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Staff photo by C.B. Schmelter / Former certified flight registered nurse Johnny Hale poses outside of his home in
Rossville, Ga. Hale was an original member of the Erlanger Life Force Air Medical crew. Now retired, Hale said he felt
like he was "slapped in the face" when he heard the news that Erlanger Health System was suspending pension benefit
lump-sum payments for retirees.
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STUCK IN THE MIDDLE
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Staff Photo by Matt Hamilton / Paula Roark, a 19-year veteran Erlanger employee, poses outside of Erlanger Hospital in
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Chattanooga. Roark said she frets constantly about her financial future since the Erlanger board voted in September to
suspend lump-sum pension payments. Roark officially retired from Erlanger in December.
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Elizabeth Fite
efite@timesfreepress.com

Elizabeth Fite was the healthcare reporter for the Chattanooga

Times Free Press. She covers rural healthcare, hospitals, health

insurance, public health and health policy, with a focus on

explaining and investigating how healthcare systems and safety-

net programs work — or don't — for the people who depend on

them. She joined the paper in 2017 after earning a master's degree in Health and

Medical Journalism from the University of Georgia.
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