
business travelers, while 
facilities like a multi-level pool, 
in-house gym and spa make for 
plenty of relaxing downtime. At 
the dining outlet Café Summit, 
the menu is a satisfying mix 
of familiar fare and local 
favorites – make sure to order 
the Tuna Belly Sisig. While in 
town, arrange an early-morning 
visit to the famous General 
Santos Fish Port Complex to 
see for yourself why the city is 
considered the Tuna Capital of 
the Philippines.

 grandsummithotels.ph 

It's easy to mix business with 
leisure at this new hotel in 
GenSan's commercial district

Let’s go!

Have a 
field day
On this flourishing 
farm near Cagayan 
de Oro, sustainability 
goes hand in hand with 
restful pauses from 
everyday life

#FarmStay     #CDO    

TEXT BY DATU SHARIFF PENDATUN

“ You can't leave Taiwan without taking home some of its high 
mountain oolong tea. We bought ours at this unassuming 

134-year-old store called Wang Tea, located on the outskirts 
of the Dadaocheng area in Taipei. This tea house still uses the 

traditional way of roasting tea leaves 

” 

  @lnemilsanjose

#TheJuanThingToDo
...IN TAIPEI

Deep, satisfying breaths of fresh 
crisp air and transient pauses, 
well-earned respites from daily 
routine, are simple things enjoyed 
as a luxury these days. 

One and a half hours drive 
away from Cagayan de Oro, in 
Barangay Kalugmanan, Manolo 
Fortich, Bukidnon, is a sanctuary 
that provides an opportunity for 
such a respite. Tuminugan Farm 
stands on a 100ha property on the 
foothills of Mt. Kitanglad. The 
name Tuminugan was gifted by the 
indigenous people of mountainous 
Bukidnon to the farm. In the local 
Binukid tongue, Tuminugan is 
a paradise created by God that 
sprung out of nothing. The area 
started to be reforested in the ’80s 
and is now home to a wide array 
of flora and fauna like indigenous 
trees and deer. The farm’s cool 
microclimate is also unique to the 

area because of forestation.
Offering a taste of country life, 

the farm’s accommodations are 
situated in a charming farmhouse 
and cozy co"age, with spaces like 
The Saddle Room and The Sleigh 
Room providing the comforts of 
home. Guests can take a cool dip in 
a mountain-water reservoir, have 
a picnic at dawn with a canyon as 
backdrop or have a bonfire under 
the enchanting starlit Bukidnon 

sky. On Saturday mornings, 
Tuminguan hosts a farmer’s market 
with organic produce. 

Tuminugan Farm also hosts 
walking tours that give a glimpse 
into a life intimate with nature. 
Visitors are led through gardens 
where vegetables, turmeric, adlai 
and yacon are cultivated, see the 
farm’s conscientiously raised 
livestock, learn about the on-site 
Permaculture Farm School and 

“The farm’s cool microclimate is also 
unique to the area because of forestation

#BackToBasics     
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TEXT BY PIERRE CALASANZ

More of 
Manila’s latest

EDOYA
One of the newest restaurants 
in Makati’s Little Tokyo 
neighborhood is also one of its 
largest. The best seat in this 
two-level eatery is at the sushi 
bar, where diners can watch 
the Japanese chefs work. Apart 
from the sushi and sashimi, 
Edoya’s extensive menu 
harbors other favorites from 
tempura to ramen. 

 edoya.ph    

MASUKAL BISTRO
This low-key spot in Quezon 
City’s Teachers Village area is a 
cooperative made up of food-
and-drink outlets run by artists, 
musicians and other creatives. 
Find a mix of inventive cocktails 
from Lǀǀb, tasty tacos from El 
Hermano Loco and pizzas with a 
local twist from Terra Bomba.

 masukal_bistro

New eating spots in the Metro

Let’s go!

TEXT BY BEN CHIN

Singapore is a vibrant melting pot of 
cultures, so it’s not surprising that its café 
scene is just as diverse. There are myriad 
choices for anyone after a delicious dose 
of caffeine: from the robust, thick brews 
at the local kopitiams (a term for coffee 
shops derived from Malay and Hokkien) 

to the slick barista-led 
operations in luxury 

malls. And coffee 
lovers only have 
more to look 

forward to this year 
– so here’s a taste 
of some of the new 

cafés that’ll perk up 
your day.

