The two ended up sitting a seat apart at the
graduation ceremony, and Stephanie Brunsman
cheered her future husband on as he was awarded the
Sister Maria Corona Award.

“This was the perfect ending to our Mount fairy
tale,” Andrew Brunsman says.

College Ideal for Matchmaking

For decades, students and parents have chided
about going to college to earn an “MRS” degree. But
many men and women find themselves with not just
an academic degree upon graduation, but also a
soul mate.

Melanie agrees. “By the end of college, a lot of
people have their head on straight and are ready
to settle down,” she says. “When you spend so
much time with the same people, it’s easy to meet
people with your same interests, thus leading to
relationships.”

Yes, college is textbooks and projects and co-oping
and research papers resulting in a degree. But for
many, like most life experiences, college also is so
much more: relationships are forged and friendships
are made. And just as the culmination of classes turns
into a degree, for some, a friendship turns into a
lifelong partnership, and upon graduation new lives
begin — both in the brain and in the heart.

Melanie Tracy Pace and Adam Pace (third and fourth from left) with
friends and teachers at the Mount’s graduation.

memorable gallery exhibit for all the staff and visitors. New rules
for senior thesis were put into motion the following year.”

Stephanie’s and Andrew’s best Mount moment happened the
day they graduated. They met at the honors lounge and then
began walking to the Harrington Center for graduation.

“On the way, I opened the door to our former
poetry class and asked Steph to come with me,”
Andrew Brunsman says. “Once inside, I remember
saying, “This is where we started.” Steph smiled, and
I got down on one knee and asked her to marry
me. She said yes, and we were able to tell all of our
friends at graduation.”

Kara Gebhart Ubl is a freelance editor, writer and
blogger based in Fort Thomas, Ky.

*“I'his was the perfect ending
to our Mount, fairy tale.”

Brittany Bowman ’13, an inclusive early childhood education major, and

Jay Dolak "13, a general studies major with minors in criminology and forensic
science, met in a freshman astronomy class while dating other people. The
two became friends and ended up living across the hall

from each other the fall of their sophomore year. They

started dating, studying together and watching each
other practice their sports. The couple became engaged
at Churchill Downs in November 2012, and will be
married in the Mater Dei Chapel June 20, 2014. “| can’t
say I've ever been more blessed and happy,” Dolak says.

Photos provided.

18 - COLLEGE OF MOUNT ST. JOSEPH

Art flourishes an individual’s
self-expression and promotes one’s
attachment and sense of belonging to
the community.

When art students at the College of
Mount St. Joseph get the opportunity
to work outside of the classroom, they
intertwine course assignments with real
world experience by working with clients
to give back to others.

Mount graphic design students put
their talent and creativity to work for
customers throughout Greater Cincinnati
by crafting professional art that inspires,
engages and brings people together.

A CHALLENGING ASSIGNMENT

Last fall, Kolar Design and the
nonprofit ArtWorks collaborated with
Mount graphic design faculty to have
students create a series of posters for
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical
Center’s new Green Township facility.

Sophomores spent the 2012 fall
semester meeting the challenge of creating
“seek-and-find” posters that feature
dominant icons representing the theme
“Pride in the Westside.”

The object of the “seek-and-find”
posters is to include secondary elements
that serve as a game for patients and

their parents to locate and identify while
waiting for their appointments, says
Beth Belknap Brann, M.Des., associate
professor and chair of the Department of
Graphic Design.

The assignment: to reinforce Cincinnati
Children’s brand look and feel while
incorporating graphics and colors that
contribute to a welcoming and uplifting,
healing environment.

The posters are bright and cheerful
and effectively reduce stress, Brann says.
They also serve as a positive distraction
for anxious or nervous
children, she says.

Thirteen
sophomore graphic
design students
researched Westside
Cincinnati events,
people and places to
find inspiring
images that would
be recognizable to
Westside residents. Each student digitally
created three main icons using Adobe
Creative Suite® software. Icons were
focused on four themes: hard-working,
neighborly, family values, and teamwork,
according to the class syllabus.

“The depth of research our students

“The depth of research
our students completed
for this project gave them
a deeper appreciation for
Cincinnati’s Westside.”

— Beth Belknap Brann

Students weave
lessons into
artwork that
engages an entire
community.

completed for this project gave them

a deeper appreciation for Cincinnati’s
Westside,” Brann says. “Those that don’t
live there were taught by those that do
about the life and values there.”

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE

Mount students gained additional
insight by working with interpretations
from students of Bridgetown Middle
School, C.O. Harrison Elementary
School and Oak Hills High School. The
primary and secondary students created
additional art elements
by composing their
own watercolor and
hand-drawn images,
representing their own
unique interpretations of
Westside pride.

The final digital
artwork crafted by
the Mount students
incorporated these
background images, Brann says.

They worked with the secondary objects
and translated them into an identifiable
shape that united and contrasted the two
elements, creating the “seek-and-find”
concept.
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The hands-on experience is
invaluable for the sophomores who
took part.