Miracle Coffee

Musical superstar JJ Lin’s Miracle Coffee at 
Marina Bay Sands’ ArtScience Museum is 
the singer’s first local flagship café opened in 
December 2023 after a wildly successful year-
long pop-up at the nearby Rain Oculus. The airy, 
minimalist space is a calming se"ing to enjoy 
the signature range of range of pour-overs made 
using single-origin coffee beans – as well as 
beloved Singapore exclusives like Kaya Cloud, an 
iced American-style coffee with a velvety fresh 
cream cap that’s flavored with golden-brown 
kaya and shaved gula melaka (palm sugar). 
Complement your brew with sweet treats – the 
Kopi Choux Puff, filled with creamy custard 
infused with Singapore’s famously potent 
Nanyang coffee, is a must-try. 

  miraclecoffeesg

Brew Horizons
A clutch of new cafés is 
opening up around the 

Lion City – so coffee lovers 
won’t want for a fresh 

cup to try

#CafeHop     #Singapore     

CaFfeIne
,

Peace,
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TEXT BY DATU SHARIFF PENDATUN

“ You can't leave Taiwan without taking home some of its high 
bought ours at this unassuming 

134-year-old store called Wang Tea, located on the outskirts 
of the Dadaocheng area in Taipei. This tea house still uses the 

traditional way of roasting tea leaves 

” 

sky. On Saturday mornings, 
Tuminguan hosts a farmer’s market 
with organic produce. 

Tuminugan Farm also hosts 
walking tours that give a glimpse 
into a life intimate with nature. 
Visitors are led through gardens 
where vegetables, turmeric, adlai 
and yacon are cultivated, see the 
farm’s conscientiously raised 
livestock, learn about the on-site 
Permaculture Farm School and 

“The farm’s cool microclimate is also 
unique to the area because of forestation

Shopping ideas for 
your summer travels

Gear
up!

PHOTOS BY TOTO LABRADOR
TEXT AND STYLING BY PIERRA CALASANZ-LABRADOR

Bag ’em up
Vacation mode, 
on! Whether you’re 
heading out of town, 
chilling in the city or 
planning precious 
me-time, complete 
your summer fits with 
wi!y and pre!y totes 
and caps.

#FreshShoppingFinds

#TotesCute     

1 Uniqlo’s crochet hat in natural (P1,490); uniqlo.com

2 Fine Time Studios’ Haynako Tote Bag in aquamarine 
(P549); finetimestudios.com

 1

 2
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The Sympathizer
HBO Go
Robert Downey Jr. stars in this 
limited series about a spy who 
seeks refuge in the US, based on 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning novel by 
Viet Thanh Nguyen.

Mar 
24–26

May 18

May 11
Niall Horan

Jakarta (Beach City International Stadium)

The former One Direction member is embarking on his 
third solo tour in support of his album The Show. Sing 
along to soft-rock hits like “Heaven” and “Slow Hands”.

Treasure
Hong Kong 
(AsiaWorld-Expo)
Treasure is best known for K-Pop 
earworms such as “Darari” and 
“Jikjin”. The 10-piece group sold more 
than a million albums in just five 
months and was even nominated at 
the MTV Europe Awards for the Best 
Asia Act category last year.

Cirque du Soleil LUZIA
Melbourne (Flemington Racecourse) 
Described as a “love letter to all things 
Mexican”, LUZIA is a Cirque du Soleil 
original set in fictional Mexico. The 
circus show features water-infused 
acrobatics, trapeze aerial stunts and 
gravity-defying leaps that will leave 
viewers in awe. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF YG ENTERTAINMENT (TREASURE)
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3
Days in 

Saigon for 
under $150

TEXT BY JOSHUA ZUKAS

Packed with rich history and habit-
forming cuisine that can be enjoyed 
on every street corner, a weekend in 

Saigon is always a cheap thrill 

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart
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lashbacks from a whirlwind weekend in Saigon, aka Ho Chi Minh City, will linger for 
weeks. This is undoubtedly one of the most dynamic cities in Southeast Asia, but it’s also 
one of the most affordable. Sights, museums and temples cost li"le more than one or 
two dollars (if anything), and while the city is cultivating fine-dining and artisanal café 
scenes, cheap eats and streetside coffee still reign supreme.

The city doesn’t just have two names, one official and one colloquial; it also has two 
personalities. While first impressions are likely to be of its cacophonous anarchy, buried 

within buildings are calm and sophisticated oases. Here’s how you can navigate the storm without depleting your 
energy reserves (or breaking the bank).

COLONIAL 
DISTRICT 1 AND 
FOODIE DISTRICT 4

Start at the beginning in 
District 1. The French bulldozed 
much of the ancient city, but 
it’s hard not to appreciate what 
they constructed in its place. 
The red-brick Notre Dame 
Cathedral (free), built in the 
1870s, is one of the city’s oldest 
and grandest colonial buildings. 