“This collaboration was my first
experience working with a client,”
says Peter Gillaspy, a Mount student
who worked on the project. “By the
end of the assignment I had gained
a wealth of knowledge about how to
budget time and how to effectively
communicate with clients. It was
a great introduction into what will
become an important part of
my career.”

Working with actual clients and
knowing that a lot was expected
from them gave the Mount students
confidence,

Brann says.

“This activity bonded the class
in ways rarely seen,” she says.

“They feel and act empowered and
re-dedicated to their profession.”

A jury at Cincinnati Children’s
selected 36 of the final 39 posters
to be printed and framed in the
Green Township facility. Bold, vivid
and colorful 26" x 34" framed
posters now hang in the hallways
and waiting rooms of every floor
in the medical center. The finished
posters include images of Westside
traditions such as corn hole, high
school football and West Fest, as well
as familiar businesses like Western
Bowl and community locations like
Delhi Park.

Leesa Scudder, a graphic design
major who contributed to the
project says, “All of the student
artist’s connections to their posters
are evident in their productions.

“This collaboration was my
first experience working with
a client. By the end of the
assignment | had gained a
wealth of knowledge about
how to budget time and how
to effectively communicate
with clients. It was a great
introduction into what will
become an important part of
my career.”

— Peter Gillaspy

Each set of posters has a unique
flavor, reflecting the designers’
individualities while still being
cohesive as a group of works to
achieve a purpose.”

THERAPEUTIC ART

Art therapy is often used as a term
to describe the therapeutic process of
art-making itself. The posters at
Cincinnati Children’s Green
Township location serve as another
form of therapy. They offer a
functional, calming element to
waiting patients and their families by
letting children recognize favorite
Westside objects, presenting them
with cheery and uplifting visuals.

Elizabeth Roell, coordinator of
the Division of Occupational and
Physical Therapy at Cincinnati
Children’s outpatient center sees first
hand the impact the posters have on
patients and families.

“The posters really do make a
big difference,” Roell says. “While
children are waiting for exams it
serves
as a distraction and reduces the
children’s anxiety.” The art also aids
in actual physical therapy.

“When working with patients
we even use the posters as a target
at the end of hallways as a method
for children to identify objects to
walk towards while completing their
strengthening exercises,” says Roell.

The posters embrace Westside
pride and embody the collaborative
efforts of Cincinnati Children’s,
Kolar Design, Artworks, and many
schools, including the Mount.

In all, 149 students from the
Mount, elementary, middle, and high
schools created 350 different works
of art that were integrated into the
posters.

“The most rewarding part for me
was being able to create artwork
that will be used for more than just
decoration or part of an exhibit,”
says Gillaspy. “My work and the work
of my classmates will be used to give
a joyful escape to children who now
can have, at the very least, one thing
to look forward to at their next trip
to Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Outpatient Center.”

COMMUNITY COLLABORATIONS

Not only are Mount students
engaging in the community but
the College’s new off-campus Flats
Gallery is actively involved as well.
Located at the corner of Price and
Hawthorne Avenues, the newly
renovated 1,300 square foot space is
now home to the Flats Gallery, which
welcomes members of the community
to experience artwork from Mount
students, faculty and regional artists.

The Flats Gallery is part of the
Mount’s Urban Arts Partnership
and receives support from Price Hill
residents, employees, local businesses
and organizations.

“The Flats Gallery has been an
amazing venue for community
building,” says Velma Dailey, gallery
director. “Through programming
and exhibitions, we have been able to
bring together people from all walks
of life.”

This summer the Flats Gallery
hosted a series of workshops available
to both the Mount and general
community. Dailey says the classes have
been a positive experience.

“There’s something inspiring and
energizing when new art is being
created in the present moment right
in the middle of the art gallery,” she
says.

Examples include “Upcycling,”
taught by Mount alumna Adrian
Vance Hawk. This class introduced
innovative ways to turn simple objects
like plastic bags into functional and
fashionable new creations such as
clutches, coin purses and wallets.

An “Art Workshop — Just for Kids”
taught skills in drawing, painting and
weaving to children ages 6 to 11.

Instructor and Mount
alumna Hilary Neu
Carvitti also exposed
students to new materials,
important artists and art
movements.

Through artwork,
the Mount is reaching
out and enriching the
lives of those who live
in the communities that
surround the college campus,
Dailey says.

“We hope to continue to be one of
many in the neighborhood working
hard to help build and shape this
community into a thriving destination
where people want to be.”

To find out more
about the classes offered and exhibits
at the Flats Gallery visit
www.msj.edu/flats.

Jessica Baltzersen is majoring in
communication and new media studies with a
minor in written communication at the Mount
and plans to graduate in December 2013.

“We hope to continue to be one of many in
the neighborhood working hard to help build
and shape this community into a thriving
destination where people want to be.”

— Velma Dailey
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