D
ay

 1 Make sure you take a close look 
at the statue of the Virgin Mary 
in front: many believe she sheds 
tears. 

After a quick visit to the 
adjacent Saigon Central Post 
Office (free), built in the 1880s 
with French and Khmer motifs, 
stroll southeast down Dong 
Khoi Street. After passing the 
Opera House, it’s time for coffee. 
Look for 151 Dong Khoi, squeeze 
past the art stalls and climb 
the stairs to find Okkio Caffe, a 
new design café, and try their 

(Left to right)  
Notre Dame Cathedral;  

Pho Thin by SOL; Saigon 
Central Post Office

small-batch roasted coconut 
coffee (75,000VND). Then stroll 
over the Nguyen Hue Boulevard 
and se"le in for lunch at Pho 
Thin by SOL. You can embellish 
the pho (88,000VND) here with 
an onsen egg (12,000VND) and 
some crispy fried dough sticks 
(12,000VND).

Springtime is sweltering in 
Saigon, so after lunch, hide from 
the heat and explore 14 Ton That 
Dam, two blocks southwest. 
This former apartment building 
houses dozens of independent 

F
#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart

PHOTOS BY HAMDAN YOSHIDA / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (SAIGON CENTRAL POST OFFICE), 
NGUYEN QUANG NGOC TONKIN / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (NOTRE-DAME CATHEDRAL),

  @JAUNTY_JAN (PHO THIN BY SOL) 50            MAY 2024            
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(Top from bottom) 
Cafe Hoang Thi; 
Rainbow Bridge

boutiques, and if you need 
another java break, try Café 
Hoang Thi. This time, order a bac 
xiu (50,000VND) – a delectably 
sweet mixture of Robusta coffee, 
fresh milk and condensed milk.

Exit District 1 by hopping 
over the pedestrian Cau Mong, 
or Rainbow Bridge, designed by 
Gustave Eiffel (known for the 
Eiffel Tower) in 1882, to District 
4. Strike east for a block and 
visit the Ho Chi Minh Museum 
(10,000VND) to learn about the 

Great eats, 
fine value

Ho Chi Minh City is at the forefront 
of culinary innovation in Vietnam, 
evidenced by a generous spread 
of fine-dining establishments. 
Some of these restaurants, like 
the newly opened Oryz Saigon, 
o!er extraordinary value for 
money. Singaporean chef-patron 
Chris Fong has drawn inspiration 
from the recipes of Cholon for his 
10-course spring tasting menu 
(1,700,000VND), so expect a 
delicate modern twist on Viet-
Chinese favourites including 
dumplings, hoan thanh (wonton) 
and the rice-noodle dish hu tieu. 
Surely there’s no better way to 
round o! a day exploring Chinatown.

Coffees:  
125,000VND

Lunch:  
112,000VND

Museum:  
10,000VND

Dinner:  
300,000VND

Taxi:  
65,000VND

Total:  
612,000VND 

 
(US$25)

life of the revolutionary leader 
who gave his name to the city. 
With plenty of time (and budget) 
to spare, make your way through 
District 4’s tight alleyways 
to Vinh Khanh Street – an 
organised-crime hub decades 
ago, but now a foodie paradise. 
Here you’ll find rowdy beer halls 
serving up fresh seafood and 
snails, a Saigon specialty, and 
you can get a very decent meal 
for 300,000VND. Jump in a taxi 
(65,000VND) home.

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart

PHOTOS BY @PUTICHAI (CAFE HOANG THI), 
KHOI VU / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (RAINBOW BRIDGE)
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HISTORIC 
DISTRICT 3

District 3 is one of Ho Chi Minh 
City’s most desirable residential 
neighbourhoods, and today 
you’ll see why. Start at Turtle 
Lake and the modernist lotus-
flower sculpture. Get caffeinated 
in one of the spots overlooking 
the lake (which is actually more 
of a pond), such as Cong Ca Phe, 
which flaunts a Communist-
chic theme with wooden lounge 
chairs and olive-green walls. 
Sample one of the signatures, 
like coffee with coconut and 
green rice (65,000VND).

Meander southwest past 
the modernist Independence 
Palace, colonial Archbishop's 
Residence and peer over the 
walls of the War Remnants 
Museum to see some pristine 

D
ay

 2 fighter jets and tanks, a bizarre 
site in the middle of a big city. 
Stop for lunch at nearby Hum, 
which serves vegan versions of 
traditional Vietnamese dishes 
in elegant surroundings. Try 
the pomelo salad with passion 
fruit (130,000VND) and the 
deep-fried square spring rolls 
(270,000VND). Skip dessert and 
head two blocks southwest to 
The Cocoa Project, a stylish 
sustainable chocolatier, to nibble 
on a chocolate bar enhanced 
with local flavours (72,000).

With your sweet tooth 
satisfied, continue southwest 
to the Secret Weapon Bunker 
(free), once a private home 
with a hidden basement that 
stored weapons during the 
Vietnam War. Then continue 
in the same direction to Hu 
Tieu Hong Phat, which has 
been around for almost 50 

years. Try their signature dish, 
hu tieu (118,000VND) – chewy 
rice noodles with a dozen or so 
toppings. After dinner, delve 
into District 3’s tight alleyways 
as you stroll towards Mua 
Craft Sake to enjoy a house-
brewed artisanal sake flight 
(160,000VND), then get a taxi 
back (45,000VND).

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart

“Get ca!einated in one of the 
spots overlooking the lake (which is 

actually more of a pond), such as 
Cong Ca Phe

Coffee:  
65,000VNDLunch:  

400,000VND
Chocolate:  72,000VNDDinner:  118,000VNDSake flight:  160,000VND

Taxi:  
45,000VND

Total:  
860,000VND  

 
(US$35)

(Left to right) 
Independence Palace; 

War Remnants Museum; 
Turtle Lake

PHOTO BY XUANHUONGHO / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (WAR REMNANTS MUSEUM)
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DISTRICTS 5 AND 6: 
CHINATOWN

A century ago, Ho Chi Minh 
City was two cities: Saigon and 
Cholon. The Chinese mercantile 
neighborhood of Cholon was 
absorbed into the city in 1931, 
and today is divided between 
Districts 5, 6, 8, 10 and 11. 
Districts 5 and 6 hold most of 
the action.

Hop in a taxi (75,000VND) 
and head out to S’mores Saigon 
Caffè – Cho Lon. Sample one of 
their cold brews (65,000VND), 
which will both caffeinate 
and hydrate. Then cross the 

D
ay

 3

road and duck into Hoa Sy 
Phuong Alley (free), surely one 
of the city’s most picturesque 
micro-neighborhoods. Then 
strike west along Nguyen Trai 
Street to Ba Thien Hau Temple 
(free). Constructed in the early 
19th century, this temple is 
dedicated to both Buddha and 
Thien Hau, the patron god 
protecting sailors. Another 
block northwest on Lao Tu 
Street is the multicolored Quan 
Am Pagoda (free) with its white 
ceramic statue of Guanyin, 
Goddess of Compassion.

Continue west to St Francis 
Xavier Church (Cha Tam, free), 
a small Catholic church built in 

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart

STYLISH 
STAYS 
IN CENTRAL 
SAIGON

M Village Hai Ba Trung, 
which opened last 
October, is ideally 
located just a few 
blocks northwest of 
Notre Dame Cathedral 
and Turtle Lake, the 
starting points for days 
1 and 2. The modern 
hotel, tucked away from 
the main road, o!ers 
a series of spacious 
studios and suites with 
elevated views and 
plenty of natural light at 
very reasonable prices. 
For something even 
more a!ordable, check 
out M Village Nguyen 
Van Thu, which is just 
around the corner.

(Clockwise from 
left) Ba Thien Hau 

Temple; St Francis 
Xavier Church; 

Quan Am Pagoda

PHOTOS BY BEN BRYANT / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (BA THIEN HAU TEMPLE), 
DAVID BOKUCHAVA / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH), 
SIMON VU / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (QUAN AM PAGODA)56            MAY 2024            
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the early 1900s, and take a break in 
the quiet courtyard before the final 
stop: Binh Tay Market. Seek out a 
light lunch in the food court at the 
back of the market, where you’ll 
find a full range of Vietnamese 
dishes for under 100,000VND, 
including a rich and hearty banh 
canh cua (tapioca noodle soup with 
crab) at Chau Lan. Then wander 

Cebu Pacific flies 10x weekly 
between Saigon and Manila.

cebupacificair.com

around the market taking in all 
the sights and sounds, and don’t 
miss the temple in the central 
courtyard. In the evening, stop by 
Oryz Saigon, one of Asia’s best-
value fine-dining restaurants, 
and blow the rest of your cash. 
You may be on a budget, but that 
shouldn’t stop you from ending 
the trip in style. 

#HoChiMinhCity #TipsFromALocal #SpendSmart

  
Coffee:  65,000VNDLunch:  100,000VNDTaxi rides:  75,000VND  

 
(only one  

 
ride is   
mentioned)Dinner and a drink at Oryz:  1,800,000VND

Total:  
2,040,000VND 

 
(US$83)

Three-day total:3,512,000VND (US$143)

(Clockwise from left) 
Binh Tay Market; 

banh canh cua

PHOTO BY RICHIE CHAN / SHUTTERSTOCK.COM (BINH TAY MARKET)58            MAY 2024            


